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comment 


‘‘Unbelievably harsh and unjustified.” We can understand the 
feelings of McLaren Managing Director Teddy Mayer: the hard- 
facts outcome of the controversy in Spain is that — for the time 
being at least — Niki Lauda has 33 points in the 1976 World 
Championship of Drivers, and James Hunt has six. Ferrari has 36 
points in the International Cup for Formula 1 Manufacturers, and 
McLaren has nine. And the Grand Prix season is now almost one 
quarter gone. | 

Our first reaction was one of outrage, too: no matter which team 
one supports, and no matter how strongly, the first impression of 
the affair is certainly one of petty officialdom at its very worst. It 
is always wise, however, to pause and consider the facts. The dis- 
qualification is by no stretch of the imagination as simple as it 
first appears. There are a lot of facts to be considered. 

Mayer’s statement, which is reproduced in Pit & Paddock with 
our outline of those facts, may contain the basic elements of his 
appeal, but he would have great difficulty in making them stand 
up in court. Ignorance is no excuse in law; neither is a contention 
that the offender gained no advantage, that the law is vaguely 
worded, that the infringement was a result of a difficulty with 
components from an outside supplier, that the offender was too 
busy with more important things to check that he complied with 
the law in less significant areas. 

The Formula 1 Constructors Association — of which McLaren 
Cars has been a prominent and vocal member, never reticent in the 
past when passing comment on the CSI’s weak enforcement of its 
regulations — requested CSI presence in Madrid with the specific 
request that the officials ensure that the new F1 regulations were 
adhered to. McLaren, in company with the other F1CA teams, got 
what they asked for: the CSI was severe. In this particular case — 
not generally — the total width rule seems stupid, but that’s too 
bad: all parties have had since last August to discuss it, since, in 
fact, the McLaren itself was measured at the Nurburgring (the 
rule was actually announced at Monza in September). 

It is up to each individual team manager to make certain — 
certain — that his car complies with every single regulation. In 
Formula 1, whatever the paddock gossip tells you, no team 
manager would risk running his car with an engine of 3050cc when 
the rules say 3000cc; and, as Teddy Mayer now knows, he must 
not risk running a car 216.8cms wide when the rules say 215cms. 

At Jarama, James Hunt’s McLaren was wider than the 
regulations allow, and the penalty, laid down and agreed by all 
parties, is clearly defined, clear-cut disqualification. Mayer’s 
statement, in the face of these indisputable facts, is an 
irrelevance. 

Except for one thing. Considering our example of petty 
contraventions of the regulations, it is clear that one has a very 
positive effect on the performance of a Formula 1 car; the other, 
apparently, has not. The McLaren passed through pre-race 
scrutineering without mention of the illegal rear end, but was 
thrown out after the race. This, really, is the absurb crux of the 
whole business. The illegality should have been picked up before 
the race, and it is a reasonable assumption that if the officials had 
done this, the McLaren team would have asked for a temporary 
dispensation, and been granted it. We would then have been 
spared another humiliating controversy in motor sport. 

For James Hunt, of course, the current situation must be full of 
disappointment and frustration. He has lost his first Grand Prix 
victory for McLaren, not only because of unbending officialdom, 
but also apparently because of a mistake by the team. Bear in 
mind, though, that he would have lost the race had someone made 
a mistake in the preparation of the car — and, in a sense, that 
seems to be what happened. 
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Full illustrated report of the Silverstone 6 Hours World Championship of 


Makes qualifier, plus, in colour, one of the exciting BMW CS) Silhouette 
Formula cars — How the new Triumph TR7s fared on the four-day Welsh 
international Rally — Jody Scheckter’s column — Private Ear* 


cover picture 


James Hunt became the first-ever winner of a Grande Epreuve to be dis- 
pe ext ae a his Fee — excluded from the 
resu ani im at Jarama. report starts on page 8. 
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PRS edited by Chris Witty 


Background to the Spanish controversy 


Never before in Grand Prix history, 
we believe, has a winner been 
removed from the results. But as 
scarcely a one of our readers can 
have failed to hear, that unenviable 
first was chalked up by our own 
James Hunt last Sunday in Spain. 
Having won the fourth round of the 
year in as convincing style can be 
expected in modern F1, by over 30 
seconds from the reigning World 
Champion, having started from pole 
position and led from lap 31 through 
to the finish at lap 75, his car was 
subsequently excluded for being 
five-eighths of an inch too wide. 


As we understand the events of 
the post-race scrutineering, it was 
Peter Jowett, the Formula 1 
Constructors Association technical 
consultant, who spotted the dis- 
crepancy. “I wish now I’d been on 
the eight o’clock flight to England,”’ 
the rueful Jowett remarked to us on 
Tuesday! But there is no doubt that 
someone on the examination com- 
Mittee would have seen it too. The 
CSI delegates — acting at Jarama at 
the express request of the Con- 


structors themselves — were 
determined to enforce the new 
regulations to the letter. 


“We measured the car three 
times,” related Jowett. ‘‘A pair of 
straight-edges were pressed 
vertically against the outer sides of 
the rear wheels, and the distance 
between them measured with a tape. 
In the McLaren’s case, there was 
negative camber, so we also took the 
measurement across the bottom as 
well, between marks made on the 
floor at the bottoms of the straight 
edges. The measurements were 
identical all three times. There is no 
question that the car would not have 
been able to fit between two 
hypothetical upright posts 215 centi- 
metres apart.”’ 


The special irony of the M23’s 
failure to pass is the fact that it was 
the very car which established the 
critical dimension: ‘“The CSI decided 
to have an overall limiting width last 
summer,’ he went on. “Their 
concern was that the wider the cars 
become, not only does it effectively 
make the circuits narrower, it makes 
the pits roads more congested as 
well. Some of them are bloody 
dangerous already.” At last year’s 
German GP a delegation of CSI 
members went round measuring the 
existing cars; the McLaren was 
accepted as being the widest and ‘‘it 


was about 213cms, 214, something 


like that, so they rounded it off to 
215 and said, right, there’s our 
limit.”’ : 
Obviously an arbitrary limit, but 
equally obviously a realistic one: 
none of the McLaren’s rivals were as 
wide, and in fact more designers 
oe neys reckon their cars should 
considerably narrower than that. 
So why did the M23 fail its width 
test nine months later? 
McLarens have issued a formal 
Statement (reproduced below) which 
says, in part, ‘The actual dimension 
imcrease was caused by the type of 
tyre being used by all competitors, 
which now extends beyond the wheel 
rim when the car is stationary.... 
The intention of the rule is to freeze 
the size of cars as they were last 
year. The mechanical components of 
the car are exactly the same size as 
last year.”’ 
We asked Peter Jowett if he 
believed the | car would have 
passed ha 


James Hunt — robbed? 


tounted. “Yes,” he said. Then it was 
only the bulge of the tyres which 
contravened the regulations? “It 


arpa so.” 
oodyear’s Racing Director 
Dennis Chrobak agreed’ with 


McLaren’s assessment that the tyre 
sidewall would actually be within the 
rim width when the car was running. 
“The weight of the tyre is in the 
tread and when the wheel is turning, 


_centrifugal force makes the tyre 


grow in circumference, which in turn 
kind of pulls in the sidewall.” 
Given these views, it would seem 


that in practical, on-circuit terms the . 


car probably was within not only the 
intent but the letter of the rules. But 
it would be rather difficult to do the 
measurements at speed, to say the 
least.... Besides, the rules do not 
make any stipulation about con- 
ditions of measurement, nor do they 
allow any leeway. A designer of a 
rival car remarked, “I read it to 
mean the car must remain within the 
overall limit under all conditions, 
and throughout the entire range of 


_ suspension deflection.” - 


The ‘Constructors themselves 
officially invited the CSI to inspect 
them at Jarama. ‘‘We asked them to 
come and do a thorough job of 
inspection,” said an F1 CA member, 
“to be hard on us and catch any 
infraction; to do in fact just what 
they did.” 

The CSI complied with, one can 
imagine, some enthusiasm; the past 
couple of years have been hard on 
them with repeated charges of being’ 
“‘soft” on enforcing their own rules 
in many different instances. Their 
inspection team consisted of Jabby 


Crombac (France), Kurt Schildt 
(Switzerland), Roberto Nosetto 
(Italy), and Baron de Kneyff 


(Holland). Peter Jowett accompanied 
them at certain stages as much, one 
hears, for his technical knowledge 
(he is an aviation accident investiga- 
tor at the Royal Aircraft Establish- 
ment, Farnborough) as for the fact 
that he happened to possess a 
suitable measure. _ oe : 

Throughout the Spanish GP 
meeting the cars were inspected and 
then inspected again; every team 
manager was fully aware of the 
situation and can be presumed to 
have painstakingly checked his own 
car{s). Then why did it take until 
Sunday evening for the McLaren 


excess width to be discovered? 

McLaren’s statement covers the 
point: “. . . our cars had been 
scrutineered by the CSI technical 
sub-committee on both Friday and 
Saturday before the race, and no 
mention was made whatsoever that 
the car was in violation of the rules.” 
On Monday night, television viewers 
will have seen Alastair Caldwell, 
McLaren’s team manager, stating 
‘that the car had never _ been 
measured for .width during 
scrutineering. Jowett himself added, 
“TI myself did not check their car’s 
overall width.” It looks - like 
somebody should have. 

What is going to happen? 
McLaren’s, their official statement 
admitting their technical violation of 
the rule, have put in an appeal to the 
Royal Automobile Club. ‘of 
Poe NEG were basically in charge 
of the matter, although we under- 
stand “they’d all gone home by then, 
it was the CSI blokes who did it.” 
Should that not bring some kind of 
satisfaction, they will take it on to 
the FIA. Meanwhile, Niki Lauda 
won the Spanish GP and both Hunt 
and Jacques Laffite, whose Ligier- 
Matra was found to be in contraven- 
tion of the wing position rules, are 


excluded. (Ligier has also entered an 


appeal). 

_At the CSI, Secretary Claude 
‘Le Guezec very properly was 
reluctant to comment very ex- 
tensively, but we did ask him what 
he thought about various alternative 
mitigations of James Hunt’s “‘death 
sentence’. How about giving him his 
points, but withholding McLaren’s? 
“No, we really couldn’t do that. It 
would be like a driver winning a 
Grand Prix with any other kind of 
advantage, like a 4-litre engine.”’ 
~ Le Guezec then went on to 
volunteer that he had _ already 
suggested to the Sporting Stewards 
that Lauda receive second place 
points, and net his full nine; they 
turned that one down. 

He also pointed out that on one or 
two occasions earlier this year, “we 
have helped this same team when 
some small technicalities have come 
up about’ the _ regulations.” 
Apparently even at Jarama an 
excessively wide oil cooler system 
was allowed to go through, but the 
inference was that the CSI cannot 
ignore a clear-cut infringement of 
something like the basic dimensions 
of the car. 


.last year. 


Hunt to team up with | 


‘ @ The statement from Teddy Mayer, 


Director of McLaren Racing, reads: 


We feel we have been given a death 
sentence for a parking ticket. This is 
_the first time that the rules have ever 
been applied with any degree of 
accuracy, and because the rules have 
been in complete chaos for years and 
were under discussion until moments 
before the race, no one truly knew 
how they would be applied or what 
they meant. Unintentionally we 
made a very minor infringement of a 
new rule which gives no performance 
advantage, in fact quite the opposite 
— most cars run a much narrower 
track as they feel that this is an 
advantage. 

The actual dimension increase was 
caused by a change in the type of 
tyre being used by all competitors, 
which now extends beyond the wheel 
rim when the car is stationary and is 
within the rim when the car is 
running. In addition, our cars had 
been scrutineered by the CSI tech- 
nical sub-committee on both Friday 
and Saturday before the race and no 
mention was made whatsoever that 
the car was in violation of the rules. 
In other words they permitted the 
car to run having scrutineered it with 
extreme care and without notifica- 
tion to us about _ technical 
infringements. 

We feel obviously that to allow a 
driver to risk his life and drive an 
entire race and do a superb job, and 
then disqualify him on a point that 
cannot possibly have any bearing on 
the performance of the car or on the 
safety of anyone, is absolutely ludi- 
crous. The intention of the rule is to 
freeze the size of cars as they were 
The mechanical com- 
ponents of the car are exactly the 
same size as last year. Also, because 


‘so much attention has been given to 


a greatnumber of changes to the new 
rules, no one on our team was aware 
of this particular infringement by our 
car. 

An appeal has been lodged to the 
Spanish Automobile Club which will 
be heard, presumably, prior to the 
Belgian Grand Prix on May 16. 
Should that appeal fail, we feel sure 
that the Royal Automobile Club will 
support our appeal to the FIA in 
Paris. ' 

If it is possible for Niki Lauda to 
score points in the British Grand 
Prix when his car is parked in the 
pits, it seems totally ridiculous to 
take points from the winner of a race 
because the tyres protruded five- 


eighths of an inch beyond the legal 


measurement. The entire McLaren 
Team extends its sympathy to 
James Hunt 


Oliver in F5000 shadows? 


AVS Shadow boss Don Nichols: 
reckons that it is becoming in- 
creasingly likely that his Shadow 
F5000 team will compete in this 
year’s North American series. It is a 
safe bet that Jackie Oliver will drive 
one of the team’s existing cars, but 
the driver of the second is still 
undecided. “ 
Nichols, whose cars are not 
expected to appear‘until the second 
round of the series at Mosport (the 
first race being at Pocono this week- 
end), would like to see James Hunt 
driving the second car. Although 
Jody Schekter was originally signed 
by the team at the end of last year to 
drive, his contract appears to have 
lapsed following the withdrawal of 
the team’s major sponsor, Universal 


Oil Products. Anyway, the signs 
from the States are that the South 
African is not too keen on driving 
the American F5000 races this year, 
anyway. 

The team is currently preparing its 
existing cars for this season, and 
Dodge themselves are carrying out 
further development tests on the V8 
unit which the DN6 chassis used last 
season to reasonable effect. 

The F5000 team is still without a 
sponsor, Nicholas stating that it is 
taking up nearly all his time findng 
a suitable backer for the Formula 1 
team, although we hear that UOP, as 
a form of com tion, have come 
up with alent cae to see the 
through this current Grand 
season 
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Ribeiro stars in Japan 


Brazilian Alex Ribeiro was the hero 
of the hour in Japan last weekend 
when he all but won the Japanese 
Grand Prix for Formula 2 cars at the 
Mount Fuji circuit. The Braziliar 
looked set to win the race, which was 
held in appallingly wet conditions, 
omly to have an enthusiastic local 
ram him from behind with two laps 
to go and force him into a spin. 
Ribeiro recovered and was able to 
take second place overall, winning a 
special trophy donated by the local 

ss for the most meritorous per- 
formance of the race. , 


Apart from Ribeiro, the other 
European interest centred around 
Danny Sullivan. Unlike Ribiero, who 
was driving a BMW-powered March, 
Sullivan had a Mitsubishi engine in 
his car. Sullivan finished a- good 
seventh, having - had _ problems 
during qualifying. The race was won 
by Noritake Takahara in his Nova- 
BMW. 

Hoshino led away at the start, only 
to spin quite early on, delaying 
Takahashi in the process. Hasemi hit 
the front chased by Ribeiro, the 


If the McLaren team were having 


everything go against them in-Spain - 


last weekend, they had lick on their 
side.-in America, where Johnny 
Rutherford, driving the Hi-Gain spon- 
sored works McLaren M16E-Offy, 
won the Trenton 200 USAC race, the 
second round of the USAC series 
which had been postponed from the 
previous weekend because of bad 
weather. 

Rutherford’s victory was made all 
the easier by Gordon Johncock, 
whose Sinmast Wildcat, running a 
meetk Goosens Drake-Offy, ran out 
of petrol on the penultimate lap 
while 5s clear. Johncock rolled down 
into his pit, popped in a gallon or so, 
and rejoined to finish second, but 
almost a lap behind. 

Qualifying had seen the regaining 
USAC champion, AJ Foyt, on the 
Re with his Coyote at 166.307mph. 

utherford and Johncock were next 


McLaren’s USAC success 


up, while Bobby Unser, winner of the: 


latter trying to close the gap but 
finding the spray and conditions a 
little too’ much. However, Alex 
didn’t have to wait much longer, for 
with 12 laps to go Hasemi dived into 
the pits for a quick stop, rejoining to 
finish fourth, a lap down. 

Ribeiro now had a handy lead over 
Takahara, although the Brazilian’s 
progress was hampered by Kunhiro 
Nagamatsu’s Mitsubishi-powered 
March which was about to be lapped. 
Ribeiro’s 4s lead dwindled and Taka- 
hara closed right up. 

Then, with just two laps of the 35 
lap race to run, Takahara locked up 
and thumped the Brazilian’s gear- 
box, spinning the leader around. 
Alex recovered to finish second, 
some 8s down, and his team dutifully 
protested Takahara’s tactics. How- 
ever, the officials reckoned their 
local hero’s efforts were a justified 
attempt at overtaking! 

Masemi Nagasaka (March-BMW) 
was a lonely third followed by Naga- 
matsu, Hasemi, Takahashi and 
Sullivan, the latter having made an 
excellent start and driven well in the 
conditions. 


first round, broke the gearbox on his 
Cobre Tire Eagle and didn’t qualify. 
A notable non-appearance was that 
of Al-Unser in the Vel’s Parnelli- 
DFX. 

Twenty-two cars started the race, 
and Foyt lasted until lap 57 before 
his engine dropped a valve. Johncock 
and Rutherford then resumed the 
lead tussle until the end with Tom 
Sneva coming home third, albeit a 
lap down, in the Penske McLaren 
M16C-Offy. Fourth, a further lap 
down, was Johnny Parsons’s First 
National City backed Eagle-Offy 
(the bankers are not with Penske 
anymore in USAC). Mike Mosley 
a ta Prune Eagle-Offy), Wally 
Dallenbach (Sinmast Wildcat SGD) 
and Pancho Carter (works Jorgenson 
Steel Eagle-Offy) were next up. 

Johncock now leads the USAC 
series from Rutherford. 


Walter Wolf, the main backer behind Frank Williams’ Grand Prix team, now 
has the cars entered under the Wolf Racing banner as the team’s magnificent 
transporter showed in ‘Spain. The cars, however, remain Williams-Fords. 


Luigi BMWs 
once again 


The third round of the European 
Tourmg Car Championship took 
place at Mugello in Italy last 
weekend, over 100 laps of the twisty 

Florence circuit. In fine if cool 

conditions, the Luigi BMWs had 

absolutely no problem in completing 

a hat-trick of victories, first place 

going to Jean Xhenceval/Pierre 

Dieudonne. 

The second and third cars home 
were also connected with the Luigi 
team, Hughes de Hierlandt taking 
second place 
Belgian Claude de Wael (as Patrick 

' Neve was vainly in Spain), and an 
ordinary CSL prepared by Luigi for 
Alain Corbisier/Edgar Joosen third 
place. Fourth was an Alfetta GT 
entered for the first time in the 
championship by SCAR Autostrada 
for Carlo Belli/Spartaco Dini. The car 
also won the 2-litre class; Alfas 
dominated this with another Alfetta 
GT in fifth place before the Derek 
McMahon Escort in sixth position. 
Alec. Poole/Juan Cochesa_ were 
delayed by steering problems early 
on and had James Hunt-type rubber 
problems in the paddock later, but 
were finally cleared. 

Winner of the 3-litre class was the 
Mazda of John Markey/David 
Palmer, although they kept using up 
brakes, but their opposition was not 
too great as two of the opposing 
Capris blew up in practice. 

Fast cars on the track were the 1.6- 
litre VW Scirocco of Dieter Frohlich/- 
Manfred Mohr, who were fourth 
quickest in practice but retired with 
injection problems, and _ the 
Zakspeed Escort, which led the 2- 
litre class for almost an hour; first it 
had tyre problems, and then blew up 
after two hours. No Leyland 
participation was in evidence, and 16 
out of 28 starters finished the race. 


Barnett 
pulls out 


After a year of problems, Chris 
Barnett, the 1974 British Formula 
Super Vee Champion, has had to call 
it a day. His last race with his F3 
Toyota-powered March 753 was at 
Mallory Park last weekend where he 
came third. 

‘Barnett, who is only 20, per- 
severed with BMW engines last year 
existing ‘“‘on promises and putting 
up with poor craftmanship’. A 
Toyota was later purchased and 
gradually the results, which many 
expected would come his way, began 
to materialize. Sadly, it is the 
expense this season which has been 
the crippling blow, and Bamett has 
been forced to quit, which is 
unfortunate. 


@ Mika Arpianen, the Finn who has 
been usually overshadowed in recent 
seasons by his fellow countrymen 
Keijo Rosberg. and Mikko 
Kozarowitzky, won the. opening 
round of the Castrol GTX European 
Super Vee series at the Sylt airfield 
circuit in northern Germany last 
weekend. iannen’s Veemax was 
20s clear of Peter Scharmann (ToJ) 
and Dieter Englel (Kaimann). Race 
favourite Kenneth Persson was fifth 
in his Kaimann. 


accompanied by | 


ee, 


Ral 


ly driver Walter Rohrl is turning 
to racing saloons. He will partner 
FSV driver Manfred Trint in a pair of 
G2 Opel Kadetts in the German 
national touring car series. The cars 
will be prepared by Helmut Bein’s 
Euro Handler team. 


Kelleners’ 
turbo charge 


Helmut Kelleners and _ Reinhard 
Stenzel, both driving Max Moritz- 
prepared Jagermeister-backed 
Porsche Carrera 934 turbos, won the 
qualifying round of the German 
Bilstem Trophy series at the 
Nurburgring last weekend. 
However, it was a win in no way 


sy. 

Kelleners had his car on pole but 
the race quickly turned into a five- 
car battle, the Jagermeister cars 
being joined by the similar turbos of 
Toine Herenans and Clemens 
Schickentanz (the Loos/Tebernum 
cars) plus Bob Wollek’s Kremer car. 

Hezemans and Wollek were 
running on Goodyear tyres, which 
were more effective in the early 
stages of this long eight-lap (114- _ 
mile) race than the Dunlops on the 
other cars. Still, the five were nose- 
to-tail for the first lap. Hezemans led 
for two laps before Wollek sneaked 
through and then, quite suddenly, 
the race took on a different picture 
as the Goodyear cars started to 
suffer handling problems. Kelleners 
and Stenzel (Schickentanz having 
retired with engine problems at this 
stage) moved to the fore. 

e smaller 2-litre division, after 

Klaus Ludwig had retired his 


‘Zakspeed Escort on the first lap with 


a puncture, was left to team-mate 
Hans Heyer and Jorg Obermoser in 
the GS Tuning BMW 2002 to have a 
superb battle throughout, the 
BeeEm just pipping the Ford by half 
a length on therun in to the flag. 


Indylantic 
continues 


Further to our Pit & Paddock report 
of April 22, we understand that the 
differences between Motor Circuit 
Developments and Indylantic Pro- 
motions have been resolved, and 
that the remaining Indylantic ‘76 
events will take place as scheduled. 
The second round of the series will be 
held at Brands Hatch next Sunday 
— see Weekend Sport. 


@ Goodyear supplied a total of 600 
Formula 1 tyres at the Spanish 
Grand Prix last weekend. 


Chevrolet Vega engine 


destined for 


“I didn’t get the Chevrolet Vega 
specifically to do Formula 2,” said 
John Nicholson at the Nurburgring 
last weekend. We were continuing a 
conversation we had had with the 
Formula 1 engine builder who races 
with equal success of Thruxton 
about Cosworth Engineering’s deci- 
sion to make a Formula 3 version of 
the Vega engine. We understand 
that Nicholson is also going to make 


an F3 version of the unit which; he- 


feels, has many advantages. It is 
55lbs lighter than the existing 
Toyota, it has tremendous torque 
characteristics and, according to 
Nicholson, it can be produced at a 
very competitive price. 

Since General Motors homo- 
logated a much stronger cylinder 
block, interest in the engine has in- 
creased, although 
wonders why it waned in the first 
place, the engine having been used in 


Baker earns 


Buddy Baker, driving the Norris 
Industries-backed Chevrolet Chev- 


elle, won last Sunday’s Winston 500 | 


NASCAR race at Talladega and, in 
doing so, set a new race average for 
500-mile NASCAR _ races (at 
169.887mph!). This speed, which 
includes pitstops, remember, was 
assisted by a total of 14 laps which 
were run under three separate yellow. 
caution flags.... 

Talladega is regarded as the 
quickest of all America’s race 
tracks. It’s 2.66 miles in length, 
which makes it slightly longer than 
Daytona, although conforming to 
the same basic circuit configuration. 
Pole was taken yet again by Dave 
Marcis in the K&K Insurance Dodge 
at 189.197mph, about 3 or 4mph 
slower than the record set a few 
years ago when the cars ran without 
carburettor restrictions. Reigning 


NASCAR champion Richard Petty 
made it an all-Dodge front row with 
his STP backed car. 

However, it was Baker who domin- 
ated the race, leading a total of 135 
of the 188 laps. Marcis became _in-, 


Nicholson: 


F3 


2-litre sports car racing some years 
back. General Motors in America 
have shown an interest in supporting 
such a project and there are many 
“competition” parts already avail- 
able to put onto the engine. 

Nicholson says that he hopes to 
produce an F3 unit in the not too 
distant future and, the engine 
having been homologated for F3 on 
March 1, it will not be long before we 
see one in a chassis, possibly Brett 
Riley’s Modus. Nicholson will ob- 
viously use this year to carry out 
development work and then lay 
down a production run over the 
winter. Cosworth, we are led to 
believe, will probably just develop a 
conversion kit for the unit, and not 
actually produce it for direct sale. 

Apart from Nicholson, we gather 
that Alan Smith, who is based near 
Derby, is also developmg an F3 
version of this engine. ‘ 


his dough 


volved in an early shunt and lost a 
lot of time, although he did finish 


well down, while Daytona victor 


David Pearson was not so lucky in 
his Purolator Mercury. He tangled 
with Benny Parsons (Chevelle) and 
Richard Brooks (Ford Torino) while 
running in the top five and was 
eliminated. Parsons struggled on 
with body damage but eventually 
retired on lap 172 with a dropped 
valve. Chasing Baker hard, but even- 
tually finishing 34s (almost a Ap) 
behind, was this year’s points leader 
Cale Yarborough (Holly Farms 
Chevelle), while Bobby Allison 
brought the CAM2 Mercury home 
third, a lap down. Petty, no longer 
the pacesetter he was last year, 
finished fourth, a further lap down 
but two laps clear. of Terry Ryan, 
Cecil Gordon and Donnie Allison, all 
in Chevelles. 

@ Another driver forced to quit F3 
because of rising costs is former FF 
race winner Doug Bassett. Bassett 
ran a GRD 874 last year on a limited 
budget, and had hoped to continue 
this season. 
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Williams 


Neither qualified. 
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Local boys who didn’t make good in Spain last weekend were Emilio Villota 
(above) in the RAM Brabham and Emilo Zapico (below) in Brian McGuire’s 


= 


US F5000 


takes off 


After the winter lay-off, during 
which much time has been spent 
assessing the situation and seeing 
just how the North American 
Formula 5000 series should, and 
would, take off this year as a proper 
professionally run and maintained 
road racing series, the first round 
takes place at the Pocono Inter- 
national Speedway this coming 
weekend. Much has been done by the 


parties involved, most of them with - 


vested interests, to promote this 
series. As Dan Gurney, patron of the 
All American Racers team, said, 
‘‘We are sticking our necks out every 
way we can and we certainly hope 
this will work out for road racing in 
the USA”. 

It is ironic that, just when the 
entrants and race promoters are 
really trying to get it all together, 
several of the big teams have had to 
pull out of the series. Perhaps the 
biggest disappointment is that there 
will be no Vel’s Parnelli Lolas at 
Pocono, or anywhere else for that 
matter, and the Shadow team is 
more or less undecided about its 
future in the series. In many ways it 
leaves the series open for many of 
the smaller and less well-financed 
teams. 

Gurney feels that much should be 
done to encourage the American 
USAC teams to return to the series. 
This idea was tried before in 1974, 


but a mandatory pitstop rule was. 


applied and the USAC cars were 
beaten before they had_ started. 
Many thought that the USAC cars 
(designed specifically for oval racing) 
would be no more than middle-order 
runners, but Bobby Unser in the 
works Eagle proved otherwise at the 
final Riverside race. Gurney would 
like to see this pitstop rule dropped 
and USAC cars invited back in. Don 
Nichols, on the other hand, reckons 
that Formula 1 cars should also be 
allowed back, after an absence of 
several years. 

Brian Redman heads the entry this 
weekend, our British hero trying to 
win his third consecutive American 
F5000 title in the Carl Haas-entered, 
Jim Hall-prepared Lola T332. Oppo- 
sition is expected to come, not from 
the Americans, but from two Euro- 
pean derived teams: Team VDS, who 
are taking to the American trail 
having won everything everywhere 
else, and the Teddy Yip/Sid Taylor 
team. 

Team VDS are entering their 
regular drivers, Peter Gethin and 
Belgian Teddy Pilette, in two differ- 
ent cars, Gethin driving the brand 
new and unraced F5000 Chevron, 
while Pilette has one of the latest C- 
series T332 Lolas. The Yip/Taylor 
team comprises two brand new 
Marches, actually run and prepared 
by the American March importer 
Doug Shierson, for Australians Alan 
Jones and Bruce Allison. However, 
there is some doubt as to whether 
these cars will be ready in time. 

Vern Schuppan will have the 
works Jorgenson Steel Eagle (a new 
car being expected in mid-season), 
while Sam Posey will be back in a 
Talon. There’s a chance that Al 
Unser will drive a ‘“Vel’s Parnelli”’ 
Lola, while regular F5000 runners 
like Warwick Brown (now in Bob 
Bay’s Lola), Graham McRae and 

erhaps Jon Woodner (in a Harry 
whed Lola!) make up the 


leading runners. 


Paula Murphy — fast lady. ‘ 


Paula gets 
her record 


Paula Murphy did it. America’s fast 
lady managed to improve on her 
World Closed Course Speed record at 
the Talladega superspeedway last 
Saturday. Driving Richard Petty’s 
spare NASCAR STP Dodge, Paula 
lapped in 172.366mph, an improve 
ment of 0.867mph on her old record 
set up five years ago. 

Richard Petty, giving the car a 
shakedown run beforehand, lapped 
in 183mph, which perhaps puts it 
into perspective, although no one 
can deny that the speedy Miss 
Murphy must have large attributes. 


Talking of world records, we hear 
that the Talladega circuits pro- 
moters are going to hold a World 
Record weekend on July 31/August 
1, when competitors can attempt to 
break Mark Donohue’s record of 
221.000mph. 

More exciting than that, they can 
see whether the American-style 
tractor/trailer record can be eclipsed. 
This is currently held by a genume 
long-distance trucker who lapped his 
8-litre turbocharged diesel Kenworth 
artic, complete with trailer, around 
the track at an average of 92mph. 
Ten-four. 


Nurburgring 
GP changes 


At a recent inspection of the 
Nurburgring, PeterJowett, represent- 
ing the FICA and in attendance with 
the relevant members of the circuit 
safety committee, told us that, in 
preparation for the forthcoming 
German Grand Prix due to be held in 
-August, several kilometres of Armco 
barrier would be heightened by an 
additional rail. This is to stop cars 
climbing over the top in the event of 
an off-course excursion, and landing 
‘down aravine”’. 

Also the rather square type of 
kerbing which lines 
descending into the notorious Fuchs- 
rohre will be removed and replaced 
by a wider and flatter kerb which, in 
the event of a car’s wheel clipping it, 
will not (or should not) act as a 
launching ramp. 

Would the Grand Prix take place? 
“T can’t see any reason why it 


the track- 


shouldn’t,’”’ concluded Jowitt. He 


2 also told us that several of the 


tighter and blind corners would be 


paeleeeee to allow better visi 
bility for drivers. 


Holbert’s Monza and... 


The end of the Porsche in IMSA? 
With the controversial turbo 
Porsche Carrera banned from Ameri- 
can IMSA races this year, the 
Chevrolet Monzas look as if they are 
about to have a pretty successful 
season for Al Holbert won his third 
consecutive IMSA GT race (his 
second in a Monza) at Laguna Seca 
last weekend. . 


_ . » Villeneuve score 


In the Formula Atlantic race at 
Laguna Seca, the second round of 
the American series, Canadian Gilles 
Villeneuve in the semi-works Ecurie 
Canada March 76B took his second 
win in three weeks, although he was 
hard-pressed in the final laps by 
Elliott Forbes-Robinson who was 
driving Allan McCall’s revised Tui. 
The car now has a Lola T360-type 
nose and, according to reports, has 
gone back to its original 1968 
suspension geometry! 

Qualifying quickest was local FF 
driver Dan Marvin in his Lola T360, 
from Johnny Gerber (yes, that 
Gerber) in a_ Bill Scott-entered 
Chevron B34. 

Marvin won his qualifying heat 
and initially led the fimal from 
Gerber and Villeneuve. The latter 
pair eventually got by the Lola, 
which was then written off when this 
Atlantic first-timer screwed it up 
trying to pass a backmarker. This 
put Gerber in front, but Villeneuve 
soon got by and started to pull clear. 

Meanwhile, Forbes-Robinson was 
charging through the field from a 
lowly grid position and, having rele- 
gated Gerber a further place, he set 
off after the leader, setting fastest 
lap and knocking 2s off Marvin’s 
original pole time. It looked set for a 
close finish, but a backmarker held 
up EFR, and the Tui was 1.1s adrift 
at the flag. 

Gerber held off Bobby Brown’s 
Chevron B34 for third. spot while 
Bobby Rahal, in Doug Shierson’s 
March 76B, came in fifth having 
broken a throttle linkage while 
leading his heat and started the final 
from 30th position. Sixth was 
Hector Rebaque in Carl Haas’s Lola 
T460. A notable non-starter was Bill 


Brack, who crashed his Chevron in . 


practice. 


catchpolem 
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‘The ShellSport 5000 Championship © 


Holbert qualified his car on the 
pole, won his qualifying heat easily, 
and stroked home the winner in the 
final by a clear 22s. Peter Gregg’s ex- 
works BMW CSL and Mike Keyser’s 
Monza had a dice initially for second 
place, Gregg eventually getting by 
and pulling clear, while the first of 
the Carreras, that of George Dyer, 
was next, a lap down. Carreras took 
the next two placings, as well. 


Gilles Villenguve — second wih. 


MCD change 
5000 dates 


round which was due to take place at 
Zandvoort in Holland has been 
cancelled. In its place will be a 
further two British rounds, taking - 
place at Brands Hatch on June 20 
and at Mallory Park on June 27, the 
latter replacing the RAC 2-litre 
sports car round which was due to be 
run there and will now in fact swop 
overtolaterintheyear, ——- 
As to the 2-litre sports car races 
scheduled for MCD circuits this 
season, one will be at Brands Hatch - 
on October 10 while another, at a 
circuit still to be decided, will be on 
September 12. ; 


Moet winner 


— undecided 


| While 


James ‘Hunt awaits the 
outcome of the McLaren appeal 
against exclusion from the Spanish 


GP, he will be joined by two lesser_ 


known : mortals: the current joint 
leaders in AUTOSPORT’s Moet & 
Chandon Grand Prix competition. 
At this stage, we cannot award the 
bottle of bubbly to either of them! 
But the man who must count 
himself favourite is David Phillips, 
from Burford, Oxfordshire, whose 
winning race average for Niki Lauda 
of 92.360mph was very close indeed 
to Lauda’s’ actual: speed = of 
92.488mph. 
There is no point yet-in Mr Phillips 
getting too excited, however, for Mr 


J Canty of Lillington, Leammgton 


Spa; Warwicks, also has his eye on 


the Magnum. He plumped for James . 


Hunt, guessing 93.130mph against 
Hunt's actual speed of 92.954mph. 
And there the matter rests until the 
powers that be sort the whole thing 


j out. At least it gives our joint 


leaders time to plan the party... 


eae F £8 Saas Sa seh # 
; ; the Olympic downhill skiing gold medalist tries 
Tyrrell for'size. Jackie Stewart (left) reckons he’s the bravest man in the world. 


Lee 


Le six wheel 


Now, a quicker way of procuring a 
Magnum of Moet & Chandon would 
be to consider the winning speed of 
the Belgian GP, again to be held at 
Zolder. This will take place on May 
16, so may we ask to be bombarded 
with entries as usual, immediately if 


not sooner? All you have to do is 


write on a postcard your name and 
address, your predicted winner’s 


- ame and his average speed, and 


send it to AUTOSPORT Editorial 
Department (see page 1) to reach us 
no later: than Friday, May 14. 
There’s not much time, so hurry. 
Just as a clue: a certain Niki Lauda 
won the Belgian GP at Zolder in cool 
conditions in 1975 at an average 
speed of 107.06mph. As usual, a 
Magnum of Moet & Chandon awaits 
the person who guesses the correct 
name and the winner, and gets 
closest to his average speed. 


-@ It looks increasingly likely that 


Barrie Maskell will drive the works 
Formula 3 Van Diemen in future 
races. Maskell, who has been in and 
out of F3 since 1968, is at present 
driving Geoff Rumble’s Dastle. 
Maskell’s chance at Van Diemen, if it 
happens, will come because Jean- 
Louis Schlesser can’t get the readies 
‘together. ... 


by Barry Foley 


— EEE 


‘f Vincatahe 


/ ¥ SERVICIOS 547 : 


= £ ¢ 


James Hunt acknowledges the chequered flag and the crowd as he wins the Spanish GP. Little did he know what was t 


SPANISH GRAND PRIX 


Lauda’s win, made to measure 


By PETE LYONS Photos by DAVID WINTER 


The snows of winter still lay white and cold on the Sierra de Guadarrama north and west of 
Madrid, and all during Friday and Saturday — May Day — a northerly wind blew stiff and 
chill. It was not until the warm and sunny Sunday did it seem like Spring had come to the 
high plateaus of Spain. But for James Hunt it was a false Spring. 

The victory from pole position he’d been due to win, the first Grand Prix victory for 
McLaren he deserved to win, the second career victory he in fact did win, was here in the very 
country of his adoptive residence taken from him by a literal caprice of regulation. Stringent 
after-race scrutineering turned up a technical violation of the revised Formula 1 dimensional 
rules which had come into effect with the meeting: the M23 was too wide across the rear 
wheels by 1.8 centimetres — call it five-eighths of an inch. It was a violation unlikely to have 
been deliberate because it could scarcely have had any meaningful effect. It could not have 
contributed one measurable fraction toward the McLaren’s 31l-second domination of Niki 
Lauda’s Ferrari. But it was enough for the Spanish officials, acting with new determination 
to be firm for reasons both personal and external, to feel they had to disallow Hunt’s 
triumph. (They also disqualified the Ligier-Matra of Jacques Laffite from an apparent 12th 
place because of a 2cms violation of the rear wing regulations). So, after the fact and on 
paper, Lauda won the Spanish Grand Prix and everybody behind also moved up a place. 
What a way to start the European season; here we go again. 

The brouhaha was particularly unfortunate in that it completely eclipsed some worthwhile 
and promising details of the event. The performance of the new six-wheeler Elf Tyrrell in its 
debut GP, for one: Patrick Depailler started it from third grid position and held it in a close 
third position for the first third of the race, until the brakes failed. The exciting apparent 
renaissance of the Lotus team, for another; Gunnar Nilsson qualified seventh and ran 
strongly (Mario Andretti right behind him most of the way) into what was genuinely third 
and became officially second place. Or the very encouraging debut of Ensign’s new car; Chris 
Amon started tenth and gave Mo Nunn three championship points by the end, after a 
tremendous race with Carlos Reutemann. It should have been more widely noted, too, that 
Jochen Mass set fastest race lap. There were a lot of sides to the Spanish GP which augur 
wellfor the rest of the year. - 

But, however it turned out in the end, Hunt’s victory over Lauda was going to be slightly 
flawed anyway in the observer’s mind, because of the World Champion’s broken ribs. Niki 
was certainly in discomfort all weekend, and even on race day there was some doubt about 
his being able to drive. He did indeed go into the lead from the start — James making 
another of his all-too-typical bad getaways — but after 30 laps he was plainly tired and he 
frankly let both McLarens go by when they challenged him strongly enough. Afterwards he 
looked pale (even for him), and disappeared. ) 

Two things about the Belgian GP next week can be predicted without any mental strain at 
ail. One, James Hunt is going to be trying to beat Niki Lauda harder than ever in his life 
before; and two, Teddy Mayer is going to be-studying every other machine on the entry list 
with vernier calipers and a jeweller’s loup! 


- Race data ALAN PHILLIPS 


world championship 
of drivers 


Round 4 
ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


It was the new F1 rules taking effect for this race, 
and their real, as opposed to theoretical, effect 
which interested everyone the most during 
practice. Would speeds actually be cut by the 
airbox and wing restrictions? Who would have the 
best new pattern airbox — best for both engine 
power and rear wing functioning? And how would 


_ the six-wheeler, very much as Ken Tyrrell said a 


child of regulations, fare in open competition. 

The regulations interested the officials very 
much too. Undeniably smarting from past 
charges of ineffectuality, the CSI and the locals 
were both determined to show firmness. They 
examined every car minutely and repeatedly, and 
issued stern directives about wing endplates and 
roll bar heights and oil reservoirs and other 
minutiae; they even exercised themselves in some 
cases about checking engine capacities, which 
bore a bit more connection with reality. There 
should have been no doubt going into the Spanish 
GP that the officials intended to be martinets 
about the shiny new rules. 

Spokesmen at McLarens deny that they were 
ever informed that their cars were at question on 
the matter of overall width (although the 
Constructors’ own technical man says that he did 
advise them of a problem in this area) but the 
Kiwis were definitely trying to be as cute as they 
knew how in other areas. That’s legitimate, it’s 
even admirable: beating the rules of man is just as 

ood where racing is concerned as beating the 
aws of nature! There were three Marlboro 
McLaren M23s on hand, and two of them had 
been carefully modified to the new regs: dash 
hoops, airboxes, and so on. The oil radiators had 
been moved from the rear to the right sides of the 
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James Hunt’s McLaren, having started from pole position, prepares to pass race leader Niki Lauda during the early stages. 


engine compartments, and this caused a bit of 
official concern until the CSI decided a radiator is 
not a container. But what competitors thought 
was cunning was the business about the McLaren 
rear wing positions. , 

Now, in point of fact it was two years ago that 
the M238s started having spacers between engines 
and gearboxes, and even then one admitted 
purpose was to create as much airspace as 
possible between the turbulent area around the 
engine and the wing. The wing is limited in 
relation to the rear wheel centreline (one metre in 
those days, 80cms now), so by moving the wheel 
aft the wing can be aft too. Obviously there is a 
natural limit to this sort of juggling, for a car 
must be a compromise of different handling 

alities, but for Jarama the team went a step 

rther down this road. Brackets to re-mount the 
anti-roll bar gave an extension rearward of the 
main crossmember, and also longer radious rods 
gave a further extension of the wheelbase. 
Necessarily there was limit to how much drive- 
shaft angle could be risked, and Gordon Coppuck 
said the total extension involved was in the region 
of 2ins. But F1 has become a matter of fractions 
of inches, these days. _ 

The third car, the spare which was in fact never 
used, was even cuter. It was set up to the “old” 

lations. These did not become obsolete, the 
ebook said, until May 1. First practice was 
April 30. So who could say it was improper for 
their driver to use the rules to his benefit on 
Friday, should there be a need? 

In fact there was no need. James was quickest 
on Friday morning with the race car in blustery, 
cold conditions. These apparently were the best 
conditions for fast laps of the weekend, for that 
remained pole position time. But when the 
observer knows this little sidelight about the Kiwi 
enterprise, perhaps he has an insight about why 
not a lot of their rivals were bertib lh 
when the excess width was discovered. ... 

Ferrari, having tested at Jarama a fortnight 
before the race, came to the meeting with no sign 
of de Dion rear suspension on either of their T2 
cars. ““‘The de Dion was good, but it was not 
better,” said Lauda succinctly. The team will 
continue development of the concept, but from 
Niki’s tone of voice they are not very excited 
about it any more. Both his and Clay Regazzoni’s 
race cars were thus in Race of Champions trim, a 
rerouting of the offending brake pipe to prevent 
another vibration fracture being about the only 
akeration. <3 

About his mjury, Niki admitted, “It’s a 
problem. sure. I dom't feel any pam where it’s 
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ly sympathetic 


broken because the doctors have killed the nerve, 
but it does hurt a little bit above and below there. 
It hurts mostly when I am sliding the car and I 
stop the slide, your side pushes against the side of 
the seat then, of course. Also, I can feel the ends 
of the broken ribs grinding against each other. It 
must be slowing me down a little bit, sure, but I 
don’t know how much.” 

It didn’t slow him down.by a whole hell of a lot: 
about a quarter to a half of a second during each 
of the sessions they were driving against each. 
other for official times. During the unofficially 
timed Saturday morning session (although the 
officials did thoughtfully produce a list of times), 
Lauda was quickest, at 1m 18.73. At that same 
stage Mass was second best at 18.85 and Hunt 
did 18.92. In every case of practice Lauda was 
quicker than his teammate Regazzoni, so it seems 
fair to conclude that the World Champion was 
pretty close to his normal form in Spain, for small 
numbers of fast laps anyway. 

The new regulations were probably slowing the 
cars somewhat, as srieudedl although by what 
amount was difficult to say.-Goodyear supplied 
one kind of tyre to everybody (with the exception 
of the new Tyrell), a. conservative construction 
numbered 49 (front) and 23 (rear). People in other 
teams were calling them “McLaren Tyres’ to 


indicate their opinion that the M23 suspension — 
and the Ferrari suspension too — used them most 
effectively. Anyway, the combination of rules and 
tyres and whatever other factors there might 
have been. resulted in Lauda failing to equal his 
1974 Jarama pole position time of 1:18.44 by 0.4s 
officially, 0.3s on Saturday morning. Hunt’s pole 
of 1976 was still 0.08s off the two-year-old record. 
That Patrick Depailler failed to equal the 18.95 
that he’d done — jointly with Hunt — in the 
previous week’s testing was a puzzle to him, but 
anyway it was worthwhile to end up third on the 
grid. It proved that the new-idea car was indeed 
going to work as it had promised. Since its intro- 
uctory appearance, the front-mounted oil 
radiator had been relocated to the right side, 
inboard of the water radiator on that side, the 
purpose of this being mainly to free up the 
aerodynamics of the nosepiece for more down- 
force. All during practice, tabs kept being added 
to the flat, simple nosepiece in the pursuit of this. 
Another aerodynamic development, if that’s 
the right word, was going on at the rear. Both 
models of Tyrrell appeared with a rather bulky 
version of side-intake airbox, incorporating long 
sausage-shaped ducts leading forward towards 
the driver’s ears. Late in practice first Jody 
Scheckter’s 007 and then Depailler’s 34/2 had 


Sweden’s Gunnar Nilsson drove a brilliant race in the: John Player Lotus, leading his new team-mate 


Mario Andretti throughout the weekend. 
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The double caliper braking set-up on Chris Amon’s 
new Ensign (top) which the New Zealander brought 
home a splendid fourth, pipping the Brabham-Alfa 


not a night-and-day difference, more of a 


the rear wing. The new airboxes, in this particular 
case at least, were too wide todo that. 

Jody had no real difficulties beyond his rather 
perennial bad handling, and seemed more or less 
resigned to his seventh row grid place. All the 
expectation and eagerness this weekend was 
focused on his teammate’s chances of doing well 
first time out with the new car. There were 
outsiders who were saying they did not expect it 
actually to win, simply because it was too new and 
therefore ‘“‘must” be unreliable. But the fact that 
the idea was on their minds was the_ best 
testimony of in what regard they held Derek 
Gardner’s idea. Bluntly, nobody was laughing 
anymore. ; 

Watching the little blue car with its garish 
chartrueuse stripes whisk around the track was 
an interesting experience. For the first few laps, 
one had a feeling of ‘‘here’s that peculiar new car 
again, doesn’t it look freakish’’. But presently, as 
the laps went by and one began to notice how 
nimbly it was getting around the comers, the 
balance tipped. Suddenly the other blue car 
popped into sight, and into mind came the 
thought, “Say, what’s wrong with Jody’s car, it 
looks so bulky and ungainly at the front — oh, 
that’s just the old-fashioned front wheels!” 

One then became quite a fan of Project 34, and 
eagerly watched for its next appearance. Patrick 
was fully in tune with the spirit of the thing, and 
was driving with grand elan. Into the tight 
Jarama corners he would come, hard on the 
brakes (impressive braking power from front 
contact patches something like 60 per cent 
greater in total area), and veering cleanly into the 
apexes; then foot hard on the power he would 


of Carlos Pace (below) but failing to oust his team-mate Carlos Reutemann in the closing stages. 


but it was distinctly quick through ihe slower 
corners. “It’s quick in, it’s quick through and i's 
quick out!’’ enthused the young Frenchman, 
visibly dilerious with his new car. Ken Tyrrell was 
going around like a schoolboy with his first pit 
pass, a grin never absent from his face. Not only 
was the car as good as they’d ever dared hope, it 
seemed to have future potential undreamed of. 
The only dark spot in the Tyrrell sky was Derek 
Gardner not being there to see the car working. 
Apparently the week before during the testing 
he’d picked up a stomach virus, and then reacted 
violently to the antibiotics prescribed. He spent 
the Spanish GP weekend in an English Hospital. 


McLaren, Ferrari .and Tyrrell were the 
important technical successes of the meeting. 
Sixth on the grid was the revised Beta March of 
Vittorio Brambilla, shorter top front wishbones 
on his and Ronnie Peterson’s cars pum altered 
roll centres. In point of admitted fact Vittorio’s 
real best lap time wasn’t quite as fast as the 19.27 
given him; about 19.6 was the accepted real value, 
compared to the 19.8 the team felt Ronnie had 
done. So SuperSwede wasn’t quite as far off the 
pace as it looked. Both men had adventurous’ 
practices, Ronnie with diverse things like rear 
wings and nosepieces and airboxes coming loose 
or off, while Vittorio “had the courtesy to test our 
new bed of volcanic ash for us” (Peter Jowett of 
the FICA.) : 

This was an experiment incorporated before the 
catch fences at the first corner, a depression in the 
ground perhaps a foot deep filled with a kind of 
gravel made of pumice from a nearby sgnery. An 
especial advantage of this material (Monza uses 
sand, the Nurburgring has piles of stones) was the 
way water would drain through it so that the 
consistency should not change, rain or shine. The 
orange March ploughed through it sideways and 
scrubbed speed off rapidly enough, so the 
eventual contact with fencing was very gentle. 

Gunnar Nilsson’s fourth row grid position was a 
monument to very hard driving, and neither his 
nor Mario Andretti’s JPS’s looked very good 
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the worst-looking cars at Jarama, early in practice 
anyway; he thought the Ferraris were smoothest, 
followed by the McLarens. But the drivers 
themselves said they thought the cars were 
handling surprisingly well, much better than they 
had ed after a pretty it At gape test 
week. ‘““We were two seconds off the pace then,” 
said Peter Warr, “and now we seem to have 
picked up one and_a half seconds virtually 
overnight.” 

“This is a good team,” said Andretti with 
unfeigned confidence. ‘‘Really, I’m pleased”’ said 
Nilsson. 

The pair of JPS 77s were both running the 
“naked” outboard front suspension, which saves 
a lot of unsprung weight over the original design. 
As at McLarens, the wheelbase had been 
lengthened, with a 5in spacer here. The type of 


“eared” airbox finally adopted was different from - 


the original Ferrari-like nostrils, too. Internally, 
there was a re-panelling of the driver footwells 
with sheets of half-inch thick aluminium honey- 
comb. This was emphatically not to stiffen the 
chassis in a performance sense, averred Warr, 
repeating the statements of Brazil that the-77 was 
one of the strongest chassis they’ve ever made. It 
was simply to reduce the chances of external 
objects penetrating into the footwell in the case of 
a bad shunt. Armour pate in fact. 

Splitting the two JPSs on the grid was the long 
Gitanes Ligier-Matra, essentially unmodified 
beyond its new, very smooth airbox drawing air 
from behind the driver’s head. (Why this works on 
a Ligier and not on a Fittipaldi or a Parnelli is a 
puzzle ...). 


Right behind him was the new and very elegant. 
Ensign, a car which drew genuine praise from 
rival designers. Chris Amon was generally happy 
with it, although he wanted more traction out of 
slow speed corners. Side-by-side on the next row 
were the two Martini Brabhams, neither going 
very well in either engine or  handlin 

departments. “I’ve got a lot of understeer, an 

nothing makes any difference,” said Carlos Pace, 
“and my engine is only as good as the slow 
Fords.’”’ Carlos Reutemann had a heavy shunt 


Patrick Depailler in the six-wheel Tyrrell heads Jochen Mass in the “wide track” McLaren M23. Neither finished after exceptional showings. 
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oversteer, I don’t know why.” 

John Watson was alongside Scheckter with the 
Citibank PC3 Penske, the team having con- 
centrated on putting some 400 testing miles on 
the new model PC4, so that there wasn’t anything 
much different about the older one (bar wing 
relocation and twin-eared airbox). It wasn’t 
handling very well at Jarama at first, Watson 
describing a tendency for it to swap between over- 
and understeer several times in one corner. 
“These corners are a lot like Sweden, long, banked 
loops. It’s different from the circuits we use for 
testing in Britain.’’ Some of his handling trouble 
was however found to be of a mechanical nature: a 
pair of seized up dampers. 


This was getting to be the unhappy end of the 
grid, and another pair of drivers whose cars 
weren't going very well — for one thing they 
hadn’t been able to come testing — were Jean 
Pierre Jarier and Tom Pryce in the Shadows. 
They had managed some comparative laps at 
Silverstone between the old pattern and new 
pattern rear wing assemblies, and were rather 
pleased to find no measurable difference. But in 
Spain there seemed to be a big deterioration with 
the newer pattern. Another illustration of how 
important are the differences between circuits. 
The two Shadows started out with long wheelbase 
settings, but after Pryce tried the T-car in the last 


. practice with short wheelbase, both race cars were 


set that way for the race. It seemed that the rear 
wings weren’t working well in conjunction with 
the new airboxes, however. ‘“‘At least I’ve been 
able to leave them with a pretty comprehensive 
job-list!’” remarked Tony Southgate on Sunday 
morning. On Monday he was due at Lotus. 

The “Reading team” Marches of Hans Stuck 
and Arturo Merzario were, as usual, one step 
behind the other pair; they still had the older front 


quakfied sideby-side like ti : Alfas, 
three rows behmd. A chang roi centre 

ced Emerson Fittipaldi’s scar, but 
fidn make the handling very good: “Its 


ivoting a lot around the front m the fast corners. 

think maybe the regulations about the wing are 
affecting our car more than the others,” mused 
the not very ha PY Brazilian. On Saturday he lost 
his car in one of the corners but managed to retain 
a shred of his humour. “I was trying the handling. 
but instead I try the fence!” There was some 
damage to the front of the tub, but it was repai 
for the final session and the car was able to take 
ne = tenth row grid place. Not as good as hed 

oped. 


If you think Emerson was unhappy; though. 
you should have seen his young teammate Ingo 
Hoffman. His usual calm was finally ruffled by his 
third engine blowup on Saturday. Three engmes 
gone in seven laps, none having been taken over 
8000rpm. All different failures, too, and all low- 
mileage engines. ‘‘There’s something wrong,” 
decided the unhappy Ingo. ‘‘I’m glad we're not 

aying him by the mile,” cracked his designer 

ivila, “At £2500 a lap wecouldn’t affordit.” * + 

The Surtees team were another with split 
qualifying success. Neither car seemed to be 
handling at all well, and Brett Lunger’s was 
giving a string of troubles as well: wheelbearing, 
gust jumping out, fuel feed baulking, a puncture. 

e said he was not personally being troubled by 
his Silverstone neck injury: ‘I’m not aware of it 
while I’m driving, so I don’t see how it could be 
slowing me up any.” But he was wearing a neck 
brace on the first day; and anyway he was unable 
to nes for the grid. Alan Jones had better luck 
and better speed, and started alongside Fittipaldi. 

Once again the two Walter Wolf/Frank 
Williams cars were finally put onto coil springy 
once again for the reason of inability to get the 
rubber ones adjusted as stiffly as desired. Both 
Jacky Ickx and Michael Leclere did manage to be 
in the top 24. Rounding out the grid was a happy 
Larry Perkins, who was having a decent first race 
with the Boro-nee-Ensign, and a nose-bashing 
incident on the first day didn’t harm him much. 
“T’d like a better time,’’ he remarked after 
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Vittorio Brambilla upheld his reputation for being a difficult man to pass as Jacques Laffite found ee ‘So too did the. 


Mario Andretti who follow here. 


practice, but we’ve got the car handling nicely, 
just a bit of oversteer in the slow ones, and 
basically it’s me that’s slow.” It was good to 
realize that at long last he’d have a chance to wipe 
out the bad memory of his attempted F1 
at the ‘Ring, two years ago. 

The up-down revisions of the starting grid 
finally settled down to 25 happy. contestants, 
which meant that six had to sit on the sidelines. 
Lunger was first alternate, and Loris Kessel in the 
RAM BT44 was next. They both obviously would 
have made it in a normal, 26-grid GP. The local 
driver Emilio de Villota was Kessel’s teammate 
for the: weekend, but just did not show the speed. 
Patrick Neve stood around all weekend visibly 
itching to drive, and even stood around all suited 
up one session, but to his disgust never was 

owed to climb in. 

About five minutes from the end of the last 
session the newcomer backed the Brabham into a 
fence. This brought the session to a premature 
end and the time never was made up, which 
caught out several drivers who had planned to go 
out then for a final effort. Practice thus trailed off 
without that gratifying climax which winds up 
most Saturdays. 

Harald Ert] with his revised Hesketh — one 
interesting new tweak, a small airduct which 
reportedly fed pressure into the brake system to 
cert pad knockback — did not qualify. Nor did 

milio Zapico in the older Williams. 

The question about the number on the grid was 
only one of the variables of the weekend. Practice 
on both days was delayed, the Friday morning 
one getting off nearly half an hour late because of 
ongoing work on barriers — universal excuse 
these days — and Saturday began an hour late. 
(See previous reason.) These delays had no real 
effect on laptimes,as weather conditions, at least, 
were stable. The first session was the coldest, and 
was the one without a preliminary of use by local 
1800cc formula cars; it turned out to be the 
quickest session, it seemed. 

Like practice, the race was delayed, from the 
ultimately-scheduled 4pm to 4.15. The reason for 
this was the attendance of King Juan Carlos I, 
who helicoptered in amidst a huge cloud of 
blowing dust and a decorous smattering of 
applause. 

_ Nor did the race go to its original 90 scheduled 
Ee: probably because somebody suddenly 

ized that would take it well over the two-hour 
mark. The new distance was 75 laps, a mere 
158.55 miles. 

It is easy to stand on the outside of a complex 
eperation and make critical remarks, and one 
wouldn’t want to be so critical that someone says, 
"Right, you have a go yourself then!” But apart 
fom inefficiencies of organization which can 
happen in any country, the Spanish as Grand Prix 
organisers can give you anervous twitch now and 
then. Austrian journalist Heinz Prueller came 
quite close to becoming another motor racing 
statistic — although just what column to put him 
in would have been a problem. 

“I was coming through a gate and I showed my 
IRPA armband and the v said that 
wasn't good enough. | said yes it was and tried to 
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go by, but he became excited and pushed me back. 
I promise you, I know you do not fight with 
Spanish policemen and I kept my arms at my side, 
but his hat fell off and hit the ground, bang. I also 
know you do not laugh at Spanish policemen and 
I promise I did not laugh, but I think perhaps 
some of the other people smiled a little. This made 
the policeman quite ase His face became white 
and he began to shake, and his mouth became, 
you know, loose — his lips were quivering. He 
drew his pistol and drew back the cide and took 
off the safety, I could hear it click, and he pointed 
it right at my chest. His hand was shaking. I went 
away. 

Isn’t it odd how the do-gooders in motor racing 
get all in a lather about circuit safety and driver 
safety and spectator safety and pits road safety 
and we-must-do-this-before-it-happens, etc, and 
yet year after year everybody goes back to Spain 
and puts up with the Spanish police. ; 

If you think they were doing anything really 
effective about keeping excess human baggage 
out of the pits or dangerous circuit areas, you are 
mistaken. 


RACE 


Sunday morning was beautiful, bright and with 
the chill completely gone in favour of summery 
warmth. This could not but have helped Niki feel 
better, about the ordeal before him, and to the 
hundred separate inquiries about his health he 
gave a terse, “Es geht.” It’ll do. He did a few 
warm-up laps and came back in; the car obviously 
felt good and all the Ferrari people stood above it 
with their hands at their sides; half hidden among 
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them, Niki’s eyes were cold, pale, remote. 

There was a wearing long wait until it was time 
for the race, and there were more than a few 
fidgets developing about air schedules by the time 
the King’s big white chopper loomed majestically 
over the hoardings and settled ponderously into 
the paddock. We could go ahead, then. 

One warm-up lap from the dummy grid — and 
Fittipaldi was jumping out. A brake caliper was 
leaking fluid, and he ran down to the pits and 
jumped into the idle Hoffman car. One more lap 
for him alone then, to see what it was like to drive, 
and back into place. And they were off. 

It was a clean enough start, with both McLaren 
and Ferrari moving away together from the front 
row, certain of the following cars moving before 
that, but not by much. After the initial surge, 
however, Hunt’s car lagged and Lauda 
accelerated ahead. The pack arrived down into 
the double-apex first bend — called Nuvolari and’ 
Fangio corners — with Niki ahead and James just 
holding second, Brambilla bulldozing his way up 
into third, but the rest of the first part of the grid 
preserving more or less their grid places. Towards 
the back, Pryce’s new airbox apparently scooped 
up some of the billowing grit and his throttles 
jammed shut; the Shadow lagged and it was some 
moments before he could release the slides and 
charge off after the tailenders. 

It was a five-car race immediately, Lauda, 
Hunt, Brambilla, Depailler and Mass screaming 
out onto the straight at the end of the first lap 
already with a noticeable cushion to Laffite’s 
sixth place. But Brambilla’s place in it was not 
secure, for into the first corner that time Depailler 
slipped by him on braking. On the third lap Mass 
did him too, and the march began to slip back into 
the teeth of the second bunch. 


Getting stuck in. Jacky Ickx tweaks his Wolf Williams through a turn on his way through the field. 
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John Watson, having spun an 
outbraking manoeuvre. 


At this point Fittipaldi brought the second 
Copersucar of his day into the pits — gear linkage 
derangement. A couple of laps later Peterson 
suddenly lagged and pitted, the car overheating 
— it had been doing some of that in practice as 
well. Emerson did not get going again, but Ronnie 
did; however, then his pinion bearing began to fail 
and he stopped once again, for good. 

On his 17th lap, Stuck, running all alone having 
dropped back from his run with the last bunch 
because of gear selection trouble, lost control of 
his car coming out of a hairpin and crunched the 
nose into the inside embankment. Then about this 
time Brambilla, who was (said the affected 
drivers) holding up Laffite and then Nilsson as 
long as he could, had fallen off the road when 
Gunnar very determinedly came up inside; the 
two cars did not touch, says the young Swede, but 
anyway it seemed a fair repayment for the Race of 
Champions. . .. Vittorio got going again, looking 
all dusty and dishevelled and with the belly 
spoiler trailing, and did not stop in the pits. 
Perhaps he should have. A couple of laps later a 
rear suspension link broke and stopped him in 
another cloud of dust on the circuit. There then 
remained only one March running, but not for 
long, because Merzario had to quit with his gear 
selection gone, too. _ : 

The main pattern of the race was this: running 
nose-to-tail were the first four, Lauda with Hunt 
hard after him and then Depailler having Mass in 
his mirrors. All four were driving as fast as they 
could, keeping their place in a kind of cruising 
formation waiting for something to break it up, 
hopefully to their individual advantage. In fifth, 
having broken free into a solitary run, Laffite had 
the Ligier going well, while sixth was Nilsson 
about as little as . is possible to be ahead of 
Andretti and Regazzoni. Earlier Scheckter had 
been ahead of the second Ferrari, but gradually 
had to settle-back and keep more of an eye on the 
pack struggling for the next place: Reutemann 
just holding off Jarier, Watson, Pace, Amon and 
Jones. Those still further back were running more 
or less singly, although Pryce was working his 
way back up from the back. 

It was turning out a more changeable race than 
one might have expected, albeit by progressive 
default. Laffite was the next to suffer, when 


rejoined in a spectacular manner, 


nds Alan Jones attempting 


suddenly he lost his top two gears and bottom as 
well; instantly the three behind were by and he 
stopped in the pits to have the linkage sorted out. 
Moments after that the rot struck up ahead to his 
compatriot Depailler. 

Patrick had been driving very hard, holding his 
own nicely in the midst of Ferrari and McLarens 
just as practice had suggested, although his back 
tyres — back, not the fronts — were going off. On 
the 27th lap something more serious went off, his 
brakes. : 

“Tt happen once before, in testing,” he reported 
later on. “Suddenly you push the pedal and it go 
to the floor. You can pump and you get it back 
again, but by the this time it is too late. I spin.”’ It 
was not a serious shunt, and it was with the less 
important end of the car, but it faded Ken’s smile 
a little. 

Mass closed up behind his team-mate, and the 
two of them were really hounding Lauda. They 
both said afterward that they thought the 
Champion was tiring. At the end of 30 laps James, 
believing he’d seen a weakness, pulled out after 
the ats and made an authoritative run up the 
inside into the first turn. ‘I can do these things 
with Niki, and he can do these things with me; he 
saw me coming and let me have the corner.” 
James gained a full 1} seconds by the same point 
of the next lap, and Jochen quickly followed him 
through. The two set off in a nose-to-tail 
exuburant cruise then, and the dispirited Ferrari 
driver watched them vanish ahead. 

It was at this point that Andretti broke off his 
run between Nilsson and Regazzoni and stopped 
in the pits, his gear selection gone like so many 
others this day. He said he was pleased with the 
way the JPS had been going, though, just as in 
practice. That let Regga up to hound Gunnar, and 
hound he did, although the junior member of the 
duel looked comfortably in command of his 
furiously pumping arms. As they came up to lap 
Leclere, an opening wasn’t granted — so after 
three laps Gunnar made one. Bang. How that 
might have turned out. in the end we'll never 
know. It was the Ferrari that faltered, the fuel 
pressure gauge springing a leak all over Clay’s 
legs, and he came into the pits for as quick a 
staunching job as his crewmen could manage. 

(Some years ago, in a CanAm race, Lothar. 


Sad end to a good debut for the six-wheel Tyrrell when the brakes overheated and Patrick Depailler slid 


off into the catch fencing. 
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fundamentally stopped the Chaparral man's 
driving career. Lothar thenceforth in every one of 
his cars mstalled a valve in the pressure gauge 
line, reachable from the driving position — and 
some years later had to use it.) 

Nilsson was glad of the respite, for his gears too 
were getting heavy to select and he had a blister 
growing on his palm. Besides that his engine 
wasn’t pulling over 10,000. 

The end looked like it was in sight now, but 
theré was more to go wrong. eckter, who 
should have run comfortably to whatever was the 
next place behind Nilsson, stopped on the edge of 
the road trailing a haze of smoke — the oil pump 
drive having failed. Jarier was next up, but next 


‘out: apparent electrical failure, after a strong run 


which had Jean-Pierre smiling as he talked about 
it. 

After quite a struggle he’d got around 
Reutemann and started pulling away from that 


‘ ongoing dice behind the Brabham. It was in the 


nick of time: Watson, next up, suddenly and 
violently looped off in the midst of a hairpin, 
presenting the closely pursuing Amon with a 
nasty squeeze-through. < 

But he was safely through, and immediately 
closed up to Reutemann — and stuck there. For 
lap after lap, then, the Ensign tried to force its 


-way by the Brabham, but in vain. Then Chris had 


his second big near-miss. 

Watson’s engine exploded in a huge pall of 
smoke; he pulled off and parked on the outside of 
the fast downhill lefthander called Bugatti. Some 
cars came _ through, and then the 
Reutemann/Amon dice. Splitting them for the 
last lap or two had been the Ligier, Laffite having 
closed up on them after his pitstop and slipped 
ahead of the Ensign. Jacques thereupon mana, 
to lose the blue car on the oil, at one of the few 
points around Jarama where cars are travelaa 
fast, and Amon must have seen nothing but a wil 
blue blur over his nose. But again he escaped. 

This put Chris a couple of seconds behind Big 
Carlos, but once again he was back up behind in a 
couple more laps. Here was the last dice of the 
Spanish GP, and it went all the way to the flag. 

Other Carlos, pounding along in sight of 
Amon’s pursuit of his. teammate, arriyed on the 
scene of the Watson oil a moment after Laffite, 
and he too got it wrong, going off the outside in a 
huge slide which he managed to keep from 
turning into-.a spin — and from a heavy shunt into 
the stationary Penske, for that matter. He too 
recovered, and was still in sight of the other two 
red cars at the end. 

Then Mass’s engine blew up! BOOM, right in 
view of the pits. He trailed oil on in. 

So it was all alone that James Hunt took the 
flag, a whole 30.97 seconds clear of Niki Lauda. It 
was a popular victory, high time, well deserved, 
spoiled only a little by everyone’s awareness of 
the Ferrari driver’s handicap. It often enough 
works out the other way, too, and for every lucky 
win a driver has had many unlucky losses. You 
count your victories as you get them. 

If you can get them. It was about half an hour 
after the cool off lap that the CSI inspection 
committee — invited to the circuit and specifically 
requested to check the cars by the F1CA put a 
pair of straight edges upright against the outside 
of the McLarens’ rear tyres, measured the 
distance across, and discovered. ... 

But the Spanish GP as a motor race was over. It 
was in the realm of something else, now. Oo 


Hard trier as ever.-Clay Regazzoni kerbs his 
Ferrari in pursuit of the leaders. 
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Dawson’s Datsun deal 


On the eve of the Welsh, the extent 
of the Andrew Dawson/Datsun 
Violet deal has been revealed. Andy, 
whose name has been linked with at 
least four makes of rally car already 
this season, is to take over the ex- 
Harry Kallstrom lightweight 16- 
valve 215bhp Violet TwinCam 
which the latter drove last year on 
the Lombard RAC. The events which 
are at present envisaged this year 
include the Welsh, the Scottish, the 
Jim Clark, the Burmah, the Manx 
and the Lombard RAC in November. 

The works-built Violet is to be 
rally prepared and run by the 
enthusiastic East Anglian Datsun 
concern, Glovers of Ely who already 
prepare a Violet for Barry Lee, and 
the two Datsuns will now run on the 
above events as a two car team, with 
on-event servicing being supervised 
by Geoff Glover, although it is 
expected that Andy will have two of 
his own mechanics in the field as 
well. 

This car, since it is has been leant 
by the works in Japan for the year, is 
about as near to an official Datsun 
drive as it is possible to get, and the 
venture is being sponsored by Sanyo 
(Japan), as distinct from the deal 
which the British Sanyo operation 
enjoys with Tony Fowkes. The car 
however will be in virtually the same 
livery as the Fowkes’ RS1800. Andy 


Johnstone for Rallyman 


Ford’s Rally Person of the Month in 
April goes for the first time to a co- 
driver of ‘active duty’. In the depths 
of Kenya, among the sudden 
quagmires created by flash floods, 
one of rallying’s greatest characters, 
the irrepressible Scotsman, 
Johnstone Syer, was_ standing 
outside his stricken Colt Lancer, 
which, driven by .Andrew Cowan, 
had become hopelessly stuck in the 
ous mud. Johnstone was just 

aning across between the seats to 
get at the tow rope when Cowan’s 
car was violently rammed in the rear 
by Zulli Rhemtulla’s Datsun SSS 
710. The impact catapulted the Colt 
forward; and inside, Johnstone was 
thrown against the screen pillar, 
crushing his rib cage before being 
ht out of the car and down onto a 


Enduring partnership — Cowan (left) and Syer pose for pictures before the 
World Cup Rally. 


=_—_— 


Glovers earlier this week. As we- 


is expecting to be running the car on 
Japanese Dunlops after the Welsh, 
and the car was being prepared at 


went to press, negotiations were 
underway to wrest a new engine 
from the clutches of the British 
customs, the existing unit having 
put a connecting rod through the 
side of the block. 

The new deal must indeed must be 
a very happy one for Dawson who 
remains free to devote almost his 
entire attention to the rapidly 
expanding business which DAD i 
currently enjoying. 


Dawson — reunited with a Datsun. 
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Despite severe pain from one 
cracked and three fractured ribs, 
Johnstone elected to continue for a 
further two rough and lenghy legs of 
the Safari route before receivin 
medical aid, and in doing so enabl 
Colt to complete a 1-2-3 finish and to 
take home the team prize. 
Johnstone’s_ resilience has _ been 
proved on countless occasions at 
post rally parties all round the globe, 
but his selfless bravery in this 
instance caught the imagination of: 
the press who voted unanimously for 
him. Happily Johnstone is now 
almost fully recovered from his 
painful experiences and can be seen 
in action before, during and after the 
Welsh where in exchange for some 
liquid refreshment, he will doubtless 
be prepared to relate the entire 
horrendous tale! We’ll drink to that! 


Welsh victory? 


Roger Clark on Bramham Park at the beginning of last year’s 
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A real challenge to Ford? 


Who is going to win the Welsh? Will 
it turn out to be just another Ford 
steamroller, or can the ranks of the 
opposition, surely never seen in such 


strength and profusion outside the . 


RAC Rally at last make some real 
impression. Boreham have been 
going through a not entirely success- 
ful phase recently (for them) and 
thanks to a shortage of cars avail- 
able for their many commitments, 
are this week fielding Roger and Ari 
in their usual forest RS1800s. Much 
of Ford’s recent efforts have been 
directed towards Morocco where rec- 
ceing is underway for the WCR 
event at the end of June, and thanks 
to a shortage of suitable vehicles, we 
hear that there are regretful plans to 
convert the Monte Carlo tarmac car 
back to rough road trim for use as 
Roger’s recce car on this event. The 
Boreham cars have through a com- 
bination of sometimes unfortunate 
circumstances not won any of the 
last five events in which they have 
entered, but it would certainly be a 
foolhardy pundit who predicted that 
they might lose out again. Both 
Roger and Ari are very keen to get to 
grips with some rallying again, and 
the challengers are going to have to 
pullouteverythingtokeepup. 

_. Two further RS1800s are making 
their respective debuts in the hands 
‘of Tony Fowkes at number three, 
supported by Sanyo, and Nigel 
Rockey making his first appearance 
since the RAC at number 15; Nigel 
was desperately working to ready 
his new car for the event as we went 
to press and his chances of starting 
are only 50/50. While at numbers 
eight and 18, the eagerly awaited 
works TR7s are to make their initial 
competitive foray. Engine dramas at 
Abingdon notwithstanding, these 
cars, which are still an essentially 
unknown quantity, should go really 
well, and their excellent handling is 
expected to be fully exploited by the 
experienced Messrs Culcheth and 
Pond. In addition Per Inge Walfrids- 
son will be making another 
appearance in the Chequered Flag 
Stratos. For the Welsh, the team are 
unfortunately being forced to run 
with the engine which completed the 


gruelling Circuit of Ireland because 
the spare unit was found to have a 
cracked crankshaft, and the age-old 
problem of spares has meant. that 
the new component has still to 
arrive. In addition, they are still 
awaiting the special works uprights 
which are required to fit the demon 
twin servo braking system (they 
have had all the other necessary 
poe for some time) but they hope to 
ave some of the new Pirelli P7 deep 
tread loose surface tyres and, of 
course, they have Per himself, who is 
at his brilliant best in the forests. 
Russell Brookes ‘has already 
proved this year that he has the 
necessary speed to take home the 
biggest cups, and there was talk 
after the Circuit that he might 
bring along his new tarmac car to try 
in the forests. . . . Billy Coleman’s 
confidence must now surely be 
greatly . increased after _his 
resounding win on the Circuit, and 
we can also expect some great 
driving from Pentti Airikkala, Chris 
Sclater (Chrysler Avenger), Will 
Sparrow, John Taylor, Colin Malkin 
(Porsche) and many more besides. .. . 
not, of course, forgetting Mr 
Blomqvist who this week takes pride 
of place on our centre spread. If the 
220bhp 99 were to last, anything is 
possible from the Swede. 


Ari Vatanen — this time? 
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Lindsay on the trail 


The first round of the Belfast 
Telegraph Special Stage champion- 
ship. Belfast Bangor and Newtown- 
ards MC’s Timber Trail Rally, which 
took place last weekend, was won in 
convincing style by David Lindsay 
in his immaculate RS1800. The 
championship, which has attracted 
considerable interest in Northern 
Treland, got off to a moderately 
encouraging start, and although 
certain aspects of the BBN MC’s 
rally had their rough edges, the 
championship bodes well for the 
future. 

The event, which started in Cook- 
stown and finished in Ballymena, 
used six stages around the northern 
and western shores of Lough Neagh, 
and apart from an unrealistic target 
time on the 10 mile first stage ( a 


bogey time of nine minutes was set;. 


but since most cars could not better’ 
18 minutes, the following road 
section was a mad scramble) which 
resulted in road penalties on this 
section eventually being scrubbed, 
most aspects went off smoothly. 

Some competitors felt that the £18 
entry fee was on the high side but if a 
story going around at the time had. 
any substance (this one concerned 
the payment of some £1000 to Lord 
O’Neill for the use of Shane’s Castle 
stage) then the fee was at the least 
understandable. 

Dessie McCartney finished a 
distant seventh in his_ hastily 
completed ‘forest’ Carrera which was 
immediately christened “Joseph” on 
account of the fact that he had not 
had time to paint it, so that doors, 
boot, bonnet and tail were all of 
different colours; and David Agnew 
finished third after completing the 
event with his Carrera equipped with 
racers on the front. Tom Lawther 


rolled his RS1600 into the river on 


_Glen Shane, but despite a maximum 


still almost made the top ten, while 
Robert McBurney appeared in his 
most ferocious VW yet, which was 
complete with an ex-McCartney 2.2 
litre Porsche motor. He was lying 
comfortably in the top three when a 
rod broke and the engine fell apart 
on the fourth stage. Cahal Curley has 
now bought the John McAlorum 
lightweight BMW and was expected 
to make an appearance, but did not 
infact start, while Paul Martin also 
failed to make it thanks to last 
minute electrical failure. 


1, David Lindsay/David Sandford (RS1800); 2, 
Sean _Campbell/Yvonne Campbell (RS2000) first 
G1; 3, David Agnew/robert Harkness (Porsche 
Carrera). 

The next round is the Permapost Rally in ten 
days time. 

David Lindsay — reliability at last. 
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Lancia Pointer 


News at last of Norfolk’s contri- 
bution to the Esso Uniflo/BTRDA 
Goid Star Stage Rally Champion- 
ship, the Sporting Car Club of 
Norfolk organised lLancia-Pointer 
Rally. Scheduled to start from the 
co-sponsors, Pointer Motor Com- 
pany’Ss spacious premises on 
Sunday, July 18, it offers the usual 
format of 40 miles of mixed stages 
linked by about 120 road miles. 
Added features of this year’s event 
though are a vastly improved prize 
fund (£470 in cash and about £150 in 
other awards) and the likelihood of 
more new stages to add to the usual 
tests ‘such as’ Hockering and 
Sennowe. Also, some of the trouble- 
some venues of the past are deleted 
this year. As well as the major cham- 
pionship mentioned the Lancia 
Pointer counts towards Pirelli/CCC, 
AEMC Stages and ASEMMC rally 
championships. The usual Pointer 
weather has apparently been 
ordered. A pre-event dance and 
scrutineering takes place at the 
Hotel Norwich on the evening of the 
17th. 

Regs will be available in about two 
weeks from Graham Alderton, 13 
Sewell Road, Norwich, NR3 4BP (tel: 
0603 404241), for the 150 places, plus 
30 reserves at £17.00 each, the cost 
including one service pack. 


@ The enthusiastic Century Oils 
men, having apparently despaired 
of achieving reliability’ from 
Laurie Richards’ RS1800 through 


‘conventional means, have called for 


the services of a ‘medium’ to exorcize 
the evil spirits lurking within the 
car’s smart exterior. It is confidently. 
predicted that an_ exorcism, 
ceremony will be carried out before 
the start of the Welsh in Cardiff! 


Unfenced roads decision changes Manx 


Due to a decision by the Manx 
Highway Board which will prevent 
closing of unfenced roads during the 
hours of darkness, the organizers of 
the Manx International Trophy 
Rally — Manx Autosport — have 
been forced to change the format of 
the 1976 event. The rally will now 


Porsche is serviced. 
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take place starting early morning of 
Friday, September 17 with a seeding 
stage on the outskirts of Douglas to 
establish. the starting order. 
Immediately after lunch the Rally 
restarts for four stages finishing at 
15.30 and after a short halt an 
evening and night session will be 


The promenade in Douglas and a typical scene from last year as Curley’s 


held between 18.00 and 01.30 on 
Saturday. The Saturday section will 
commence at 09.30 and finish back in 
Douglas at 15.30. Despite the 
problems caused by the Highway 
Board's ruling, the’ stage mileage has 
been increased over the 1975 event. 

Scrutineering will be during 
Thursday, thus allowing extra time 
for social activities that night, an 
area on which the organizers are as 
keen as ever to see as an integral 
part of the event as a whole. 

Apart from the changes to the 
format, 1976 will see other changes 
to benefit the competitor. Results 
will be computerised thanks to the 
generosity of the Manx computer 
Bureau who are sponsoring the 
results side of the event. For the first 
time on he island, digital clocks will 
be used for stage starts and finishes. 
These two facets alone will improve 
the already efficient results and 
timing side of the event. An 
increased prize fund sees a first ever 
for the Manx of £1000 first prize and 
in order to make travel easier and 
more economical for competitors, 
marshals and_ spectators alike, 
package deals have been arranged. 
At the same time, the entry fee has 


been held at the low figure of £45,- 


which is certainly excellent value for 
an International Rally in 1976. The 
1976 Manx seems certain to be 


-friendly, efficient and compact as 


ever. Further details from: Peter 
Dudley, Entries Secretary, 60 
Ballachurry Avenue, Onchan, Isle of 
Man, Tel: (0694) 22167. 


Hammie’s day 


Last weekend’s Challengers round in 
the Scotsman rally championshi 
was one by none other than Hammie 
Hannah/David McHarg im_ the 
former’s new RS1800. The Blane 
Stages, a Lanarkshire CC 10 stage, 
rally, sponsored by Blanes of 
Paisley, the Datsun people, started 
in Fort William and made use of 
some interesting ‘fallow’ rally stages 
on its tortuous route south towards 
the finish in Oban. 

Being in the fortuitous position of 
possessing a block of stages which 
no other club was about to use, the 
Lanarkshire CC put in for a second 
forestry allocation and in 
consequence came up with a number 
of very interesting and testing stage 
miles mcluding Leanachan forest, 
Glen Nevis, Glencoe, Glen Duror, 
Barcaldine and Glen Reigh. Hannah 
was fastest on eight of the 10 stages 
and was chased home by Ian and 
Dawn Milne who fought their way 
back up through the field during the 
day after having wrong-slotted on 
the very first test in Leanachan 
Forest losing over a minute during 
the incident. On the very last stage 
of the day they overtook Brian 
Benson, who eventually spun under 
pressure from the Milnes’ rapidly 
closing RS1800, allowing the happy 
couple to finish just eight seconds up 
at the finish. 

The rally was held on a wet and 
windy day and it was generally felt 
that Ian might well have been a 
victim of the elements on the first 
test in that one of the arrows may 
have suffered from the inclement 
conditions. However he was 
obviously not going to catch Hannah 
who was never regularly headed all 
day. Ian Wilson rolled in Leanachan 
forest to post a very early retire 
ment, his car having to be towed out 
of the forest after the passage of the 
last car. Out of a full 120 car entry, 
the maximum Challengers points 
went ot fourth placed Des McNelis’ 
Escort TC, but the leader in the 
Challengers section is still David 
Porter of SMT with the Chunky: 


Chicken Magnum. 


1, Hammie Hannah/David McHarg (RS1800 
45.19: 2, lan Milne/Dawn Milne (RS1800) 47.41; 3. 
Brian Benson/Neil Turner (RS1600) 47.49; 4, Des 
McNelis/Grainger Robertson (Escort TC) 47.58 5. 
Alex Holmes/irvine Buckley (Escort TC) 48.35. 


Munster entries 


The 28th Circuit Of Munster rally 
will be held on June 6/7 and will be 
based in Kenmare, Co Kerry. 

This all-tarmac event will feature a 
total mileage of 350 miles, 180 of 
which will be stage mileage. Ten 
stages will be run on each of the two 
days, Sunday’s run starting at noon 
with the Monday start at 9am. 

Clerks of the Course are Richard 
O’Rourke/Donal Griffin, and 
Secretary of the event is Shaun Wall. 
‘ Regulations are available from 
Shaun at 104 Finian Park, Shannon. 
Co Clare. Entries close on May 15 
with late entries accepted up to May 
26. Entry fee is £25, latecomers £5 
extra. 
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Still a bizarre sight on stages, Spa 


Pas . 
rrow’s standard Chevette as seen on the 


ce 


Cheltenham Festival. The car won its class on the ECR Tulip Rally recently, 
and there are plans to enter the 24 hours of Ypres. 


Sparrow’s Vauxhall programme 


Will Sparrow’s Vauxhall Chevette, 
which appeared recently on the 
Cheltenham Festival, was out again 
on the Tulip Rally at the weekend. 
The project is in fact a Vauxhall one, 
and nothing to do with DTV at. 
Shepreth. The idea is for Will to 
carry out a feasibility study on the 
car to determine whether it is 
possible to make a cheap rally car 
out of the basic saloon. Will’s 


Hadrian Centurion 


Regulations are now available for the 
Hadrian MC’s Centurion Stages 
(29th May) which is being organised 
in conjunction with the Tyneside 
Motorsport Group. With a £25 entry 
fee covering a rally which boasts 100 
stage miles in both Keilder and the 
infamous Otterburn Ranges, this 
ANECCC qualifier seems like 
excellent value. Most of the stages 
will be similar to those used on the 
RAC and/or the Jim Clark and the 
event will offer the Clubman a 
chance to get to grips with some 
‘real’ stages for comparatively 
sensible money. Entry list closes on 
the 22nd May and the man to get in 
touch with is C. R. Salkeld, 54 
Woodside Gardens, Dunston, Gates- 
head, Tyne and Wear (tel Dunston 
605642). 


Dursley Fouracre 


The Dursley MC and LCC are pro- 
moting its Fouracre Memorial Rally 
on Sunday June 6, a qualifyin 
round for the Welsh and West Mid- 
land Association Stage Champion- 
ships. 

The event (formerly the ‘‘HiFi’’) is 
sponsored by Frenchay Park Service 
Station, Bristcl, and will start from 
their premises. It is named after 
John Fouracre, former navigator of 
Dennis Harris the proprietor of 
Frenchay Park, who was killed in a 
road accident a few years ago. Many 
old favourite and some new stages 
will be included. 

Regulations are available from the 
emitries secretary Mrs. C.E. Johnson, 
26. Walkmill Lane, Kingswood, 
Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucs. 


® Graham Elsmore’s retirement on 
the Tavern national recently was 
caused by an oil pump seizure which 
mn he to a seers pump and 
jackshaft. Fortunately, 
there was no damage m4 crankshaft, 
bearings or other mechanicals, and 
the car was almost ready for the 
Welsh when we spoke to Graham at 
the beginningof the week. 


on 


however, - 


Chevette is the ex-Barry Foley Tour 
of Britain machine and the only 
modifications carried out to it are 
the fitting of an exhaust skid, safety 
equipment and so on. It is believed 
that the engine was blueprinted 
before the Tour last year. the 
Tulip, Will finished 25th overall and 
won the small car class in Group 1. 
Such preparation as has been done 
has been completed in Will’s own 
workshops. 


Circuit of Ireland 
vote of thanks 


from Dan and Billy 


Dan O’Sullivan contacted us early 
this week to ask if we might put into 
rint an acknowledgement of both 
is and Billy Coleman’s gratitude to 


the men in the background on the - 


Circuit of Ireland who contributed to 
the fine victory. Firstly Redmond 
O’Donohue, Ford of Cork PR man 
who acted as team manager through- 
out the rally. It was he who flew out 
to Birmingham on the first night to 
bring back the 8ins rim size wheels 
and tyres from Dunlop when it was 
found that no CR82s of this size were 
available in Ireland. He was waiting 
for the team in Killarney on Sunday 
with the correct sizes. Then, of 
course, the Thomas Motors crew in 
their Transit van: Mick Lonican, 
Peter McKay and Tom Walsh. And 
finally the Coleman of Millstreet 
Granada crewed by Autie Keefe, 
Liam Coffey, Peter Scott, and of 
course Padd Coleman, Billy’s 
father. Billy’s brotiee John was also 
present, navigating Redmond 
around the countryside... 


@ The eighth ShellSport Tour of 
Mull will be staged on October 9/10 
this year. After an absence of two 
years from the Notoring News 
Championship, the event is once 
again included. There will be the 
usual mixture of selectives and 
forest roads which have now been 
completely regraded. 

The 2300 Club is planning to have 
a full colour film of this year’s event 
and are currently looking for 
sponsors for the film. Plans are 
already well advanced and the film 
producers have visited the island to 
locate camera shots for the after- 
noon and night sections of the rally. 


Enquiries to Alan _ Breckell, 
telephone number  0254-887771 
(home). 


An international challenge to 
compete in a gruelling Sahara race 
has been issued to Britain, the press 
release says it all: 

“This could be the toughest-ever 
motor race — across 500 miles 
(800kms) of drifting sand in the 
southern central Sahara desert. The 
challenge comes from the co-ordina- 
tor of the 1976 International Bilma 
Sands Race. 

“The great Bilma Sands, which 


‘stretch across parts of Niger and 


Chad, cover an area of some 200,000 
square miles and no direct vehicle 
route between Neguigmi, at the 
northern end of. Lake Chad, and the 
western end of the Tibesti has ever 
been found. Although the distance to 
be covered is only 500 miles as the 
crow flies, competing vehicles may 
have to zig-zag for more than 1000 
miles to reach the finish. No vehicle, 
it is estimated, will do it in less than 
10 days. 

“This is desert absolute and com- 
petitors will encounter a seemingly 
endless series of great troughs and 
crests to climb. The hazards of this 
region, described as a fearful void, 
are reflected in the list of safety 
requirements being sent out to all 
entrants. Each vehicle must have a 
set of day and night-time distress 
rockets and must carry a minimum 


The Sahara is certainly a big place! 
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Details of new Sahara epic 


of 60 litres of drinking water for each 
individual member of the crew. All 
vehicles will be required to stand by 
at the finishing point and if a team 
doesn’t arrive within a set time other 
crews will double back in a search 
pattern. 


‘“‘The race is scheduled to start on 
November 25 near the northern end 
of Lake Chad after vehicles have 
travelled to the starting point in 
convoy from Tunis. To qualify for 
the race, vehicles must have four 
wheels (no less). Vehicles with more 
than four wheels, tracked vehicles or 
towed or power driven trailers do not 
qualify. For safety reasons, each 
vehicle entering the race must carry 
a minimum of two persons. (It is ex- 
pected that most entrants will carry 
a crew of three to four persons.) 


“Entries for the race, described as 
the. ultimate test of vehicles and 
men, are expected from Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, 


New Zealand, Rumania, Soviet 
Union, Sweden and the United 
States. 


“Anyone willing to take up the 
challenge and represent Britain 
should contact the co-ordinator at 
Wore Box, BCM 5404, London 


Dock strike holds up Finns. 


We heard on Monday that a number 
of the visiting Finns who are trying 
to reach this country to compete on 
the Welsh were having trouble- 

etting here owing to a strike in 

inland by the dockers. Those 
apparently affected were Valtahaaju 
and Pitkonen. Not so Moller however 


who apparently arrived at the 
Dawson doorstep with his Avenger 
road car and requested Andy to 
prepare it forthwith. It seems that 
he had written his rally car off the 


week before, but, not te be off, 
had made his way to im the 
road car n ! Ps 


Ine Usetia rile 


BY HUBERT WINCKERS 


Today Vincenzo Osella runs Italy’s only 
serious commercial racing car manufac- 
turer, but when he first became personally 
involved in motor racing, eleven years ago 
now, there was no indication that he would 
become a constructor in his own right. In 
fact, in the first place he came in to the sport 
by chance: a qualified building contractor, in 
1963/64 he found himself constructing a 
house for the great Carlo Abarth, and 
Abarth’s enthusiasm whetted the youthful 
Enzo’s appetite for motor racing. 

By 1965, Osella’s interest in motor racing had 
developed to such an extent that he decided to 
start his own “Servizio Corse”, and he established 
a company preparing and maintaining Abarth 
sports cars for circuit racing and hillclimb custo- 
mers. He was 26 then (born in Cambiano near 
Turin on August 26, 1939), and this business 
gained hin, his wife and employees their living for 
a number of years. But in 1971, an unforeseen 
event took place: the mighty FIAT group decided 
to take over Abarth. The Turin giants were only 
interested in the tuning division, which they pro- 
posed to make over to the preparation of the Fiat 
rally cars. This meant that the sports car division 
would be closed down, and consequently Osella 
would be robbed of his living. The only solution 
was to buy out. Abarth’s sports car division. “It 
was necessary to stay alive,” says Osella. ‘“‘We 
bought all the equipment, but it turned out to bea 
big mistake to buy Abarth.” 

A deal was concluded whereby that Osella took 
over the development and construction of the cars 
(Abarth’s chassis designer Arrigo Tomaini came 
along with all the equipment). In addition, Osella 
took up the assembly and further development of 
the engines, this in cooperation with Abarth’s 
engine specialist Jacoponi, who in principle 
stayed with his old firm. Abarth continued to 
provide the engines in basic form. The result was 
that all the real work was Osella’s, who, as a result 
of these circumstances, was really forced into 
becoming a constructor himself. 


Under Osella’s supervision, three of the 


remaining 2-litre races of that year were taken in, , 
Francois Migault demonstrated the potential of the works Formula 2 Osella-BMW at Thruxton on Easter Monday, finishing six th. 
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the first being the Nurburgring 500 Kms, where 
the excellent, organizational talents of the man 
were in evidence right away. Both the works cars 
of Merzario and Quester retired with gearbox 
troubles. Vincenzo’s original intention was to just 
keep the engine building part of the operation. 
alive, selling its products to every available 
customer and gradually phasing-out the chassis 
construction side. The engines were to be put into. 
English chassis. - 

Paradoxically, things were to turn out the other 
way. The first result was a Chevron B19 with an 
Abarth Tipo 236C engine (260bhp/8200rpm) and a 
Hewiand FT200 gearbox installed. This 
combination took Toine Hezemans quickly to 
pole position at Zandvoort. Unfortunately 
unfamiliarity of the mechanics with the Hewland 
product resulted in them forgetting to put any oil 
in and there are no ee for guessing the 
consequences! The final race for the team that 


season was Vallelunga where Merzario, in one of ' 


EOF ORS E EIT oe 


ALLE LERPLE DEEDES SOE 


the regular Abarths, took pole position and both 
heats. The end result of the year was the 
attainment of third place in the European 
Championship. 


Two litre champions 


During the next threé years (1972-1974) the 
European 2 litre championship was to be the 
premier working ground for the team. 

The winter of 1971/2 saw several ideas 
emerging. Firstly, Osella principally wanted to 
stick to the idea of using Abarth engines in 
English chassis, but this time it was decided* 
that the completely new Lola T290 was to be the 
car in favour. Secondly, a decision was 
taken to continue with the development of 
the existing Abarth spaceframe. Osella thought 
he knew which were the weak points of this 
chassis and was also convinced he knew what to 
do about them. The Achilles heel of the old chassis 
was, in his opinion, the rear section inclusive of 
the heavy and unreliable Abarth Tipo 139° 
gearbox. Tomaini sat down behind his drawing 
board to design completely fresh rear suspension 
around the lighter and more reliable Hewland FT 
200 transmission. However, they didn’t leave it at 
that. A completely new body was designed, which 
featured a large rear aerofoil. The engine was also 
revised and now had aluminium heads and new 
pistons (Fiat-Abarth Tipo 236D, 265bhp/8500 
rpm). s 

The car was clearly quick from its first race 
showing at (Paul Ricard) and plans to enter Lola 
T290s equipped with the revised motor were 
given up in favour of running the all-Italian 
combination. A Lola-Abarth was driven only once 
by Carlo Facetti for Osella, that was at 
Vallelunga, where he finished sixth (third in 
practice). 

Thanks to Enzo’s insight and organisational 
talents, Merzario and the Abarth-Osella SE021 
became European 2 litre champions that year. 
Arturo won at Dijon, Silverstone and Enna and 
took pole position at Paul Ricard, Dijon and 
Barcelona. Furthermore, Toine Hezemans and 
Derek Bell respectively won races for the Italian 


‘team at Vallelunga and Jarama. A number of 


races for the World Championship for Makes were 
also taken in. Often the Turin-based cars would be 


= 


Arturo Merzario at last year’s Silverstone F2 race, where he demonstrated slightly revised bodywork on the 1975 F2 car. 


the fastest 2-litre cars on the track and in practice 
could be quicker than a number of 3-litre cars but 
only to be let down by the fact that reliability was 
just not up to scratch for these long-distance 
events. 

For the following year a completely new car was 
constructed, a space frame chassis utilizing some 
stressed skin sections. This 2-litre (PA1) featured 
a longer wheelbase with cold air ducting for the 
radiators moved from the top of the body to the 
lower part of the sides, An even more highly 
tuned engine (Tipo 236E, 270bhp/8800rpm) and 


heavier Hewland FG400 were used. The PAI, 


however; turned out to be a most problematical 


car (heavy and ill-handling) and consequently did, 


not gain the expected results. Still, after a great 
deal of development work and _ lightening, 
Merzario was able to put the car on pole-position 
for the Clermont-Ferrand race in June. However, 
during that race, ignition trouble forced him out. 
At Enna he set fastest lap, won the race overall 


and then at the Nurburgring 500Kms Arturo’ 


walked over the opposition with pole position, 
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winning both heats and again putting up fastest 
lap. Osella finished third in the European Cham- 
pionship. This had, of course, been the year of 
Chris Craft and the Lola T292 and the Italians 
had not been able to compete on equal terms with 
that combination. 

For 1974 once again a completely new car (PA2) 


was designed, which looked very similar to the all- - 


conquering Lola of the previous season. This 
semi-monocoque, which had a 15cm_ longer 
wheelbase and was 10kgs lighter than the PAI, 
was a superb-looking car with excellent handling 
and roadholding qualities. A Hewland FGA400 
and further revised motor (Tipo 236G, 
280bhp/9000rpm) completed the transformation. 
During initial testing the new car showed itself to 
be highly competitive but during its first three 
races an alarming lack of reliability manifested 
itself. the Engines overheated, blew up and were 
almost continually down on power. In spite of 
this, Derek Bell led the ras Ae race at Clermont- 
Ferrand for some time until the engine 
overheated. Still, Bell had been going rapidly 


Droves of Osellas like this PA4 made up the World Sports Cars Championship field at Monza recently. 


enough before that happened, to set fastest lap. 

What was the reason behind all these sudden 
engine problems? Abarth’s engine wizard 
Jacoponi had left him at the beginning of the year 
and taken a lot of knowledge with him. 

At Enna, the fourth race, the inevitable 
happened. Merzario debuted a PA2 with a BMW 
engine and this combination immediately proved 
considerably faster-than the sister cars with 
Abarth engines. Unfortunately Arturo. had 
already crashed on the third lap and the 
remaining three races were not attempted. 
Inevitably serious friction between Abarth and 
Osella arose and the by then rather strained 
relationship was broken up. ‘The engine was very 
fragile. The relations with Abarth were no longer 
worthwhile,’ said Osella who was fed up with 
things and concentrated upon an entirely new 
project: a Formula 2 chassis. Just like his British 
counterparts and competitors, Chevron and Lola, 
he could see the importance of the sports car 
market slowly starting to dwindle as a result of 
the unhealthy ways of policing by the CSI. To 


_remain in business he had been looking around for 


a new market, which he thought could be found m 
the production of single seaters. At Vallelunga 
Osella’s favourite driver, Merzario, debuted the 
BMW-engined prototype and made little 
impression, never figuring higher than a midfield 
position until his engine, which would not pull 
more than 8000 revs, forced him into the pits. 


A full F2 season 


In spite of the none too promising debut in F2, it 
was decided to concentrate with that class of 
racing for 1975. Tomaini’s first monocoque design 
and first single seater, the FA2, was an extremely 
compact car. Beautifully built and attractive 
looking in the best Italian traditions, it 
incorporated a wide nose and its most striking 
feature, the airbox was positioned centrally on the 
tail like the Alpine 2 litre sportscars. The 
radiators were mounted in-line with the sides of 
the monocoque, alongside the engine. The single 
90 litre fuel tank was positioned transversely 
behind the driver, who consequently sat further 
to the front of the car. 

The backbone of the team was to become the 
young Alfo Romeo test-driver and 1974 Polifac F3 
champion, Giorgio Francia. He competed in most 
of the races for the works and generally showed 
himself to be a competent and reliable driver, 
picking up.a string of good placings where others 
failed. By virtue of scoring four fourth places, 
three fifth and one sixth position, he eventually 
ended up eighth in the European F2 
championship. 

A number of events saw him being seconded by 
Duilio Truffo and Arturo Merzario. The first 
mentioned achieved one fifth and three sixth 
places and took pole position and fastest lap once 
(Mugello). 

At Enna, Merzario really tried hard, which 


> 
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resulted in pole position, fastest lap and a second 
ce at the finish. A thoroughly modified and 
ynamically improved body was introduced 
_ at Rouen, with the aim of obtaining a higher top 
eed. Cockpit and tail were completely altered, 
centrally mounted airbox making way for a! 
"mere conventional one at the side of the tail. 
‘Straight-line speed consequently was slightly 
Bigher than before, but still not good enough to 
ce it on the same level as the Martini, the 
archortheElf2. — 

In retrospect, 1975 must be considered as a 
wery good first season in F2 for this very 

ofessional and efficient team, especially when it 
is remembered that this was their first season and 
had to cope with a completely new scene. 

The sportscar was further develcped into the 
PA3 ead was provided with a very smart looking 
and aerodynamically efficient shape. An Alpine- 
like cupola covered the engine, here too with a 
central airbox; a Ferrari-like rear wing and a more 
rounded nose were the most important outward 
characteristics-of the car. The rear suspension 
was similar to that on the FA2. Just like the PA2, 
the PA3 also took all sorts of engines between 
1300 and 2000cc, most of them for the various 
Italian national championships and _ for 
hillclimbing purposes with 2-litre BMW and 
Cosworth BDG-engines, 1600 FVAs and 1300 
BDH’s fitted. The most interesting of them all, 
however, was a PA3, powered by the Romeo 
Ferraris 2-litre V8 motor. Works driver Truffo put 
up the fastest 2-litre practice time during the 
Monza 1000 Kms race in this privately owned car. 


The com pany 


Osella himself is the sole director of his company 
and his wife acts as the resident economist and 
takes care of book-keeping. They employ 20 
people, two of whom are engine mechanics 
(overhauls), four race mechanics (during the 
winter they work on the assembly of the cars), two 
machining experts and the rest of them for 
general maintenance and assembly of cars. Since 
the middle of last year the BMW engines have 
been maintained and overhauled in Turin. Team 
managef for the last couple of years has been 
Duilio Truffo’s elder brother Armando. Designer 
Tomaini left for Ferrari at the end of 1974, but 
(with the Commendatore’s consent) still continues 
his activities for Osella, albeit only on a freelance 
basis. Vincenzo says he does not regard this situa- 
tion as a problem. Helping out with the design of 
the wings, which is a highly specialized art these 
days, is an expert called Guglielminetti. 

To keep in touch with every aspect of his cars, 
the boss has tested them all himself so far before 
putting them into action. Most of the parts for 
the cars are made on the spot. They have all the 
machining and crack testing equipment they need 
for that. Wheels, however, are supplied from 
outside by ESAP (Speedline); so are the bodies, all 
of which used to come from Cigala and Bertinetti, 
who at the moment, only supply these for the 

orts cars since they are now heavily involved in 
the production of glass-fibre parts for the Fiat- 
Abarth 131 rally cars. Those for the single-seaters 
now come from Forniers. All of the above men- 
tioned companies are specialized local industries. 


The future 


What are the plans for 1976? Four different types 
of cars are under construction. Last year’s 
projects are continued in the new F2 (FA2/76) and 
the new sportscar {(PA4), which will once again 


Osella projects 


Class 

2 Litre 
2 Litre 
2 Litre 


Type 

Abarth-Osella SEO21 
Abarth-Osella PA1 
Abarth-Osella PA2 


_ Space 


Osella FA2/75 F2 


Osella PA3 Sportscar 


Osella FA2/76 G2 
Osella FA3/76 E3 
Oselta Superford/76 FF2000 


Osella PA4 Sportscar 


- parts of the F2. 


Construction 


Semi-monocoque 
Semi-monocoque  Fiat-Abarth Tipo 236G 
Monocoque 
Semi-monocoque BMW M12/6 Cosworth 


Monocoque 
Monocoque 
Spaceframe 


Semi-monocoque BMW M12/6 


One of the early Osella-A barth 2-litre sp 


ioe 
0. 


share the same rear suspension. Completely new 
are the F3 (FA3/76) and the FF2000 (Osella 
Superford/76) projects. An attempt is beng made 
to be economical by having all the single-seaters 
share the same penne and the bulk of the body 

e wide sports car nose has been 
replaced by an extremely narrow one with very 
wide spoilers, and the rear wing now features a 
single central support. 

e reason behind Osellas opting for a narrow 
nose with adjustable spoilers is that they feel 
that, although possibly sacrificing a little in top 
speed, they gain a lot in the field of instant 
adjustability this way. Both the front spoilers 
and the engines are supported by the familiar 
Osella triangular tubular subframes. Furthermore 
the cockpit surround and the engine cover have 
once again been altered in search for more speed. 
The most striking feature about the F2 engine 
cover, however, is that it has two symmetrical 
cold air intakes. Both the F2 and the F3 cars 
feature single water radiators. While the single 
fuel tank on the F2 has now been replaced by 
three smaller ones (85-litre), the F3 has only one 
such tank (45-litre). 

The most significant modification to the 
sportscar is that the rear wing has now been 
moved further back. Like its forerunners of the 
previous three years, it still has a _ semi- 
monocoque chassis. Osella says he will stick to 
this mode of construction for his sports cars 
because he believes it offers substantial 
advantages to people. who buy these cars, all of 
them being private owners. 

Could he see himself building a F1 car someday? 
“Tf it would be necessary to stay in business, 
yes,” he replies. But that would be his only moti- 
vation to embark upon such a programme. 

All the ten Superfords (FF2000) planned have 
already been sold. In fact Osella entered the 
FF 2000 market as the result of a deal with Ford of 
Italy who are really keen on pushing that class of 
racing over there. 

So far six orders have come in for the F3 car. 
Four are going to Italians, one to a German and 


Gearbox 


Hewland FT200 
Hewland FG400 
Hewland FGA400 


Engine 


Fiat-Abarth Tipo 236D 
Fiat-Abarth Tipo 236E 


BMW M126 etc 
BMW M12/6 Hewland FGA400 


Hewland FGA400 
BDG etc 


BMW M1246 Schnitzer-BMW Hewland FGA400 
Hewland Mk9 
Hewland Mk9 


Hewland FGA400 


Nova/Toyota/Repetto/ 
Lancia Beta 
Ford Pinto 


Cosworth BDG etc 


rts cars, being driven by Derek Bell two seasons ago. 


one to a Swiss driver. At least one works car will 
be entered for most rounds of the Italian and 
European championships. This Repetto/Lancia 
.Beta powered example is to be driven by Marcello 
Rosei. A second car will probably support it in 
most races and works F2 driver Giorgio Francia 
will attend to his old love by competing in the 
Nurburgring and Monaco races in a Nova/Toyota 
pe elled specimen. An interesting customer is 
talian F3 champion Luciano Pavesi. 

In F2, there are two separate works teams. The 
A team, for Hans Binder and Francois Migault, is 
being managed by Armando Truffo and 
sponsored by Total. The B team, Giorgio Francia 
and ‘Gianfranco’, is managed by Giorgio 
Stirano, an aero-engineer from Turin. But for 
Migault, who has gone to Schnitzer, all the cars’ 
use works BMW engines. An interesting private 
car is going to be the one for Alessandro Pesenti 
Rossi, which will be motivated by 
Lancia/Brambilla V6 power. 

The first series of 10 sports cars has just been 
completed and a Boson: series of five has now 


been started. At thé moment the production of 


these five sports cars, six F2s, six F3s and the ten 
FF2000s is still in full swing. Feverish activity 
has been taking place in the Via Guastalla to get 
all the cars to the customers in time before the 
racing starts in Europe. 

Rather a heavy programme, but Vincenzo 
Osella, a quiet, rather introvert and intelligent 
Italian, will cope with it. He is the sort of man who 
knows how to delegate responsibilities to people 
like Armando Truffo for instance, but he is still 
definitely the boss of the organization. The 
difficult times of 1974/75 are now behind Osella 
and right now what matters is to build up his 
position as an internationally rspected racing car 
manufacturer, and develop things further from 
this point. Having seen him survive so far and 
only grow in strength, one has a distinct feeling 
that he'll succeed. So probably he is going to be 
around for a lot of years to come, sitting in his 
chair in the pits somewhere in Europe, very much 
the man in charge. 3 Oo 


Detaiis 


Winner, European Championship. 

Third, European Championship. 

Fifth, European Championship. 

Also cars with 1300 and 1600 
Engines. 

First monocoque Osella 
and single-seater. 

2000, 1600 and 1300 engines, 
one with Ferrari's V8 engine. 
Rear suspension FA2/75. 

Almost completely new car, 

‘ one with Lancia V6 engine. 

Planning 6 Sleeker and lighter 1976 F2. 


10 : All 10 sold (contract with 
Ford of Italy). 
slnisty updated PA3. 


Planning 6 


Planning 15, 
sold 10 
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Practice ‘van tugging 


Winning the Caravan rally may not be the 
greatest achievement in the history ef motor 
sport, but the battle which Dan Grewer and | 
fought, over what | believe turned out to be joint 
33rd overall, certainly seemed quite dramatic at 
the time. Dan is “veteran” of the ’van tuggers and 
he’s been pulling lumps of wood and glassfibre 
behind him for some five years now, occasionally 
demolishing them in the process! 

Having done our homework on the opposition it 
was decided that the young Mr Pond should get in 
some practice towing his ‘van, so we all charged 
eff to Yorkshire for the inauguration. The result 
was a hysterical scene. I’ve never driven a car 
with anything hitched to it, let alone a caravan, 
but watching old Dan giving his combination the 
“music” around the corners convinced me that 
there was only one way to go through the bends — 
and that was FLAT! I soon found out that pro- 


viding the surface remains constant, a caravan 


doesn’t affect the handling or roadholding of the 
car at all — you just ignore this great big swaying 
beast peering in through your back window, and 
drive round like a lunatic! If the driver gets the 
car sideways in the corners, the caravan just goes 
too, it always follows the car exactly. , 

Of course, our ABI ’vans were slightly modified 
in that they had longer draw bars fitted. This 
modification gives sensational results and we had 
our machine up to 90mph through the zigzag on 
the test track and there was no “roll oversteer” 
from the ‘thing’ behind my _ shoulder, the 
Triumph: was simply pulling the caravan as 
though it was an extension of the car itself — 
terrific! Another myth about the instability of 
caravans which we rapidly exploded concerns the 
brakes as long as the driver knows what he’s 
doing the retardation potential is about half as 
much again as that of a normal car. .. . The tech- 
nique is ‘simple, but is also easily. forgotten in 
emergencies! Initial braking must be very gentle 
in order to allow the ’van to rush towards the car 
and self-operate its brakes; then you simply jump 
onto the anchors with your 16-ton right foot and 
the. whole combination just stops as-though a 
brick wall is in the way — it’s fantastic! When you 
get it right, this feature can be exploited to 
Maximum advantage. When the driver sees a 
corer looming up, he touches the brakes lightly 
at the point where he would normally be stamping 
on them for all he was worth; then he waits a 
second or two before bashing the pedal like a man 
possessed! This seems to be the way to ensure 
good stage times. Should you forget these simple 
procedures and brake initially with the usual 
violence, the big beast from over the left shoulder 
will make repeated and damaging assaults on 
your back end (or the car’s to be precise), doing its 
best to get inside and help out with the driving. 
This assault. will be promptly followed by an 
exactly opposing manoeuvre during which “the 
beast”’, swaying drunkenly by now, will do every- 
thing in its not inconaidet able power to sever its 
uneasy relationship with you. It’s amazing how 
quickly one learns not to upset the all-powerful 
one which peers in through the back window. 


Chemical toilets 


It is ‘important to be in possession of a car: 
which can really dominate the van. Such a car is 
the Triumph 2500: if ever a car was brilliant for 
towing, then this must be it. Our cars were 
immaculately prepared and the specification 
imcluded triple Webers, a modified exhaust 
manifold system, and a ‘low-ratio limited slip 
differential. With these goodies fitted, we cer- 
tainly had the measure of the opposition, as the 
Triumph was probably marginally quicker to 
60mph than Dan’s. standard Opel Commodore, 
and its traction was superb. FS 

While fully appreciating that this was a rather 
strange little event with some obscure (for rally 
people) rules and regulations, we were nonetheless 

ined to win it. So were Dan and Colin 
Malkin, but there didn’t seem to be many other 
triers among the bunch. The caravan people them- 
selves have certainly got a problem on their hands 
bere. because their most prized stipulation is that 


=e damage must be sustained to the caravan — 


bot when the organizers go out of the way to. 
@ttract rally drivers and set special stage tests, 
some of which are scarcely wider than the beasts 
themselves, they must then expect that some 
dents and scratches will be incurred. It’s ludi- 
crous to encourage top competition and set 
damaging and tortuous tests on the one hand, 
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“On one stage we watched, he 
went completely bananas, sling- 


ing this unlikely combination 
totally broadside across the track, 


scattering marshals like confetti.” » 


then relegate the entire event to farce by some. 


arbitrary interpretation of the rule book on the 
other. ‘This may sound depressingly like another 
boring barrel of sour grapes, but there’s quite a 
lot at stake, like about £800 (including bonuses) 
going to the winner. And Leyland don’t pay me 
that well! 

The event itself, however, was full of laughs, 
and there were occasions when our antics nearly 


got out of control. I remember a scene at scrutin-. 


eering ... competing caravans have to be fully 
fitted out with all the amenities including essen- 


tial rallying items like a chemical toilet (and. 


naturally, a shovel with which to bury: the un- 
savoury contents). We arrived at the Scrute and 


sat back to watch Colin Malkin raving at this poor 
old girl — she was very upset because Colin dint 
have a shovel! In fact she was so upset about this 
that she failed to notice that the car wasn't taxed! 
Dave and I were fallmg about at the thought of 
Malkin skulking around at dead of night 
clutching his rampant, perspiring bucket in one 
hand, and shovel in the other: Hammer Films 
should rush out an exclusive patent on him! Soon 
it was our turn and when the old dear saw our 
spare wheels lashed down on the sofa and the 
floor, we thought she was going to throw a 
‘“‘wobbly’’: she flung her hands up in horror and 
cried, ‘‘Oh dear! dear! You can’t go carvanning 
like this!” Clearly if you didn’t have the portable 
toilet and the blue fluid, then you were just a 
nobody! One of the greatest marks of internal 
prestige among the rally driver crowd was to have 
used someone else’s! There was plenty of time 
provided to encourage this pastime as the delays 
at controls allowed long periods for thoughts on 
the “thunderbox’”’! - 


Bored and running amok . 


There are certainly few more destructive groups 
of people than a bunch of bored rally drivers. At 
one control we had about 45 minutes to wait, so 
they all charged into our caravan and began 
bouncing around inside it, standing on their 
heads, and generally running amok. Colin then 
decided that a really good idea would be to grab 
all the bedding and fling it out over the nearby 
fence. The trouble was that the River Wye has the 
other side ... We spent the next 20 minutes 
practising a little unscheduled fishing at the side 
of the road. 

Colin certainly had an eventful time. One of the 
caravanners’ rules was that cars were not allowed 


_to book into controls early, so all the cars would 


wait up the road and the co-driver would then 


’ beckon each respective car in. Colin was booked 
_into a control just one second early, so the 


marshal promptly turned round and did him two 
minutes penalty! This piece of legislation decided 
Colin on a policy of lunacy, and from then on he 


’ drove as though the caravan didn’t really exist at 


all. 1 don’t think the caravanners had ever seen. 
anything like it in their lives. On one stage we 
watched, he went completely bananas, slinging 
this unlikely combination totally broadside across 
the track, scattering marshals lixe confetti. We 
couldn’t wait until he got to grips with the driving 
tests back at Silverstone, because last year he 
was tremendously spectacular —_ eventually 
writing off his van an the pit wall! This year he 
was reported to have had some very evil plans, 
but unfortunately he never got there because the 
clutch blew up. ... 

Meanwhile Dan and I were really chancing our 
respective arms at the front. 1 knew I had to pull 
out a good lead over him on the stages, because 


Tony Peatfield needed more than his giant aerofoil to keep right-side-up.. . 
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tests tavoured caravan experience, sc 
on only worthwhile stage of the event, at 
Brackiey Hatch, we decided to have a real go. We 
parked our brains at the startline and blasted off. 
The tragedy was that this was the first forest 
stage of the event and when I get among the 
timber I go off like an alarm clock; there we were, 
screaming along, forgetting about the beast in the 
back window. We arrived at this cautioned but 
open corner with a pile of logs on the outside. | 
tried to cut across the apex but once the little 
crossply tyres of the ’van got on some polished 
rocks, the beast instantly went totally sideways 
and almost jackknifed, just clipping the log pile in 
the process. There was a minor explosion in the 
caravan, the portable toilet hit the roof, Jeyes 
fluid sprayed everywhere in blue flush fountains, 
and the sink was flying around like a lunar 
module, eventually jamming itself in the rear 
window. It was pandemonium in there but we 
carried on, foot through the floor, swearing and 
shouting as usual. As soon as we got to the end of 
the test, the Triumph shot into Silverstone, out 
came the hammers and the big men, the panels 
were kicked out, the bed was nailed back together 
and the lot made presentable again — much to the 
undisguised horror of the gaping caravanners. 
The rules state that should the damage exceed a 
two-inch breadth and/or depth “tear’’ in the sides 
or roof of the ‘van, then a penalty of 30 minutes is 
instantly imposed. We were heaving away with 
some masking tape when Dan came staggering 
over to us: he had done exactly the same thing at 
the same place. When the scrutineer looked-at our 
combinations, he threw up his hands in horror and 
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“~. we can’t afford to back- 
pedal; there’s no point in my 
going back to the boys in 
Abingdon with the excuse that *'| 
was looking after my caravan’’ 
We are there to win.”’ 


that was that. It was a tragedy for ABI, really, 
because, they had almost every pot on the shelf_ 
screwed up tight at this point. Although the 
scrutineer couldn’t find anything on our caravan 
to contravene the regulations, he put in a report, 
and from then on things got very silly and the 
organizers had us thrown out. They even slung 
out one poor bloke because he had damaged the 
underside: How they can ask people to compete 
on special stages and not damage the underside is 
beyond me.... Sr Ts ott he ee tn 
There's a very real predicament here, because 
on the one hand the organizers attract the rally 
men to give publicity to the event, but they must 
at the same time be seen to please their “‘grass- 


... his Monza ’van making quite a mess of the catch fencing. 
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At last — the finish; chemical bog exploded, van wrinkled... and moral victory to the Leyland drivers. 


roots” members. They seem to have fallen short 
of the mark because they’ve created a ‘‘Mickey 
Mouse” event for anyone with a ‘‘name”, but at 
the same time they’ve failed to please the blokes 
who have been doing this sort of thing for the past 
20 years. There were fewer than 20 stage miles in 
all, plus a vastly laborious and easily cleanable 
series of road sections in Wales. My own view is 
that perhaps they should have more stages to use 
as a category for the rally drivers, and divide this 
between driving tests and the final concours. In 
this way it could become an excellent club affair, 
because the privateers would obviously go slower 
over the stages since they’d be worried about 
their damage clause, yet they’d be able to score 
points over the rally drivers at the concours and 
during the driving tests. As paid drivers in works 
cars, we can’t afford to back-pedal; there’s no 
point in my going back to the boys in Abingdon 
with the excuse that “I was looking after my 


caravan’’. We are there to win. In this case we led 
the rally from start to fish, and the Triumph 
dominated the event... . Still, there’s always next 
year. 


Books... 


1 see Roger Clark has his new book out now, 
Sideways to Victory. It looks to be a best-seller, 
but unfortunately I reckon it’s going to be put in 
the shade by Brian Culcheth’s forthcoming epic. 1 
believe it’s called Balls-out to Hammersmith 
Palais, and he tells me it’s packed to the covers 
with hitherto inaccessible gems which all would- 
be rally stars will be desperate to know. Like how 
to enjoy yourself on Eppynt with just one set of 
Wellington boots and an attractive, brown-eyed 


‘sheep. And a rallyman’s guide to Girl. Guide 


encampments in British forests, which should be 
of invaluable help while waiting for the tow truck. 
Now for the Welsh . . . can’t wait. | 
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Rolf Stommmelen, the moral vic tor, leads Willi Deutsch in the ill-fated Daimon Varley March. 


NURBURGRING F2 


All about Rolf — but 
Kottulinsky wins 


Story and pictures by CHRIS WITTY 


“The spectators gave me this”, said Rolf Stommelen afterwards. He was holding the bottom 
half of a connecting rod. It had come out of his works-tended BMW engine when Formula 2 
victory seemed well within his sights. ‘‘If you look closely here, you see there is no bolt. I 
think this is what broke.” And who did win this poorly supported non-championship 
Formula 2 race? None other than 44-year-old Freddy Kottulinsky, driving the Fritz 
Lochmann Racing team’s BMW-powered Ralt RT1. Freddy, an acknowledged ’Ringmeister 
over past years, was, like everyone else, in a totally separate class from Stommelen. 

The German put his Harald Ertl-owned Chevron B35 on pole position by a margin of ten 
whole seconds! Fortunately for the onlookers, Rolf was after Hans-Joachim Stuck’s F2 lap 
record. After all, it was national pride. He didn’t break it, but he came very close. 

The race, which only attracted a field of 15 cars, was split into two parts. Stommelen 
looked set to cruise home in the first, only for a fuel injector to break off a plastic injection 
trumpet. A quick pitstop dropped him down the field, but he climbed back to third, virtually 
a minute behind heat winner Kottulinsky and the impressive American Tony Rouff in Brian 
Lewis’s Boxer. 

Stommelen knew that in order to bring a degree of sanity to the overall result, he had to 
win the second heat. It meant pulling out 10s per lap. By the start of lap 5 he was on schedule 
by several seconds. That’s when the engine blew. 

Kottulinsky, having overcome Rouff’s great efforts at holding him off, thereby won the 
second part as well, while Rouff, who took a splendid and well earned runner-up spot, was 
lucky to survive an incident with Willi Deutsch’s March-BMW on the last lap. 


only driven the car for a few laps on 


ENTRY & PRACTICE | 


Heading a somewhat small non-championship 
Pormula 2 entry which, due to 15 non-arrivals, 
was left with a very meagre 15 cars, was local 
German hero Rolf Stommelen. This was the 
@eniversary of his horrific Spanish Grand Prix 
shunt and, glad to say, Rolf has recovered well 
Sem his injuries and was in particularly good 


is. 

Rolf was driving Harald Ertl’s new Chevron 
695 as the Austrian was away practising for the 
—. Grand Prix. Sponsorship for the car, 

ich first raced at Thruxton, came from Heyco, 
« large German company which makes tools, “the 
wery best” according to Rolf. The car had its rear 


top radius rod pick-up points modified and the 


power was by courtesy of a GmbH BMW M12 
anit. Prior to Saturday’s practice, Stommelen had 


on 


=” 


Hockenheim’s club circuit, the day before. After 
the first practice session Rolf was ecstatic about 
the car, which obviously pleased Chevron’s Paul 
Owens who was in attendance. “It’s really so easy 
to drive,” explained Rolf, “‘especially for a new 
car. It’s very forgiving; in fact you can make 
mistakes like hell without any problem”. 

But Stommelen wasn’t making mistakes last 
weekend. In the first session on Saturday 
morming, a. time when the drivers were 
reacclimatizing or, in many cases, learning the 
track, Stommelon eased around in 7m 37.23s. 
After the afternoon session, in which Rolf 
reckoned the car ‘was the best I’ve driven since 
my Embassy Hill in Spain,” the German got into 
the groove and approached Hans Stuck’s F2 
record of.7m 24.5s set up at this race last year. 
His eventual pole time was inside it by 2.1s, but 


Super Vees, was somewhat slower 
the exhaust breaking in the second session. he 
reckoned his car was too hard. Owens reckoned it 
would be better for Bross to run Bilstem shock 
absorbers like Stommelen rather than the Konis 
he already had on it. 


er and apart from 


The evergreen Freddy Kottulinksy, the 
Swedish-domiciled German now in his 45th year, 
was next up in the Heidegger a pees Ralt 
RT1 run by the Fritz Lochmann Racing team. 
Freddy had ‘changed the sway bars” since 
Thruxton and, although the car looked a handful, 
you could hear Kottulinsky attacking the throttle 
in short sharp bursts. His circuit experience told. 

Another driver with good circuit experience was 
the genial Willi Deutsch in the smartly turned out 
Daimon-Varley March 762, the team having 
borrowed a Max Heidegger motor for this race. 
His first session was interrupted by a shock 
absorber unscrewing itself and the coil spring 
leaping out. “Luckily it was only at the South 
Curve,’ mused Willi. In fact the team seemed to 
have minor problems with their dampers, 
throughout practice. 

It was a somewhat subdued Klaus Ludwig who 
found himself back on the third row. The German 
saloon ace, from whom Ford K6ln expect good 
tunes in the future, was in the spare Willi 
Kauhsen Racing Team March 762 powered by its 
customary Hart 420R all-alloy engine. Apart from 
a bevy of sponsors whose products were evident 
by their decals, Europa Mobel (a large European 
company which produces house fittings) had a 
particularly large and vested interest in Ludwig. 

Klaus was a mere 1.48s slower than Stommelen 
in the first session which, over 14.2 miles, 
represents something like 0.2s around Thruxton. 
However, all hope of the ‘‘new boy” improving in 
the afternoon were somewhat dulled by a high- 
speed accident he had during the saloon car 
practice, and he only knocked 1.21s off his earlier 
time. 

Roland ,Binder, seemingly unaware of the 
problems endured by the other Lola F2 runners, 
had his T450-BMW going without any undue 
worries, although it was obvious that his car did 
not put its power down as well as it should. 

Leading the “British” challenge was American 
Tony Rouff in Brian Lewis’s Boxer which had 
done so well at Thruxton. Although Brian wasn’t 
giving much away, he did explain that the team’s 
wheelspin problem had been helped by revising 
the rear geometry, while a smaller water radiator 
had been fitted at the front, the extended wing 
having been discarded. Tony had run a couple of 
laps on the Friday in the car to find his way 
around, but his first session was spoiled by a 
misfire which was traced to the fuel system and 
rectified for the afternoon. 

Tom Walkinshaw was next up, the Scot having 
his first F2 race since 1971 when he drove the 
Ecurie Ecosse March 712M and, surprisingly, 
only his second race at the ’Ring, the first being in 
a saloon back in 1973. Tom was driving Val 
Musetti’s regular March 742, while Val had his 
“old” spare 74B. Both had Swindon BDX power 
(as had Rouff). Both had problems, as if learning 
the track was not enough. Walkinshaw had his 
rear wing break in the first session, while a 
throttle which gave him either ‘‘all or nothing”’ in. 
the afternoon was thought to be due to a rod of 
incorrect length on the metering unit. Running 
out of petrol towards the end didn’t exactly help. 
As for Val, who chose to be Italian for this 
weekend, he suffered a mysterious fuel pick-up 
problem throughout the weekend. 

The vast Team Modus artic disgorged a single 
Modus-Hart M7 for young Ian Grob who, unlike 
most of the British contingent, did have the 
experience of three sports car races here. 
Although the Modus has, at last, cured its fuel 
system problems from the first two F2 races, Ian 
wasn’t happy with the handling at all. The car 
was stiffened up between sessions, which Grob 
reckoned made it better, although on some parts 
of the circuit “it handles likea sponge. You drop it 
and don’t know which way it'll bounce”. Mind 
you, the Modus went like a bullet in a straight 
line, according to several other drivers. 

Alongside the Modus was another ‘Ring first- 
timer, John Nicholson in his Pinch Plant-backed 
March 752, propelled once again by the light- 
weight Chevrolet Vega engine. Apart from the 

roblem of finding his way around the track, 

ohn’s only drama was an overheating spark box. 
Just one hundredths of a second slower was 
Belgian Bernard de Dryver in his B&O March 752 
(not the Van Hool which is at present being 
modified), gear selection being one of his 
problems. while Swiss Hans Walther in his ex-Jo 

onlanthen March 742 made up that row- 
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Amerxan Bil Gubeimenn the former Atlentx 
champion, making 2 return to F2 after a gap of 18 
months. He was using his trusty March 732/742 
with a Brian Hart BDA mstalied, and it was good 
to see Bob Gerard in attendance with the equipe. 

risingly, Bob confesses to never having raced 
at the Ring, although his first visit was way back 
in 1934. 

The reason for Gubelmann’s slow time was the 
water/mechanical fuel pump belt, which broke out 
on the circuit early in the second session. Bill tried 
to get back to the pits, but the water temperature 
soared, so he switched off. Fortunately, a com- 
pression test later was positive, which saved an 
overnight engine swap. 

Right at the back in his ex-Derek Cook March 
74B, complete with a Racing Services BD-series 
engine, was Roy Baker, who admitted only doing 
this race “for fun”. He had problem after 
lem, and only managed one very slow lap right at 
the end of the session which, because of the small 
field, allowed him to start. 


Helmut Bross Rolf Stommelen 
Chevron BMW B29 Chevron-BMW B35 
7m 32.41s 7m 22.40s 
Willi Deutsch Freddy Kottulinsky 
March-BMW 762 Ralt-BMW RT1 
7m 36.50s 7m 34.67s 
Roland Binder | March-Hart 962 
ola- 
7m 41.945 ApS Pos 
, Tony Rouff 
Tom Walkinshaw Boxer-Ford PR276 
March-Ford 742 7m 45.70s 
7m 48.34s 
eta 
John Nicholson odus-Hart M7 
March-Chevrolet 752 7m 49.00s 
7m 51.978 Bernard de Dryver 
Hans Walther e gear oe 
March-BMW 742 mS RBeS. 
7m 54.67s Val Musetti 
March-Ford 74B 
Bil G Uys 8m 06.06s 
jarch-For 
Roy Baker 
8m 26.25s March-Ford 74B 
11m 44.09s 


HEAT 1 


The organizers did not really want to make the 
event one straight race, even though the field was 
pitifully small — this despite good prize and start 
money to regular European Championship 
proportions. So early on Sunday morning the first 
six-lap part got under way. 

Deutsch make a particularly good start to burst 
peepueh and head Stommelen away. Ludwig 
stalled his car on the line but was avoided by 
Rouff, while Grob virtually had to stop to avoid 
the March. Then Bross, literally a hundred metres 
or so off the start, had a fuel injection pipe brake 
on the plastic 
trumpets. He spluttered around the first lap to 
the pits, where it was hastily taped up, and away 
he went, eventually finishing a lonely ninth. 

Stommelen quickly.got by Deutsch and there- 
after began to ease clear, although it took him vir- 
tually all of the first lap to do it. Rouff and 
Kottulinsky were with the leading duo, while a 
gap had already developed to the rest led by 
Binder, Nicholson, Gubelmann (destined to stop 
when another belt broke), Walkinshaw (without 
an exhaust and stuck in second gear), de Dryver 
and Grob, while Ludwig, having started last, 
rushed for the pits with a deflating front offside 
tyre. He returned to the fray and, using his circuit 
knowledge to the full, pulled right through to pip 
an inspired(!) de Dryver on the last lap. 


er 
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GmbH-produced _ injection - 


After dices with Tony Rouff, Freddy Kottulinsky found himself the winner of both heats with his Ralt. 


se ee ae 
March men: Klaus Ludwig about to take fifth place from Bernard de Dryver in heat I. 


Meanwhile, Stommelen was tearing away in the 
lead, as a man of his talent should have, and on 
lap 2 he closed on Stuck’s record with a 7m 27.3s. 
But a lap later his cruel luck struck. An injector 
pipe broke off just ‘before Flugplatz, taking the 
airbox. The engine immediately went onto three 
cylinders but, as Rolf explained, he was able to 
maintain his lead until just after the Karussel! He 
pitted, having been pe by Kottulinsky and 
the impressive Rouff at the end of the main 
straight, and a quick tie-wrap effected a tempor- 
ary repair. Out he went behind Grob in tenth 
place and, despite an engine that was 400rpm 
down, he spectacularly started pulling back the 


lost ground. Rolf recorded a noteworthy 7m 24.9s 


on his last lap as he closed the gap to the leader, 


Kottulinsky, to virtually one minute at the end. 


Deutsch had one lap of glory following 


-Stommelen’s stop, but then the main electrical 


terminal broke out on the circuit and, although he 
finished, it had taken Willi two laps to make road- 


side repairs himself. 


Thus Kottulinsky surprised everybody by 
winning the heat quite handily from Rouff, while 
Stommelen had worked back to third by the close. 
It was all down to the second heat, and all eyes 
had to be on Stommelen. At 10s a lap, he could 
just overhaul the Ralt on aggregate times. 


HEAT 2 


After a few quiet words between Stommelen and 
Rouff, the American obliged the German by 
ery a cracking start and chopping across to 
fend off Freddy while Stommelen barrelled down 
the inside into South Curve — only to have the 
green Ralt firmly shut the door. However, it 
didn’t take Rolf very long to get to the front, and 
at the end of the first lap the Chevron had lopped 
a cool 13s off Kottulinsky’s heat 1 lead. Rouff was 
keeping his part of the bargain and keeping the 
Ralt at bay, with Ludwig, Bross and Deutsch in 


hot pursuit. 

Lap 2, and Rovuff still holding off Freddy while 
Stommelen had extended his lead to 27s! Lap 3, 
and Stommelen, despite an oily track, cut in a 7m 
29.9s, and the gap was 38s! The German was 
eight seconds up on schedule. Then, on the next 
lap, Rolf only managed to increase his lead by 
8.58. Why? ae 

‘Helmut Bross had a big accident just before 


_ the Karussel,” explained Rolf, ‘“‘and I was the first 


driver on the scene. It’s a fifth gear corner for me 
and, with marshals everywhere, I had to slow 
right down. Still, I wasn’t worried, because 
knew I was well up on time.” 

Bross had departed the scene when his real 
offside wheel centre pulled out (“at 240kph!”’), bu’ 
the driver was not hurt. Surprisingly, nor was th 
car. ; 

Further down the field) Gubelmann made 
quick pitstop to tighten his rear wing support 
while Nicholson quit with a broken rear shocl 
absorber. Binder was also out and, for Lola fans 
guess what? A driveshaft had snapped. 

Out on to his penultimate tour, Stommeles 
looked a good bet for overall victory but the, with 
out warning, his BMW let go in a big way jus 

before the Fuchsrohre. Up into the lead wen 
Kottulinsky, the Ralt having just chopped passet 
the Boxer. Then Deutsch did likewise. ee 
was doing his best to hang on, having lost fourt 
gear. 

Kottulinsky more or less cruised the last lap & 
win easily on aggregate, but Rouff can conside 
himself lucky to finish. He became involved im : 
high-speed “chicken run” with Deutsch into th 
curve where Bross had gone off. The pair collided 
Rouff maintaining that he had all four wheels o1 
the grass and “I had no alternative but to com 
back onto the track.” Deutsch’s rear wheel mad 
contact with the Boxer’s left side and his car sho 
off into the catch fencing and Armco, totalk 
destroying itself. Fortunately the placid Germai 
was ail right, although one got the impressia 
that was not the sort of thing to do on the last la 
when racing at the ’Ring. 

: RTL Valvoline Cup 

Formula 2 
Nurburgring, May 2 
2x6-lap heats — 170.40 miles 
1, breday orulmesy (Ralt-Heidegger BMW RT1), 1hr 32m 24 66 
91 kph; 

2, Tony Rouff (Boxer-Swindon Ford BDX PR276), Lhr 33m 15.39s: 
3, Klaus BUNS (March-Hart 420R 762), Lhr 34m 29. 76s; 
4, Bernard de Dryver (March-GmbH BMW 752), Lhr 35m 43.14s; 
5, lan Grob (Modus-Hart 420R M7), 1hr 37m 09.15s; 
a gam Walkinshaw (March-Swindon Ford BDX 742), Ihr 42 

.9OS; 

7, Val Musetti (March-Swindon Ford BDX 748), Lhr 43m 31.145, 
Hans Walther (March-Heidegger BMW 742), 11 laps; 9. & 
Stommelen (Chevron-GmbH BMW B35), 10 laps, DNF; 10. Roles 
Binder (Lola-GmbH BMW 1450), 10 laps, DNF; 11, John Nicho’s: 

March-Nicholson Chevrolet Vega 752), 10 laps, DNF; 12. W 
eutsch (March-Heidegger BMW 762), 9 laps, DNF. 

Heat 1 (6 laps): 1, Kottulinsky, 45m 53.99s; 179.09kph; 2. Row 

46m _34.05s; 3, Stommelen, 46m 53.05s; 4, Binder, 47m 17 92s: 
Ludwig, 47m 36.09s: 6, de Dryver, 47m 38.3is. Fastest & 
Stommelen, on lap 6, 7m 24.90s, 184.77kph. 

Retirements: Roy Baker, lap 3, spun and stalled; Bill Gubelmer 
lap 4, broken water/fuel pump belt; Hans Walther, lap 6, tt 
pressure. 

Heat 2 6 ips): 1, Kottulinsky, 46m 30.69s, 176.74kph; 2. Row 
46m 41.34s; 3, Ludwig, 46m 52.77s; 4, de Dryver, 48m 0433s: 
Bill Gubelmann (March-Hart Ford BDA 732 ls 
48m 47.86s. Fastest lax Stommeien. on lap 3. 7m 293% 
182.68kph. : 

Retirements: Roy Baker. lap 2. olectrics, Hisham Sea 
whee! failure: John Nicholson. lap 4, broken shock absorbder- 
Stommeien_on lap 5. engme Wali Deutsch. on ap 6. crast 


The third round of the World Championship of Makes takes place this weekend at 
Silverstone (see Weekend Sport). The series caters for production-based sports/GT and special 
special touring cars, but the regulations allow them to be modified into some of the fastest 
cars on road racing circuits today. As they are basically production cars, in which the public 
can show a real interest, they are much more suitable for long-distance races than for short 
one- or two-hour sprints. BOB CONSTANDUROS had the opportunity to see what life 
was like in the cockpit of the semi-works Hermetite BMW CSL, which is driven in Europe by 
Tom Walkinshaw and John Fitzpatrick — and some experience it turned out to be. 


The BMW CSL was the same car demonstrated 
by Jim Fitzpatrick at the Graham Hill Inter- 
national at Silverstone before Easter. Its main 


problems have been with the crankshaft damper , 


in the first couple of races, so for: this 
demonstration Tivvy Shenton (whose Specfab C 
and S business in Pershore, Worcestershire, 
prepares the car) has fitted a standard crank 
damper. Thus Tom Walkinshaw, driving on this 
occasion, is limited to around 8000rpm. | 

The interior of the BMW seems enormous, even 
with the specially fitted passenger seat alongside 
Tom’s driving seat. It’s almost as though the 
whole car has been scaled up. Tom is about the 
same distance from the dash as I am, although I 
don’t have a steering wheel to grab hold of, so it is 
suggested that I hold on to the rollceage above my 
head and in front. Shenton straps me in, and it 


feels as though the belts are pretty tight. My feet 
are resting on an asbestos blanket because the 
twin exhaust system passes right under my feet, 
and I’m warned to keep my trousers on the 
blanket too, otherwise they might catch fire. ... 
Tom mentions that if something’s amiss for me 
just to wave. ... Now is his chance to get his own 
back on me for all the rude things I’ve ever 
written about him.... 

Outside, the engine sounds a lot louder than 
most saloon racers, but inside the noise is accept- 


able, even for someone with a bad hangover. Tom. 


has a bit of a problem getting the car moving as it 
keeps stalling, but we’re soon off down the pit- 
road. Two warm-up laps, two quick ones and a 
slowing down lap, that’s roughly the programme, 
and I consider how I’m going to need to be 
warmed up. 


Above: a glimpse of a marker bollard as 
car’s spartan but spacious interior. 


Walkinshaw hustles the me Bee-Em through Copse. Below: the , 


oinouetie at silverstone 


“Warming up” seems to take place quite 
quickly enough for inexperienced racing drivers. 
Riding in this BMW is a new dimension to 
driving. It seems big, and yet it responds 
unbelievably to the will of its driver. It lurches 
and bumps through Silverstone’s long corners, 
Walkinshaw adding slight corrections as he goes, 
but nothing over dramatic. 

There are probably three major impressions one 
gets in a car of this type around a circuit such as 
Silverstone. The first is that the drivers are doin 
one hell of a job in incredible conditions. There’s 
youne Tom beside me, chucking this very large 

unk of,motor car through Becketts, Copse, 
Stowe. Inside, there’s smoke coming up from 
the asbestos blanket, newly-cut grass seems to be , 
blowing around inside as well, but Tom’s the 
master of the situation, and turns to see if his pas- 
senger is still alive and kicking. The passenger 
has his eyes firmly set on the oncoming horizon 
and can only occasionally tear his eyes away to 
see interesting things on the rev counter, and 
which gear we are in. The way Tom waves the 
lever around, I sometimes wonder whether he 
knows. But-the rev counter never shows over 
7500, so he must know what’s going on.... 

The other two impressions relate to Silverstone 
and travelling in a car as powerful as Hermetite’s 
BMW. Take a lap of the circuit. Into Copse at 
first, and I vaguely wonder where those little 
clipping points and marks are which I was told 
about on my Jim Russell course. ... I’m still 
wondering as we rocket down to Maggots, the 
fast left-hander before Becketts. Copse has been a 
yaw on the wheel, a slight buckmg as we go 
through, no contact with the kerb, up a gear and 
then into Maggots. That’s taken flat but, asit’sa 
left-hander, I’m on the outside of the corner in a 
left-hand-drive car, and the G-forces feel that 
much greater. Bang on the brakes for Becketts, 
and Tom chucks it in, giving those little correc- 
tions in the corner, a large lurch as it hits a bump 
in the corner; we’ve missed’ the marker cones on 
the inside, somehow, and we’re coming out again. 
More massive G as we go through Chapel, and 
then the long Hangar straight. We’re up around 
165mph in the car as it stands before there’s 
another thump on the brakes. The passenger 
leans forward and reflects that maybe his belts 
aren’t tight enough, but now we’re bucking our 
way through Stowe. It goes on forever, it seems, 


‘but even before that thought, we’re on our way 


down to Club, another long bend which goes on. 
and on, and through which the car seems to lurch 
before heading up to the superfast flick which is 
Abbey. Being on the outside of the corner again, it 
seems very fast to me, with lots of G forcing me to 
the outside of the car. Then, the blast up to 
Woodcote. This goes on and on, under the bridge 
(when the heck does he start braking?) and then 


bang, there they are, just for a second it seems 


before Tom chucks it in to the chicane, a flick, and 
then out and we’re doing our second quick lap. 
The time for the first: one was in the lm 35s 
bracket. 

At the end of it all, [ had to prise my hand off 
that roll cage, and I then realized that Tom and I 
had only been out there for about nine minutes. 
That’s about a sixth of his normal stint, then he 
has a minute’s rest before he goes out again. You 
have a new found respect for racing drivers when 
you've ridden with them for long enough, seen the 
conditions they work in, and realize the concen-. 
tration that it takes. And I estimate that Tom’s 
race lap times will be as much as four seconds 
quicker. 

I am not in a position to provide more rev 
figures and gear change points, because I was 
concentrating so hard on where Mr Walkinshaw 
was taking me that it was quite a strain to take 
my eyes away! ‘ 

hen you’re watching the drivers at Silver- 
stone on Saturday or Sunday, think about what’s 
going on in that cockpit, how the guy is concen- 
trating for lap after lap, for hour after hour. 
Grand Prix drivers have to do the same, but they 
have slightly more thoroughbred machinery, 
more light and responsive than the big BMW. 

The exciting thing about Silhouette racing is 
the speed and the way the cars look. Most of the 
cars are left-hand-drive, so if you climb up on a 
bank you should be able to see Walkimshaw, 
Fitzpatrick or any of the others doing their thi 
in that hot, functional cockpit. Maybe you 
then have a better idea of what : 
Facing is all about. Dp 


ra 
PETER COOKE 


“Tf I didn’t do motor racing, I wouldn’t stay sane 
enough to do dentistry.’”” Who else could be 
talking but the Dover dentist Peter Cooke, 
currently dominating the Clubmans scene in his 
one-off Harrison? Cooks admits, with help from 
his attractive French wife, Nicole, that he has 


problems making decisions, so that it was rather — 


late in his twenties that he finally took up motor 
racing. By that time, Cooke had moved from 
North London, where he had learnt his dentistry, 
to Dover, where for four years he had built up his 
practice. 

After a quick MRS course, Cooke embarked on 
a season’s F1200 in 1971 with a 13-year-old Lotus 
7, but even that ancient machine netted him third 
in the championship. Encouraged, Cooke bought 
the ex-Harvey Postlethwaite U2 Mk8B for the 
next year and duly won the championship. A 
move was obviously important, so for 1973 he 
uprated the U2 to Clubmans 1-litre spec to 
contest fhe ShellSport and Tricentrol Clubmans 
series, and was leading both until, in the middle of 
September, he wrote off the car at Llandow, 
cracking his ribs and losing the chance of the 
championship titles. 

For 1974, he bought a brand new A class Mk14 
U2, but Cooke could never really come to terms 
with the car, although some different tyres helped 
things a little for the last race. But it did make 
Cooke think there was more to Clubmans than 
just U2s, and for 1975 he commissioned Ken 


Harrison to build the Harrison Clubmans car. — 


1975 was intended to be a sorting year, but 
immediately the car went well and with a few 
mods over the winter, the Harrison is going even 
better this year. Peter is now very definitely the 
man to beat in the formula, although he has 
featured in plenty of closely-fought races up front. 

Cooke’s team is made up precpaly of himself 
and Mick Penfold of Camberwell, who prepares 
the car. With Nicole occasionally providing 
glamour and sandwiches, they seem to exist on 
the kind of dry sense of humour which one might 


associate with someone who looks at people’s © 


mouths all day long. Cooke obviously enjoys his 
racing, but if he scoops all the Clubmans series, 
where does a 33-year-old go onto after that? It’s 
Cooke’s problem. 


RICHARD HAWKINS 


Although Richard Hawkins is a New Zealander by 
birth, you wouldn’t think it by talking to him. In 
many ways, Hawkins is more English than the 
English. Last Sunday at Mallory Park he won his 
first ever Formula 8 race. It wasn’t a tremend- 
ously important victory, but it was a result he has 
been threatening ever since he moved out of 
Formula Ford and into Formula 3 at the begin- 
ning of last year. si 

Richard was born in Christchurch, and had his 
27th birthday a fortnight ago. His father was a 
test pilot, and his job resulted in the family 
moving to these northern shores in the mid-50s. 
While reading architecture at Manchester Uni- 
versity, Richard got the racing bug and set about 
building up a Triumph TR5 modsports car. It 
took him two years to finish, and in 1971 he made 
his race debut. He raced against people like the 
late Brian Hough in his Tuscan (‘‘and beat him 
once”) before selling the car the following year, re- 
placing it with an FF Titan. He also left Uni- 
versity at that stage, with BA Hons and BArch 
degrees. 

“Formula Ford teaches you so much more 
about racing than mucking about in modsports,” 
says Richard, explaining why he switched to 
single-seaters. He secured support from Link 


. fasteners and Scorpio Power Boats and completed 


the 1972 season more or less learning the ropes. 
The 1973 season was far better, and he scored a 
total of six wins with the car. By contrast, the 
following year with a works supported Dulon 
MP15 was a let-down. “I think they were trying 
to reproduce the situation in 1973 when Ian 
Taylor won everything, but it didn’t work. With- 
out wishing to upset anyone, I don’t think they 
put the same amount of effort into our works car. 
And in FF, unfortunately, it’s all down to the 
motor.” ; 
Richard’s Dulon FF effort had been backed by 
Fred Ratcliffe of F&S Springs and it was this firm 
which helped him move into Formula 3 for the 
following year. An ex-Ippokampos March 743 was 
purchased and converted to take a Toyota Nova- 
motor engine, and away he went. His speed 
throughout last season was noticed by many and 
he was usually one of the fastest non-works 
entries and, at times, the fastest pre-’75 series car. 
Ratcliffe was forced to withdrew his backing for 
this season, which left Richard in a “rather em- 
barrassing”’ position, as he had had offers of 


joining the works March and Chevron teams for . 


F3. With no backing for the first time in any 
season, Hawkins was lucky to find the good 
Doctor Joseph Ehrlich, who let him drive his 
March 743 and, more recently, his venerable 
Ehrlich. i 


CHRIS HUDDLESTONE 


Chris Huddlestone is one half of a two-man 
plumbing heating/business, a native of the Lake 
District. He is also one of the area’s best known 


- and respected rallyists, his current mount being 


a Group 1 Avenger, which is run under the banner 
of McKenzie Motors, Carlisle (a Chrysler dealer 
which enters no fewer than five rally cars and one 
hillclimber). 

Chris, who is now 82, entered the rallying world 
in 1963 with a Wolseley 1500, and gradua 
through an MG1100 to the ubiquitous Mini, then 
in its heyday. Chris was one of the organizers of 
the 1964 R.L. Brown Rally, an event which this 
year is an MN qualifier, and went on to gain a 
wealth of experience until his first outright win 
(on the 1968 January Rally in a 1071 Cooper S 
with Alec Wilkins navigating). ; 

During the period up to 1971, Chris spent many 
hundreds of hours in the construction of the 
“ultimate’’ Group 6 ‘‘S”, which sadly priced itself 
out of economic viability and was sold. 

The Avenger was bought direct from Chrysler’s 
Special Tuning, as opposed to the comps 
department; and, as such, was one of the few 
Avengers to be built partially by Chrysler 
themselves. 

A fine class win on the Jim Clark (one of Chris’s 
favourite rallies) took the car towards a period of 
intense preparation for the Scottish which never 
happened due to the fuel crisis, and the car’s next 
outing was the R.L. Brown which resulted in an 
outright win, with Nigel Hunter behind the maps; 
the same co-driver provided the direction for a 
fine twelfth overall on the 1971 Jim Clark. 

The MN Illuminations took in many Lakeland 
roads and Chris was in fact holding a narrow lead 
when a mental slip led to an “off’, retirement, and 
another rebuild. 

Of late the car has scored a class win on the 
Cumbria ShellSport (a BTRDA round) and a 
gritty class win on this year’s Mintex. 

Chris’s plans centre on selected RAC rounds: 
The Scottish, Jim Clark, Manx and Burmah 


being definite. He would love to do the RAC, but 
funds are a major problem for this event. At any 
rate, Chris has an enviable preparation record; he 
is now preparing Tony Brunskill’s road rally car 
as well as his own, and it is certain that the name 
Huddlestone will never be far away from the 
awards list. 


Te 7 
the editor is not bound to agree wath 


Perspective for novices 


I have noticed in recent weeks, with some 
concern, the way in which the motoring press 
have singled out Australian Formula Fordster 
David Lang as the ot hero of the Dunlop 
“Star of Tomorrow” Formula Ford championship. 

Undoubtedly, a great deal of his success in this 
ehampionship can be attributed to his very 
‘impressive and forceful driving style. But spare a 
en al for his equipment. David is driving a car 
dGeveloped by two fromer Grand Prix drivers, 
mamely Tim Schenken and Howden Ganley, and 
bis Rowland engine is one of the fastest, if not the 
fastest, currently being used in the championship. 
And also, bear in mind that all his racing expenses 
are paid for him. Therefore, he must have no 
worries about the cost of damaging the car. 

With a few exceptions, the majority of the other 
drivers. oe ae in the championship are 
operating off a shoestring budget. I know for 
certain that one engine has not seen a Scholar 
rebuild in nearly two years, it is not likely to for 
the rest of this year at least, unless a sponsor can 
be found. . 

But please I do not wish people to think that 
this is a “sour grapes” letter and I wish David 
every success in his career. I am merely trying to 
put things into perspective. This is, after all, a 
novices’ championship. GEORGE COLLIER 
LONGPARRISH, HANTS. 


Silverstone — the best 


In reply to D. P. Valchera, AUTOSPORT April 22, 
peacing “Spectator facilities’ — Rubbish! Well, 
most of it. < 

I agree that for £3.00 four races at the Graham 
Hill International Trophy was a bit thin, but as I 
went for Friday, Saturday and Sunday, £5 total 
admission was good value for money. 


Monaco GP 
Veuve du 
Vernay 
competition 


The winning caption. . . 


WELL DONE, MAD DOG. 


SO THE SIX-WHEELER REALLY WoRKS! 


The next point concerns viewing facilities. This 
must have been his first visit to Silverstone 
because most people who attend Silverstone know 
that 60 percent of the circuit can be seen from 
Stowe, or another good point at Copse, and now 
with the introduction of the chicane, Woodcote is 
a top favourite. The idea of closed-circuit TV 
sounds fine, but who pays for it? 

As for the people who stay at home because 
they cannot see enough racing, they won’t see 
anything sitting at home watching TV while 
Durex is still a dirty word with BBC, will they? 

On to trackside facilities. I personally think 
that toilet and camping facilities are first-class, 
traffic arrangements are well-organised, and the 
snack bars are plentiful, though sometimes the 
food can be a bit on the cool side. As it is at most 
circuits, food is too expensive. 

As this reader comes from London, I guess he 
attends meetings at Brands, and there as we 
know from the stands you can see the whole club 
circuit. That’s OK — so long as you don’t mind 
standing ankle-deep in mud, as I did at the Race 
of Champions, and you don’t mind racing up the 
A20 to get to the Dartford or Blackwall tunnel 
first, or get stuck for hours in traffic jams — 
that’s fine. I’ve done both many times. 

No, Mr Valchera, your views will not be shared 
by many, and in my opinion and that of many 
others, Silverstone is the best circuit in Britain. 
MARSTON MORETEYNE, BEDFORD J.D. PICKIN 


One way conversations 


At only fourteen years old, I am rather young to 
be a serious. motor racing fan, but the Fact 
remains that Iam. I haveread AUTOSPORT keenly 
since I was eleven and congratulate you on your 
new look. 

I am prompted to write this letter because I am 
desperate for the companionship of another 
serious teenage motor racing fan. I am a loner 
when it comes to my interests. The only 
conversation I can get out of my school friends is 


DID YOU HAVE 
ANY PROBLEMS? 


about football, or a complete description of the 
previous evening’s Benny Hill Show! 

My ambition is to become a proficient racing 
mechanic and driver and the only influence I seem 
to get is from your superb magazine and the fact 
that Brands Hatch is not more than 100 miles 
away. I can’t even be influenced by motor racing 
being shown on TV, because of the ignorance of 
the BBC. I was glad to see what little we did get 
of the Long Beach Grand Prix on the other 
channel. 

So my plea is to any teenage readers, please 
correspond with me. i 
93 THE WELKIN, LINDFIELD, . JOHN WORTH. 
Nr HAYWARDS HEATH, SUSSEX RH16 2PL. 


Then as now? 


From AUTOSPORT 25 years ago - May 4, 
1951: ; 


Silverstone tomorrow see the third of the 
wonderfully organised BRDC ‘‘Daily 
Express” meetings which-have done so 
much to give the public a chance to watch _ 
_ first-class motor racing. Naturally the 
BRM sponsors are disappointed that the 
cars are not far enough advanced to 
compete at this meeting. The 1951. 
programme will not open until the cars are . 
judged to be capable of offering the 
strongest opposition to the Continentals ... 
It is a great pity that.thé Ferraris will not.. 
be running, and everyone will “be’ 
disappointed at the absence of their skilful 
pilots, Alberto Ascari and Luigi Villoresi. 


Driving an XK120 Jaguar, Mr and Mrs Ian 
Appleyard won the very arduous Tulip 
Rally. The event ended with a tremendous 
party, and at seven on Monday morning 
the affair was stillin full swing. 


Once again, the AUTOSPORT — Veuve du 
Vernay competition attracted an 
enormous number of entries, and your 
versions of Barry Foley’s Catchpole 
cartoon showed a bewildering variety of 
the witty, the funny, the un-funny, the - 
kinky and the downright disgusting. .:. 
A lot of entrants were working along the . 
same lines — jokes about Gerry Marshall 
and Group 1 Magnums were rife — and 
as usual aptness to the cartoon and its. 
characters (like for example Mad Dog 
Malone’s accident record) gained extra 
favour with the judges. 
Their final verdict, after much discussion 
and considerable consumption of Veuve 
du Vernay, went to C. Dauris, of 114 
Grange Road, Rotherham, South Yorks, 
whose storyline reproduced below was not 
only apt but very topical. And it made.us 
laugh. = 
So Mr Dauris and his companion will be 
flying to Monte Carlo this month on an 
all-expenses-paid four-day Page & Moy 
trip to the Monaco Grand Prix. And to 
the runners-up — Eric Remington of 
Leyland, Lancs, Dennis Chorley of 
Stafford, David Hughes of London SW14, 
Alex Knox of Linwood and Roger Trett of 
Pinner — go magnums of Veuve du Vernay. 
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WELL, ITS A BIT CRAMPED 


HAVING TWO STEERING WHEELS! 


\ 


Stig Blomqvist was brought up in a motoring 
family (among various businesses, his father had 
a driving school), and indeed he started his motor- 
ing competition as co-driver to his father in mini- 
rallies. (These are club events in Sweden, usually 
between 100 and 200 kilometres). He had been co- 
driving for four years before he was able to enter 
as a driver in his own right, which he did at the 
age of 18, the youngest age at which drivers in 
Sweden can compete. Stig finished his first event 
in second place, only two seconds behind Jerry 
Larsson, also driving a Saab, and on this occasion 
roles were reversed and his father was co-driving 
for him! 

All this time Stig worked within the -various 
family businesses, sometimes in the peer 
school, sometimes in the workshops. Althoug 
Saab brought out the V4 1.5-litre car in 1967, he 
retained the 850 car because it offered good 
cial in various classes. His first rally outside 

andinavia was in the famous Gulf-London Rally 
in Britain in 1967. 

In 1969, Blomqvist started the new rally season 
by beating the team drivers Hakan Lindberg, Carl 
Orrenius and Tom Trana, and it was inevitable 
that he should then be invited to join the official 
team. He finished that year second in the national 
championship, and the bst Saab driver; but the 
winner overall was Bjorn Waldegaard driving a 
Porsche. Since that time he has won one RAC 
Rally, three Swedish Rallies, one Thousand 
Lakes, and three Hanki (Snow) Rallies in Finland. 

This year, Blomqvist won the Boucles de Spa 
Rally in Belgium, and competed in Italy in Elba, 


both events tackled with the new 220bhp Saab 
99EMS. 


Saab are very conscious of their planning of 
rallies. They obviously prefer only to rally in 
countries in which their cars are sold, and 
naturally they do not favour events where their 
cars are at a disadvantage, especially in severe hill 
country where there are a multitude of hairpins 
and endless straight roads. The Saab 99 is of 
course the major project at the moment, and its 
power output would seem to indicate that at last 


Saab may be able to compete on level terms in, 


hitherto unfavourable conditions. MARTIN 
HOLMES talked with Stig at the Elba Rally 
recently. 

Holmes: Do you think that the Saab 99 will be as 
successful as the Saab 96? 

Blomoavist: Very difficult to say now, but I hape 
so and I hope even a little bit better. It’s only the 
second time we have driven the car with this 
@mgme. We did two rallies last year with a 
Standard unit but then it had far too little power. 
Now we have much more and we hope it can be as 
, as the 96. 

im what way is the 99a better car than the 96? 

is simply a more modern car. The 96 was very 
— 20 years old — and now we have a 16-valve 
me, 2-litres and 220 horsepower. The 
"“@echanics are trying to make it go better still, but 
Jest now we have 220. The handling of the car is 


_ @imost the same. On the 96 we had the freewheel : 


Se we drive using left foot braking but I do it even 

with the 99, for we have a gearbox without 

synchromesh allowing me to change gear 

without a clutch, even with the 99. ~ 

Is the freewheel avery big advantage with the 96? 

It was very useful to have a freewheel, but again 
wa when you are driving with a 

toa 


os 


» 


Stig Blomavist 


Stig Blomqvist, the ‘“‘king”’ on ice and snow, 
has been driving rallies for 12 years. Yet, 
despite his remarkable prowess in his own 
country and also in Britain, he is little 
known elsewhere. One of the reasons for this 
is that he has driven only two rallies in any 
other car besides a Saab: once with a Volvo 
and once with a Fiat 125. Furthermore, all 
his major successes have been in 
Scandinavia or in Britain. He has been 
driving professionally with the Saab team 
since the RAC Rally in 1969, and has seen 
the development of Saabs from the old two- 
stroke 850 models through the V4 type 96 to 
the present twin overhead camshaft in-line 
99 series. 


freewheel, you give a lot of hard work to the 
brakes. 

Why do you not have ventilated brakes on the 
Saab? 

SAA is a small factory and it is really a standard 
car! 

Why has the Saab 96 become such a good car for 
driving in the snow? 

The most important thing must be front wheel 
drive, think. It is also a narrow tracked car, and 
this makes it very easy to drive on snow and ice. 
What advantage is it to have a narrow car? 

You can take a shorter route on a stage — like a 
bicycle. 

Is that a special advantage on the ice rather than 
on dry rallies? 

Yes, I think so; on snow and ice I think it’s more 
important to go gently into the corner and if you 
havea narrow car it’s easier to do that. 

In England people think of Swedish rally drivers 
as people who use the snow banks rather than the 
roads. Do you expect to use the snow bank or do 
you regard itas a mistake if you hita snow bank? 


It is a mistake, but sometimes it is no problem to. 


make use of it. If you have a car built more like a 
racer, you have a wider frontal aspect and OK, 
even if you put on narrow wheels you still have 
the width and this takes in the snow and pulls you 
into the corner and you stick fast in the snow 
banks. 

Is the Saab better with or without studs as com- 
pared with other cars? 


Saab is better without studs compared with other . 


cars but of course we are not too bad with studs 
either! 
Tell me what work has had to be done on the Saab 
99. Have you had many unexpected problems? 

No, surprisingly few; OK there are bound to be 
some problems with a new car, and we have 
changed the springs and some shock absorbers. 
The engine, gearbox and the brakes are com- 
pletely standard on this car I have here (at Elba). 
How does the engine and the gearbox on the 99 
differ from the 96? 

The engine was partially above the gearbox on the 
96. It was the same system which we used for 


many years. We haven’t had any problems with . 


the new gearbox yet but something must happen 
— the gate is better than a standard unit. We 
have changed the system much and it is located in 
approximately the same position as in the 96. Per 
has done a lot of Swedish events with a 99 in the 
standard car class and never had one problem 
with the gearbox. It is very strong. 

How much more power does the 99 car give as 
opposed to the 96? 

About another 60 horsepower. With the 99, the 
engine has about 220 brake horsepower with the 
16-valve engine and the normal 8-valve ohc engine 
was giving about 180. ; 

What is the difference in weight between the 96 
and the 992 

100 kilos more for the 99. . 

Do you prefer rallies on which you can practise or 
rallies which are secret? 

If the rallies are genuinely secret, then I prefer a 
secret rally but I don’t really think you must have 
practise to have really good results. 

Do you think rallies in England now are really 
secret? ; 

I don’t know, but the English drivers do a lot of 
rallies in England so they must learn something 
from that. You can’t have different rules, but in 


Top left: Stig Blomqvist’s Saab 96 on the 1972 
Rally of the 1000 Lakes. Even though this dry 
summer rally has never been quite as suited to the 
front-wheel drive Saab as snowy winter events, 
Blomqvist was leading at threequarter distance 
when his engine blew. Top right: 1972 Swedish 
Rally — the “no studs” year which prompted the 
use of exceptionally narrow cross-ply tyres. 
Middle left: Rear-wheel-drive and front-wheel- 
drive make for a dramatic comparison as Markku 
Alen holds his Fiat ahead of Blomqvist’s Saab; 
Blomqvist finished second and Alen sixth on the 
1975 Swedish Rally. Middle right: The shape of 
things to come. Blomqvist drove the 220bhp fuel- 
injected Saab 99 on this year’s Isle of Elba Rally, 
but was forced to retire with a sheared dis tributor- 
drive. Bottom: Blomquvist’s team-mate and 
“shadow’, Per Eklund, took a narrow victory 
from Stig on this year’s Swedish Rally. Their Saab 
96s dominated throughout. . .. one of Saab’s most 
impressive results after more than a quarter of a 
century's production. 


~ the RAC I don’t think its a big problem. You drive 


over the entire country, there are plenty of stages. 
If it was a short rally with maybe 10-15 stages ina 
confined area than this would bea problem, but in 
the RAC there’s no particular advantage all the 
time. 

Do you like ashphalt stages in the Saab? 

Not with the 96; but it is better now with the 99; 
its a wider car, it doesn’t turn over so easily! 

Why do Saabs roll over so frequently? 

I don’t know really ... the car was maybe a little 
bit too slow so we have to try to go faster than it 
is possible to go with the car. 

Have you ever had a bad accident in a Saab? 

No, never, not yet.... 

How many times have you overturned in the Saab 
in arally? 

I don’t lenhe exactly but I think I must have done 
it at least 10 or 15 times. 

Why is it that when a Saab overturns you seldom 
suffer serious bodywork damage? : 

I know that it’s a good car to roll over with, and 
most of the time it lands back onto its wheels. I 
think we now make it rounder than it was 
previously, but the cars are round anyway, and 
they never stay on the roof for long! 

Can you damage the suspension very easily on the 
Saab? 

No. Perhaps I shouldn’t say never — but very 
seldom do we damage the suspension on the car. 
What rally do you enjoy the mostin the world? 
The RAC Rally I think. I like the RAC, it’s a long 
rally, good and secret roads, you don’t have to 
spend a lot of time practising. I like it and of 
course I have achieved good results there — first 
on one occasion and second twice, and before the 
car broke I have always been in the top three or 
so. 


' Apart from the RAC Rally, what rally would you 


like to win the most? 

Another RAC! Or the Thousand Lakes. ... 

Why do you enjoy the Thousand Lakes? 

I like the roads there as well, for I like to drive on 
very fast roads, without the practise that you 
must do in Finland for the Thousand Lakes, most 
of the roads would be very exciting. You must 
know the roads very well and I like it, it is a very 
interesting rally. It is very tough on the car too, 
going flat over crests and things like that, but I 
enjoy it very much. 

Do you think the type of cars very important in 
Finland? 

I don’t think so, you just look at the results, 
there are many different cars in the top ten last 
year, there was Saab, Ford, Toyota, Datsun and 
everything... 


- This week's 
centre spread 


British rally spectators will be treated 
to the spectacle of Stig Blomqvist pilot- 
ing a Saab 99 as only he knows how on | 
the International Welsh Rally this | 


weekend, when this exciting works- 
entered car makes its British compet- 
ition debut. Blomqvist is pictured over- 
leaf negotiating a ford on the recent 


Boucles de Spa. 
Photo: Hugh 


nA 
oe 
+ 
> 
~—? 
~* 
5 id 

* 


me 
seertee 


| 
t 


Castrol 
AUTOSPORT 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


© Western Mail 


INTERNNIONAL VWAELSH RALLY 
SPECTATOR GUIDE 


Boreham’s return 
to the ascendant? 


The sixth round of the RAC championship, the 
fourth round of the Castol/AUTOSORT champion- 
ship, and an ECR qualifer, the International 
Western Mail Welsh Rally starts tonight 
(Thursday) from outside the City Hall and the 
Law Courts in Cardiff. Roger Clark will be first 
competitor off the ramp at 20.31, leading the cars 
away for the first of 38 stages, totalling about 200 
competitive miles within a 700-mile overall route. 
Scrutineering has been in progress today at 
Sophia Gardens opposite the Centre Hotel, Rally 
HO once again. 

This year’s ‘“‘Welsh”’ promises to be a much 
better organized affair than in 1975, as the results 
gervice is being computed through Messrs 
Systems Share (of Scottish Rally fame), and it 
seems that regular leader board announcements 
are planned. In addition there will be a rapidly 
updated telephone information service which will 
be operational from Thursday night. The number 
to ring for information is Cardiff (0222) 38511. 
There have been very few last-minute withdrawals 
from the impressive entry list, although we hear 
that Timo Salonen, who was to have started his 
Datsun Violet at number 34, will not be coming 
owing to engine problems. Paul Faulkner is also a 


Top: Dramatically captured here in determined 
mood on last year’s Lombard RAC Rally, the 
“Welsh” favourite is undoubtedly Roger Clark 
with the red Cossack Escort. Bottom left: Dealer 
Team Vauxhall fortunes have rarely been looking 
brighter, especially after Will Sparrow’s fast and 
efficient drive on the Circuit of Ireland. His car 
will be all-new for the Welsh. Centre right: 
Leyland’s TR7is sure to be the focal-point of spec- 
tator interest this coming weekend. Though the 
power-to-weight ratio of the Triumph is not yet as 
impressive as that of the ubiquitous Escort, both 
Brian Culcheth and Tony Pond are confidently 
happy with the TR7’s traction and handling. 
Bottom right: The Welsh should provide an 
excellent opportunity for comparing the styles 
and speed over the loose of the established aces 
with Britain's up and coming talent. Pictured here 
. the Castrol/AUTOSPORT contender Graham 
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Top-50 entries 
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ENTRANT 


Ford Motor Co. Ltd. 
Saab Competitions Dept. 
Team Sanyo 

The Chequered Flag 
Thomas Motors 
Andrews Heat for Hire 
Ailied Polymer Group 
Leyland Cars 

Team Avon Tyres 

Team Avon Tyres 
Chrysler Competition Centre 
H. Valtaharju 


DTV/Castrol 

Nigel Rockey 

Berni inns — Bristol! 

Dealer Opel Team 

Leyland Cars 

Tony Drummond 

The Martin Group 

Team Avon Tyres/ 

AN .J. Developments 

P. Faulkner 

E. Pitkanen 

Haynes of Middlesex 

Kelle Moller Oy 

James A. Page (Tadcaster) 
Century Oils Ltd. 

F. Pierson 

Team Avon Tyres 

White Horse Distillers Ltd. 
Team Avon Tyres 

K.R. Borjesson 

Chrysler Dealer team (Ulster) 
T. Salonen 

Old Woking Service Station/ 
Craven MC 

T. Vanhala 

English of Bournemouth 
Team Avon Tyres & Castrol- 


Team Castrol/ 

Withers of Winsford 
Glover's Conversions 

J.M. Churchill 

M. Johansson 

Team Avon Tyres & Castrol 
Associated Tyre Specialists 
Leyland Cars 

T. Joelsen 

SMT Rallying with DTV/Castrol 
John Bloxham 

Torsten Sahlin 


CREW 


S Blomavi 

. Blomavist 
T. Fowkes 

P. 1. Walfridsson 
B. Coleman 
R. Brookes 
A. Vatanen 
T. Pond 

E. Aaby 

P. Airikkala 
C. Sclater 


. H. Valtaharju 


A. Dawson 
W. Sparrow 
N. Rockey 

C. Malkin 
R.A. Fall 

B. Culcheth 
T. Drummond 
G. Hill 


G. Elsmore 

P. Faulkner 

E. Pitkanen 

J. Taylor 

K. Moller 

D. Thompson 
L. Richards 

F. Pierson 

J. Robinson 

G. Waugh 

R. Close 

K. R. Borjesson 
R. Eyre-Maunsell 
T. Salonen 


K. Videan 

T. Vanhala 

D. Heggie 

D. C. Stokes 
R. McCartney 


B. Banning 
B. Lee 
J.M. Churchill 


M. Johansson 
G. Batchelor 


P. Ryan 

T. Joelsen 
J. McRae 
J. Bloxham 
T. Sahlin 


Time Controls — route outline 


TC1 


TC2 
TC3 


TC4 
and5 
TC6 


LOCATION 


King Edward VII Avenue, Cardiff 


Greystones Services Llywel at Trecastle 
Dryslwyn Service Station, Nr. Llanetwad 


Hafod Arms, Devil's Bridge, Nr. Aberystwyth 


J. Porter 
Hans Sylvan 
B. Harris 

J. Jensen 

D. O'Sullivan 
R. Crellin 

P. Bryant 

D. Richards 
TBN 

C. Francis 
P. White 

R. Antilla 
TBN 


N. Raeburn 


P. Valentine 


S. Harrold 
M. Petérs 

J. Hanslin 
M. Greasley 
R. B. Spokes 
TBN 

J. Tew 

A. Brick 

P. Gullick 

P. Handy 

J. Dolan 

J. Hawkins 
N. Wilson 

S. Harsanne 


M. Mancey 

J. Heikkila 

G. Dean 

J.R. Andrews 
D. Smythe 


R. Parrott 
J. Gittins 
R.L. Evans 
TBN 


R. Jenkins 
E. Morgan 
M. Nicholson 
T. Monsen 
D. Brown 

R. Harper 

L. Sahlin 


Crossgates Motors, Crossgates, Nr. Llandrindod Wells 


NAT. 


CAR 

Escort RS800 
Saab 99 EMS 
Escort RSi800 
Lancia Stratos HF 
Escort RS1800 
Escort RS1800 
Escort RS1800 . 
Triumph TR7 
Escort RS1600 
Escort RSi800 
Avenger 

Ope! Ascona 
Datsun Violet 
Vauxhall Magnum 
Escort RS1800 
Porsche Carrera 
Opel Kadett 
Triumph TR7 
Escort RS1600 
Vauxhall Magnum 


Escort RSi600 
Escort RS1800 
Avenger 
Escort RS1800 
Avenger GTX 
Porsche Carrera 
Escort RSi800 
Escort RS1800 
Escort RS1600 
Avenger GT 
Escort RS1800 
BMW 2002 


Hillman Avenger GT 


Datsun 160J 


Datsun 240Z 
Saab V4 96 
Escort RS1800 
Escort RS1600 


Avenger 
Datsun Violet 
Escort Rs1800 
Escort RS1800 
Escort RS1600 
Escort RS1600 
Dolomite Sprint: 
Opel Ascona 
Vauxhall Magnum 
Fiat 131 

Volvo 142 GL 


MAP REFERENCE 


Start 


~ 160/870298 


159/547218 
135/742770 
1471092649 


TIME 


20.30 
(Thursday) 
22.26 
00.31 
(Friday) 
IN 03.45 
OUT 04.15 
07.56 


CZ 
TC8 
and9 
TC1i0 
TC11 
and12 


Thomas Motor Mart, Duffyryn, Glanyrafon, Corwen 
Waterloo Hotel, Bettwy-y-Coed 


Thomas Motor Mart, Doigellau 
Municipal Car Park, Aberystwyth 


TC13 
and14 
TC15 
TC16 
TC17 


Hafod Arms, Devil's Bridge 


Greystones Services, Llywel, at Trecastle 
Cardiff, Sophia Gardens 
Llandow Circuit 


doubtful starter after his major accident on the 
Tavern National ten days ago. 

Owing to the drought conditions which have 
prevailed in most parts of the country recently, 
the forests are in a high risk state with regard 
to the obvious fire hazard, although recent 
rainfall has to some extent alleviated this problem 
(which is apparently caused not so much by the 


merely dry nature of the forests as by the- 


inflammable turpentine vapour given off by 

certain types of conifer). aoe ee 
This year there will be an overnight halt in 

Aberystwyth on the Friday and there will be the 


Spectator special stages 


TIME LOCATION 


22.30 Halfway Forest 
Thursday 


160/835327 


08.00 
Friday 


13.00 
Friday 


Radnor 148/1881683 


Penmachno 115/789502 


12.03 
13.41 
14.11 


125024424 
115/796560 


IN 
OUT 
124/745182 17.00 
13585813 IN 19.33 
OUT 07.00 
(Saturday) 
135/742770 IN: 212.18 
OUT 12.43 
iW s 
19.23 


160/870298 
171/175767 
170/961716 . 08.30 
(Sunday) 


usual Sunday morning “thrash” at Llandow after 
the rally has effectively finished on the Saturday 
night back at the Centre Hotel. Full details are as 
shown opposite. 

This year the rally is using neither Eppynt 
Ranges nor Clocaenog. The former is apparently 
being used this weekend by three battalions of 
troops just returned from Germany, and the 
latter is difficult to fit into the new route and 
would apparently have made entry fees 
prohibitive. 


@ See Special Stage for late information. 


MAP REFERENCE 


Ref. is entry from A40. Entry to spectators’ car park is gained by narrow road and bridge. Competitors 
travelling opposite direction . Park as directed. 


Entry from A488. Follow marshals’ instructions. 


Approach from N only. Call at Forestry Commission information point at 115/795510 for map of spectating 


ints in forest. This information point is on B4406, approach from A5. 


IMPORTANT: Quiet through Penmachno!! 


16.00 124/721269 


Friday 


17.00 — 
Friday 


17.00 
Saturday 


_ Coed-y-Brenin 
Dove 124/846099 


Halfway Forest 160/835327 


Approach either direction on A470. Marshals will direct to parking. Competitors use same entrance. 
y 
Approach from E on yellow from 124/848096 leading from A470. Follow signs. 


Reference is entry from A40. Entry to spectator car park is gained by narrow road and bnidge. Competitors 


travelling opposite direction. Park as directed. 


Uandow Circasit 170961716 


Approach fom N on B4270. follow Signposts. (Important one-way TSMic System operating) 


BRANDS HATCH 


Controversial Vermilio 


A large and varied programme of eight differing 
races at Brands Hatch last Sunday failed to 
attract spectators and to provide those who did 
arrive with much excitement, even though the 
BRSCC had provided a basically good formula of 
events. Main race of this Allied Polymer Group 
sponsored day was an APG FF2000 round in 
which all the action involved Bernard Vermilio. 


He protested Tiff Needell’s engine before the . 


race, and later took over the lead of the event 
from Needell, who led 20 of the 25 laps before a 
plug broke up. Vermilio was challenged by the 
Venezuelan Oscar Notz, and on the last lap, as 
they came out of Graham Hill Bend, Notz got his 
Crosslé’s nose alongside the Merlyn; but Vermilio 
seemed not to notice and moved over, knocking 
the Venezuelan’s nosecone off, and cruising to a 
relatively easy win. Frank Sytner pipped Notz for 
second. Another note of dissent came in the Mini 
1000 Challenge, in which Alan Seekings was 
judged to have pushed off Alan Curnow; this left 
him with a win he might not otherwise have had, 
but it was taken away from him in a stewards’ 
meeting. : 
First event of the day was a 15-lap Sytner of 
Nottingham Clubmans round and, as is becoming 
-the custom these days, Peter Cooke was on pale in 
the Harrison. Cooke led on the opening lap, but by 
the end of it he had lost all his gears except for 
top, so Malcolm Jackson took over the lead to the 
end. In the closing third of the race, Nick Adams 
ulled himself up to within a second of the leader, 
Bat never got by. Martin Mansell held third just 
in front of John Davies’s Bladon and Cooke, only 


for the head gasket to blow, so Davies seemed to © 


have the position sewn up until Cooke came.up 
and pipped him by 0.2s on the final lap, a 
tremendous effort with one gear. Team Ardmore 


patron Creighton Brown completed the more> 


competitive runners, although Richard Groom- 
bridge came up well for sixth place. 

At the start of the Leyland Cars National Mini 
1000 Championship qualifier, Alan Seekings had 
Mike Curnow in the Longman Mini, Steve Harris, 
Phil Spurling and Keith Padmore to deal with. As 
Curnow led the tight little bunch into Paddock on 
the second lap, Seekings allegedly came into his 
door, and the subsequent protest saw the 
allegation confirmed by observers, and Seekings 
duly excluded. However, at that stage both 
Curnow and Harris ended their races in the 
Armco. Seekings then had Padmore and Ian 
Briggs breathing down his neck, but got away 
from them; only for Spurling to come out of the 
bunch and do really well to catch up, being a full 
second away at the end, but ultimately awarded 
victory. Derek May followed Spurling all the way 
but wasn’t quite as quick, being helped by 
Padmore’s spin at Graham Hill Bend on lap 8. 
Briggs had been challenging May, but his exhaust 
Secke near the end and he dropped back. 

The FF2000 field, which was over-full, was 

tty Ppative: and the first two on the grid, 

f Needell and Oscar Notz, were way below the 
lap record, Needell’s engine being protested for 
his time. Vermilio was third quickest, with Stuart 
Baird and Frank Bradley on row 2. 

The first lap pretty well set the pattern for some 
time to come. Needell took the lead from Vermilio 
from the outset, while Frank Sytner slotted his 
Dulon in front of Notz by the end of the lap, with 
Taylor's Dulon next. Needell and Vermilio just 
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pulled out from the rest, the gaps between them 
ever increasing, but behind them, Notz was doing 
all he could to get by the Nottingham garagiste. 
Team-mate Taylor was having a similar time with 
Elden boss Bradley, while next up was Richard 
Piper, having vanquished the Hawkes of Baird 
and Jock Robertson. 
That was the way it stayed until half-distance. 
There were various happenings, however: Taylor 
was cma oe petrol over Bradley’s visor, which 
disintegrated, but that wasn’t too bad, and 
Needell was getting the black and orange flag for 


escaping oil, but that didn’t worry him either. 


Then, at half-distance, Taylor departed the scene, 
driving straight back to the paddock; at about the 
same time, Notz finally managed to get by 
Sytner. Now Notz was pulling in the three 
seconds or so to Vermilio; just before he pulled up 
to him, on lap 19, Needell pitted — the engine tone 
had been sharp, but a plug disintegrated, and that 
was that. Now Vermilio and Notz were fighting 
over the lead, Notz trying all he could, Vermilio 

uitely staving off the challenge. But then came 
the last-lap incident, Notz’s. nose cone was 
knocked up vertically, and he made the line into 
third place. Bradley lost his certain fourth place 
late in the race with a spin at Clearways, although 
he finished sixth behind Piper’s steady Sark and 
Baird’s Hawke. Although the stewards may have 
taken action against Vermilio, the drivers seemed 
fairly amicable, and no protest was made. 

Fourth race of the day was a 10-lap Mini 1000 
consolation race. Poleman Kevin Johnston might 
have won this, but the car wouldn’t start on the 
grid. John Hazell was another favourite, but he 
suffered a misfire and, even though he actually 
overtook all the leading bunch, he was a lap or so 


‘down at the time. Those contesting the lead were 


Colin Beckwith, Peter Morris and Paul Perera. 
Beckwith led at first, then Morris took him at 
mid-distance, and Beckwith spun on the next lap. 
Perera then came up to challenge, and won by 0.6s 
having overtaken Morris on the last lap. 

Despite a tiny challenge from Brian 
Songhurst’s elderly Royale at the start of the non- 
championship Formula Ford race, it was young 
Philip Bullman who led every lap of the ten, the 
pe young Billericay driver never really 

eing given any trouble. Songhurst kept up 
second all the way, only to lose his engine on the 
last lap, so that Mike Taylor’s Alta came in 
second from John Copson, who had dealt with 
Ken Everden and Murray Dudgeon earlier on. 

Even though Brian Murphy (4.4 Jaguar E) and 
Pat Longhurst (1.0 Davrian), nearly the biggest 
and smallest cars on the grid, practised on the 
same times, their battle was soon resolved in the 


‘order Murphy-Longhurst for, although the little 


Davrian caught up around the corners, the E 
would get away on the straights. Jon Fletcher 
held a consistent third in the Carter Bros Elan. 
For the first lap, Ian Hall (Mini Jem) was fourth, 
but he suffered engine trouble again, so Danny 
Arundel held the position in his smart Elan, only 
for a spin at Graham Hill Bend to drop him back. 


John Wilmshurst finally took the place, with John _ 


Bury’s Elan next from John Oxborough’s mind- 
blowing 4.5 Jaguar E. 

It took John Morrison just four of the 15 laps in 
the SuperVee Silver Cup round to get into the 
lead, and there he stayed. Behind, a long chain of 
the quick SuperVees was led by early leader Bruce 


Venn’s Elden, with Tim Keen’s Supernova and 
Mark Litchfield’s Elden next, all of them red. _ 
Keen slowly came up to challenge Venn towards 
the latter stages and ultimately took second 
position by 0.2s, while Litchfield came in fourth a 


second behind Venn, with Ronnie Grant another 
0.6s further back. : 

At the back of the SuperVee field, there were 
the FF2000 consolation qualifiers. Having been 
nice and slow in practice using Frank Bradley’s 
Elden, Divina Galica came through the eight or so 
cars to win — but not without a little pressure 
from Geoff Smailes in another Elden, having his 
first non-FF drive in this country. However, 
Smailes dropped a little in the closing stages and 
the ski girl won. 

Having practised whole seconds quicker than 
his adversaries in the non-championship special 
saloon car race, it wasn’t surprising to see Tony 
Whibley take Drake & Fletchers 2.3 Firenza into 
the distance and win by half the Maidstone by- 
pass. Mike Chapple sat in second throughout, 
winning his class from such 1-litre men as 
Stephen Hall and Alan Wood, while Barry 
Holdsworth’s 3.0 Capri and Alan Humberstone’s 
flying 1.0 Imp both vanquished Richard Jockel’s 
class winning Cooper S. Robin Brooke’s 850 Mini 
had control of the small class throughout. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Sytner of Nottingham Ciubmans Sports Car Championship round 
(15 laps): 1, Malcolm Jackson ist fa U2-Hoilbay Mk14), 11m 48.2s, 
91.77mph; 2, Nick Adams (Mallock U2-Morgan Mk18), 11m 49.2s; 3, 
Peter Cooke (Harrison-Cosworth/Cooke Mk7B), 12m _5.4s; 4, John 
Davies (Bladon-Holbay ‘BRL7), 12m 5.6s; 5, Creighton Brown 
(Mailock U2-Swindon Mk17B), 12m 13.4s; 6, Richard Groombridge 
(Hustler-IWR/Blue Flash SS4A), 12m 13.6s. Fastest lap: Adams, 
45.6s, 95.02mph (establishes lap record). : 

Leyland Cars National Mini 1000 Challenge round (10 laps): 1, Phil 


“Spurling, 9m 41.8s, 74.35mph; 2, Derek May, 9m 44.8s; 3, lan 


Briggs, 9m 46.2s; 4, Andy Devine, 9m_52.4s; 5, Tom Hurn, 9m 
54.6s; 6, David Abbott, 9m 59.4s. Fastest lap: May, 56.6s, 
76.55mph (establishes record). 

Allied Polymer Group FF2000 Championship round (25 lap): 1, 
Bernard Vermilio (Merlyn-Scholar Mk18), 20m 25.4s, 88.40mph; 2, 
Frank Sytner (Dulon-Nelson MP18), 20m 31.8s; 3, Oscar Notz 


(Crosslé-Titan 31F), 20m 31.85; 4, Richard Piper (Sark-Holbay 


CRO/1), 20m 38s; 5, Stuart Baird (Hawke-Scholar DL14), 20m 42.85; 
6, Frank Bradley (Eiden-Neil Brown Mk18), 20m 42.8s. Fastest lap: 
Tiff Needell (Hawke-Holbay DL14), 47.6s, 91.03mph (record). 

Leyland Mini 1000/Challenge (10 laps): 1, Paul Perera, 10m 17.8s, 
70.14mph; 2, Peter Morris, 10m 18.4s; 3, Colin Beckwith, 10m 
39.8s; 4, Christopher Martin, 10m 48.4s. Fastest lap: John Hazell, 
57.4s, 75.49mph. z 

Formula Ford (10 laps): 1, Philip Bullman (Crosslé-Minister 30F), 
8m 50s, 81.75mph; 2, Mike Taylor (Alta-Rowland BT1F), 8m 55s; 3, 
John Copson (Crossié-Minister 20F), 8m 58.4s; 4, Ken Everden 
Merlyn-Close Mk20A), 8m 59.2s; 5, Murray Dudgeon (Royale- 

inister RP21), 9m 00.4s; 6, Stewart Veitch (Royale-Scholar RP21), 
9m 3.6s. Fastest lap: Bullman, 52s, 83.33mph. 

BRSCC Modsports Championship round, over 2000cc, 1500cc to 
2000cc, 1150cc to 1500cc and up to 1150cc (10 laps): 1, Brian 


- Murphy ca Jaguar E), 9m 1.6s, 80.00mph; 2, Pat Longhurst (1.0 


Davrian Mk8), 9m 10.2s; 3, Jon Fletcher (1.6 Lotus Elan), 9m 13s; 4, 
John Wilmshurst (1.4 Vickers Midget), 9m 13.6s. Over 2000cc: 1, 
Murphy, 80mph; 2, John Oxborough (4.5 Jaguar E); 3, Tony 
Wingrove (3.0 Porsche Carrera). Fastest lap: Murphy, 52.8s, 
82.06mph (establishes record). 1 to 2000cc: 1, Fletcher, 
78.35mph; 2, John Bury (11.8 Lotus Elan); 3, Danny Arundel (1.6 
Lotus Elan). Fastest lap: Fletcher, Bury, 53.8s, 80.54mph (estab- 
lishes record). 1150cc to 1500cc: 1, Wilmshurst, 78.27mph; 2. 
Gordon Howie ald MG Midget); 3, Richard Gamble (1.4 MG Midget). 


rry Holdsworth 
Fastest lap: 


Q -3 Mini), 74.53mph; 2, Brian Leeks (1.3 Ford Escort) no other 


Adin (Mimi), 3. Terry Willcocks (Mimi). Fastest lap: Willcocks, 57s, 
7602mph 
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Wet win for Ward 


One certain way of ending a drought is to ask the 
Lancs & Cheshire CC to run a race meeting at 
Oulton Park! It is hardly an exaggeration to say 
that almost all the really wet Oultons of recent 
memory have been organized by this club, which 
is no reflection on its excellent organization. 
Rather the opposite for, once again, despite the 
dreadful conditions at times, the racing was 
completed very little behind schedule and every 
event had its intended number of laps. Some of 
the races were badly affected by the weather, as 
many drivers preferred not to race than risk their 
machinery on unsuitable tyres, but the 1-litre 
saloons more than made up for some of the others 
by featuring some great scraps, particularly for 
the lead between Jeff Ward and Derek Walker. 
As usual the Formula Ford 1600s, in this most 
competitive season ever, provided close racing 


too, although Rick Morris emerged a convincing 


winner once David Kennedy had crashed. 

In the dry practice session, David Kennedy had 
lapped 0.2s under his lap record for pole position 
for heat one in his John Hynes-sponsored Crosslé 
30F, its Minister engine freshly rebuilt after 
Silverstone. Alongside was John Bright in his 
rebuilt Royale RP21 and it was the Leicester 
driver who hit the front for the first two laps from 
Kennedy, with Australian David Lang slotting 
into third in the works/Winfield Tiga. These three 
immediately broke away from the.rest as Trevor 
van Rooyen spun his Royale RP21 at Lodge, 
restarting last. Despite Bright’s best efforts, 
Kennedy forced past on the pit straight on lap 4, 
and when they arrived at Lodge the Irishman got it 
sideways, held it, but Bright, diving for the inside, 
spun instead. This left Revitedy clear to wir as 
he pleased from Lang, while Bright held on to 
third and van Rooyen made it back to sixth 
behind the ex-Lees Royale RP21 of John Kent and 
Matthew Argenti’s new RP21. 

The rain was really heavy for the second heat, 
which made it imperative to reach the first corner 
in front, a feat achieved by Rick Morris in his 
Oceanair Hawke DL15. Derek Warwick’s similar 
Hawke chased hard as far as Druids before 
spinning down to sixth behind the Crosslé 30Fs 
of Rod’ Bremner, Philip T3ullman and Janet 
McPherson, and Bobby Scott’s Merlyn Mk29A. 
Carving his way through the pack from the back 
of the grid was Derek Daly in a borrowed Royale 
RP21 of Scorpion Racing after crashing his 
Hawke DL15 in practice (see Sports Extra). 
Morris kept his cool in front and finished a 
ancine winner from Bremner but, after 
Bullman had spun at the Folly on lap 2, Janet 
McPherson drove splendidly to hold off Scott and 
a tecovering Bullman to finish a well deserved 
third. Scott fell off at Lodge just before the end 
while Daly, sharing fastest lap with the winner, 
just pipped Bullman, with Warwick sixth. 

With the rain at its worst, the Simoniz 
ee onship race became a non-event as nearly 
half the grid withdrew without suitable rubber, 
leaving just eight special saloons to contest 15 
laps. Nick Whiting stormed into the lead in his 
latest Escort as if the track was dry, chased 
initially by the Cooper Ss of Tony Westbrook and 
Robin Farquhar. The latter lost control in front of 
the pits at the end of the first lap, almost 


surviving a hair-raising series of gyrations 
unscathed until the last car, Susan Tucker- 
Peake’s Escort, arrived on the scene and smote 
the Mini amidships. Two more Minis dropped out 
later, leaving just four cars to circulate for the 
last five laps. Graham Goode’s Escort won the 
1300 class despite a push-start when the rest had 
gone, passing Westbrook after only three laps. 
The MCD single-seater championship round 
was no better, and again the rain was partly to 
blame, although most of the leading runners 
never arrived at the circuit anyway. John Stokes, 
in the F3 March 753 he enters for Stephen South 
in BP rounds, showed how much he has learned 
from his protégé by leading forall 20 laps ahead of 
some potentially faster machinery, even in the 
wet. On the last lap, it became so difficult for him 
to see through his visor that he almost stopped at 
Lodge after nearly losing it at Knickerbrook, but 
was so far ahead of the second man, Ken Bailey in 


‘his Formula Atlantic Chevron-B29, that he was 


able to survive both these moments and still 
finish nearly a minute in front. Bailey survived a 
spin himself to take second from the ex-Kazato F2 

RD of Alan Clennell, which spent much of the 
race on three cylinders and under pressure from 
Jim Kelly’s F5000 Trojan T101. Kelly eventually 
had to back off when he could no longer see 
through the GRD’s spray, after several attempts 
to overtake, and then the smaller car returned to 
running on its full complement of cylinders again! 

The Hitachi 1000cc saloons came out.in greater 
strength, despite the continuing foulness of the 
weather, and set off racing in earnest. Derek 
Walker’s Fiat-Ford led into Old Hall only to find 
Jeff Ward’s Imp going past round the outside. 
At the Folly, Ward ran wide and the two cars 
went up Clay Hill side-by-side towards Druids, 
where they both spun, rejoining third and fourth 
behind Nick Birch’s Imp and Bill Barrett’s Mini- 
Ford. Brendan Chappel’s 850 Mini had been third 
up to this point but he went off in avoidance, later 
returning to the pits sans bonnet, roof and rear 
window! Meanwhile Walker and Ward soon 
reasserted themselves, taking over the first two 
cae te on lap 2 and pulling away. For the next 


our laps the Fiat led, before Ward took the lead . 


at Knickerbrook and just held it, despite a near 
spin at Lodge. On the next lap it was Walker’s 
turn to spin, at the top of Clay Hill, and he lost a 
lap restarting, so Ward ran out a very worthy 
winner after a fine drive in a badly misted up 
motor car. Barrett came through to take second 
as Birch fell back to fifth behind the Anglia of 
Mike Beckett, which pees Peter Cartlidge’s 
Austin A40-Ford on the last lap. 

A motley mixture of historic sports cars and a 
few Formula Juniors from the early days (are 
there no Brabham BT6s or Lotus 27s around?) 
enjoyed 10 laps in drying conditions although 
several of the more potent machinery failed to 
come out, including Richard Bond’s Lola T70 and 
John Cooper’s Ford GT40, which had promised a 
great confrontation. This left John Beasley’s 
Lister-Corvette to battle with the Eastern 
Carpets ex-Tony Dean Brabham BTS of Richard 
Thwaites. The newer car led for four laps before 
water attacked the electrics and the engine 
refused to rev. Beasley, who drives his hairy beast 

\ 


Ex-rally driver David Lang, here leading Derek Warwick, obviously enjoyed the wet track — but it was not the quickes t way. 


Bu 1 Ree! ae eee OC SS ES SS 
mate Mike Wood m the Eve SMW. The only 
other unlapped car was John Webb's Elan. ab 
though Arthur Curnow went nicely in his 1961 FJ 
Cooper T56 to win the class and finish sixth 
behind the Lotus 23B of John Jarvis. 

The FF1600 final for Townsend Thoresen 
points had all the makings of a keen contest but 
Rick Morris had other ideas and streaked into the 
lead from the flag, never to be headed. David 
Kennedy might have been able to challenge but he 
missed a gear at Cascades on lap 3 and spun out 
of second position into the Armco. This elevated 
David Lang, who had caused consternation at the 
Folly on the first lap by trying to pass Morris, 
Kennedy and John Bright in one fell swoop, a 
move which inevitably failed to come off but 
which so annoyed Bright that he spun at Druids 
and fell to 11th. Lang meanwhile was throwing 
the Tiga around like the rally driver he was, 
looking most spectacular at every corner but 
making little impression on the leader. His efforts 
were enough, however, to keep Rod Bremner 
behind, the Canadian Crosslé driver coming under 
great pressure from Derek Warwick’s Hawke 
which moved up at Old Hall in a brave move off 
the dry line, on lap 8. Bright was really flying 
through the field, setting fastest lap and gaining 
places on every lap so that by the 11th he was 
past Bremner and lying fourth. He continued to 


Formula Ford 1600, heat 1 (7 laps): 1, David Kennedy (Crosslé- 
Minister 30F), 9m 12.2s, 75.48mph; 2, David Lang (Tiga-Rowland 
FF), 9m 20.4s; 3, Jon Bright (Royale-Smith RP21), 9m 24.4s. Fastest 
lap: Kennedy, 1m 16.4s, 77.95mph. 

Formula Ford 1600, heat 2 (7 laps): 1, Rich Morris (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 9m 49.6s, 70.69mph, 2, Rod Bremner (Crosslé-Rowland 
30F), 10m 2.0s; 3, Janet McPherson (Crosslé-Smith 30F), 10m 
14.6s. Fastest lap: Morris and Derek Daly (Royale-Scholar RP21), 
1m 22.6s, 77.09mph. 

Simoniz Special Saloon Car Championship round (15 laps): 1, Nick 
Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort BDG), 20m 24.0s, 72.97mph; 2, Graham 


. Goode (1.3 Ford Escort BDA), 21m 15.0s; 3, Tony Westbrook (1.3 


Mini-Cooper S), 14 laps; 4, Tony Sugden (1.8 Ford Escort BDE), 14 
laps. Over 1300cc class: 1, Whiting, 72.97mph; 2, Sugden: only 
starters. Fastest lap: Whiting, 1m 20.2s, 74.24mph. 1001 to 1300cc 
class: 1, Goode, 70.05mph; 2, Westbrook: only finishers. Fastest 
lap: Goode, 1m 22.8s, 71.91mph. 

MCD Open Single Seater Championship round (20 laps): 1, John 
Stokes (F3 March-Novamotor/Toyota 753), 26m 8.0s, 75.94mph; 2, 
Ken Bailey (FAt Chevron-Nicholson/Ford B29 BDA). 27m 3.6s; 3, 
Alan Clenneil (FAt GRD-Swindon/Ford B73 BDA), 27m 17.2s; 4, Jim 
Kelly (F5000 Trojan-Smith/Chevrolet T101 V8), 19 laps; 5, Brian 
Toft (1.6 Anco-Ford Mono), 19 laps; 6, Robert Hartley (1.6 FF Turner 
DL11), 18 laps. Fastest lap: Stokes, 1m 14.6s, 79.82mph. 

Hitachi Special Saloon Car Championship round (12 laps): 1, Jeff 
Ward (1.0 Hillman Imp), 17m 18.0s, 68.83mph; 2, Bill Barrett is 
Mini-Holbay/Ford S), 18m 15.6s; 3, Mike Beckett (1.0 Ford Anglia), 
18m 25.0s; 4, Peter Cartlidge (1.0 Austin A40-Ford), 18m 26.0s. 
851 to 1000cc class: 1, Ward, 68.83mph; 2, Barrett; 3, Beckett. 
Fastest lap: Ward, Im 22.4s, 72.44mph. Up to 850cc class: 1, 
Clifford Watts (850 Hillman Imp), 57.84mph; only finisher. Fastest 
lap: Watts, 1m 38.6s, 60.38mph. 

Historic Sports Cars and Formula Junior (10 laps): 1, John Beasley 
(5.3 Lister-Chevrolet V8), 14m 3.6s, 70.58mph; 2, Richard Thwaites 
2.5 Brabham-Climax BT8), 14m 13.8s; 3, Mike Wood (2.0 Elva-BMW 

k 7S), 14m 39.4s. Group 1 Sports-Racing class: 1, Beasley, 
70.58mph; only starter. Fastest lap: Beasley, 1m 21.8s, 72.79mph. 
Group 2 Sports-Racing class: 1, John Webb (1.5 Lotus Elan 26R), 
66.51mph; 2, John Jarvis (1.6 Lotus-Cosworth/Ford 238 t/c); 3, Bob 
Linwood (4.7 TVR Griffith V8). Fastest lap: Webb, 1m 27.4s, 
68.13mph. Group 4 class: 1, Thwaites, 69.73mph; 2, Wood;, only 
starters. Fastest lap: Thwaites, 1m 23.2s, 71.57mph. Formula 
Junior class: 1, Arthur Curnow (1.0 Cooper-Janspeed/BMC T56), 
61.73mph; 2, Hugh Clifford (1.1 Elva-BMC Mk2); 3, Ken Moore (1.0 
Gemini-Ford Mk 2). Fastest lap: Curnow, 1m 33.0s, 63.62mph. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship round (15 
laps): 1, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 20m 1.6s, 74.33mph; 2, 
David bane Cee Roe ae FF), 20m 3.4s; 3, Derek Warwick (Hawke- 
Minister DL15), 20m 3.6s; 4, John Bright (Royale-Smith RP21), 20m 
9.4s; 5, Rod Bremner (Crosslé-Rowland 30F),20m10.6s;6, Matthew 


_ Argenti (Royale-Scholar RP21), 20m 11.4s. Fastest lap: Bright, 1m 


16.6s, 77.73mph. 

Varley Batteries Monoposto Formula Championship round (12 
laps): 1, David Coombs (1.6 Manta-Renault 75/B), 16m 2.0s, 
re 2, Joe itd hea M (1.6 Brabham-Ford BT23C), 16m 3.2s; 
3, Alan Baillie (1.6 Viking-Swindon/Ford Mk 1A), 16m 35.0s; 4, Brian 
Urlwin (1.6 Titan-Lucas/Ford Mk 6), 16m 41.0s; 5, Brian Toft (1.6 
Anco-Ford Mono), 16m 53.2s; 6, John Chambers (1.6 Chamox-Ford 
Mk we 25,8s. Fastest lap: Coombs, im 18.4s, 75.95mph (new 
record). 
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young Aust remained 
unperturbed and held on to his second place, 
suggesting that he should now leave the BRSCC 
novices champi ip to others and concentrate 
on tryig to win the big one. Argenti took the last 
Beeopionship point, settling in well to his new car 
not far behind Bremner and Bright, while 
Bullman, van Rooyen and Janet McPherson all 
drove well to take the next esp i 
To make up for some of the processions that 
had gone before, the Monoposto Formula, on its 
return to Oulton for the first time since the new 
Gircuit was inflicted on us, produced a very close 
dice for the lead between the Manta-Renault of 
David Coombs, his arch-rival Alan Baillie in the 
Viking, and their northern assailant Joe 
Applegarth in a Brabham BT23C once used (or 
parts of it, at least!) by Jochen Rindt. Coombs 
was quickly reeled in by the other pair after 
ing a superb start in his delightful little self- 
built car, with first Applegarth and then Baillie 
thallenging. With one lap to go, as it was building 
up to a desperately close finish, Baillie spun at 
Lodge, leaving Coombs the winner by 1.2s from a 
slightly impeded Applegarth. The trio had so 
outpaced the rest that Baillie was still able to 
finish third by 6s from former FV champion Brian 
Urlwin in an ex-FF Titan Mk6. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 


CROFT 


red Sigafoos causes FF consternation with his Royale. 
appoint. After a lap Derek Cook had the Chevron 
in front after an impeccable start (despite anxiety 
on the grid about whether the car was dropping 
oil), leading from Alo Lawler (L & B Excavations 
Chevron-Swindon B29), Brian Robinson (Lola- 


Spotlight on Sigafoos 


Philadelphian Fred Sigafoos, renewing acquain- 
tance with the development Elden-Minister 
Mk10X which is now owned by Alan Morton- 
Jacobs Racing, and racing for the first time at 
Croft, won the final of the Tate Trophy FF1600 
reund at the Darlington & DMC meeting on 
Sunday, for which he was fuly awarded the 
National Benzole Man of the Meeting Award. 
arrassingly for the organizers, he then 
e the subject of a stewards’ enquiry — for 
edly overtaking under the yellow flags. Long 
the otherwise highly enjoyable meeting had 
ed, the matter remained unresolved (see 
Sports Extra). The other star attraction of the six- 
race programme was the best Formule Libre race 
seen at Croft so far this year, which resulted in a 
rare defeat for Andy Barton’s March and a fine 
win for Derek Cook, having his first race of the 
year in his Atlantic Chevron-Cook B27. 

Ken Pickering led for all but two laps of the 
pening Tate Formula Ford heat in his Elf-. 
ep or ted Jamun T5B, but he had to fight hard 
all the way. An excellent start served to keep him 
ahead until lap 4 when his position was taken by 
Fred Sigafoos who was treating the heat as a 
sorting session for the rebuilt Elden. His lead only 
lasted a lap before he spun down to sixth. Tony 
Barley (Royale RP21) also edged ahead of 
Pickering, on the penultimate lap, but Pickering 
was back in front at the flag, still hotly pursued 
by Barley (who had been on pole position), the pro- 
mising ex-kartist David Leslie in his 1969 ex- 
Gerry Birrell Crosslé 16F, and the fast-recovering 
Sigafoos. Potential challenger Mick Starkey (ATS 
Mierlyn-Scholar Mk20A) was right up with the 
leaders when a lap 2 spin dropped him out of 
contention — to finish seventh. 

Peter Harrington made an indifferent start 
from pole in the quieter second heat, whereas 
John Kent made a good one in the Tickled Trout 
Hotel Royale RP21. Kent’s now well-sorted Royale 
bung on to the lead for a couple of laps before 
Harrington put the Praxel Lotus 69F in its accus- 
tomed position. At the finish Brian Thompson’s 
Royale RP16 was only 0.4s adrift of Kent. 
Richard Philip (Crosslé 20F) dropped out of the 
reckoning with a spin at Sunny on lap 3 and into 
fourth place came none other than John Simpson, 
eut of his “retirement” already, in a Merlyn- 
Brown Mk11A. 

The final featured a tremendous battle for the 
lead which opened with Pickering and Kent again 
making good starts and Harrington again tardy 
away from the line. Before the first lap was over 
Sigafoos had the Elden up in second place, and he 
snatched the lead from Pickering on the fourth 
lep (Pickering missed out the Chicane on the 
previous but was not penalised), but was now 


cool Leslie head 


Pickering, Leslie, Barley, Kent and Philip who 
were having a tremendous dice. On lap 10 
Harrington was past at Tower — then came the 
yellow flag incident which marred an otherwise 
very cleanly fought race. Once back in front 


Sigafoos managed to hold off Harrington’s 


advances, although they were given the same race 
time, four seconds ahead of the big dice where, 
creditably, nobody overcooked it and the very 

ath Pickering, Barley, Philip and 
Kent. 

A rather meagre turnout of Direct Tapes Prod 
Sports contenders, minus Rod Gretton’s Team 
Burgess TVR 3000M which had to withdraw with 
broken shock absorbers, were joined (although 
started as two separate grids) by a selection of 
Modsports cars. Max Payne led all the way with 
his ex-Cuthbert Elan, but the other Elan of Mike 
Smith dropped back to an eventual third place 
(benefiting from a moment on the part of Ron 
Kirkman’s ex-Barry Wood engined Davrian Mk7) 
behind Colin Olden who was going extremely well 
in his second ever race in the Mike Taylor 1340cc 
Sprite. Despite complaining of a down-on-power 
engine and a touch of ’flu — “I have to have some 
excuse” — Chris Meek had no difficulty in 
winning the Direct Tapes section of the race from 
Colin Blower in the other Team Burgess TVR. 


Chris Alford also had a customary class win in the’ 


John Britten TVR 1600M and “Valli” again 
headed the Spridgets in the Biba/Croft Auto- 
drome Midget, once a throttle which had been 
sticking in practice had been fixed. This girl is not 
just a publicity gimmick, but is developing into a 


-highly competent club driver. 


A packed grid of Troy Tire & Auto Centres 
Special Saloons lost Alastair Lyall’s Escort FVC 
off the front row of the grid because of an oil leak, 
and almost lost Leslie Scurr’s Mini which spun on 
the warming up lap. The often unlucky Brian, 
Whiting was in complete command of this one 
with his 1840 BDE-engined Escort, drawing well 
ahead of the rumbling herd of V8s. For eight laps 
the old ex-works/Pierpoint/Howes/Myerscough/ 
Meek/Strawson, etc(!) Falcon of Malcolm Stevens 
held off the steadily closing Keith Bowmaker in 
the Track Tune Escort V8. With two laps to go, as 
expected, Bowmaker eased ahead for his oft- 


‘repeated runner-up spot. Peter Taylor finished 


fourth in the old Martin Kent Rapier-Chevrolet 
which he shares with Andy Chapman, well ahead 
of Graeme Walker’s trick Skoda BDG which 
spent most of the race trying to swat a swarm of 
Minis which finished in the order Dave Horsley, 
Graham Wood, Ian Rogerson and Roger 
Matthews. The latter’s very fast class-winning 
MAE-powered car held them all off until lap eight 
when he seemed to falter slightly and was 
copeee to the back of the bunch. 

e Libre race, combined with an amalgamated 
Clubmans class, promised well and did not dis- 


Close T3860 BDG) and Andy Barton. Tim Wood 
had already departed from the fray with a spot of 
bank storming in the Brabham-FVC BT35 
Another lap and Robinson had gone too — with 


. his Lola marooned with a broken wheel at the 


Chicane. Barton took Lawler on lap 4, and as he 
closed on Cook the pair of them slowly dropped 
Lawler who retired on lap 11 with ‘‘two or thess 
rods out of the block’. Alchough Barton closed in 
on Cook the Croft ‘champion’ could not find a way 
past and had to be content with second place. 
Once Bob Rollo’s misfiring Lotus 69 slowed right 
down before pitting, Joe Applegarth, the only 
finisher not to be lapped at least twice by the 
leaders, took third place in his Monoposto 
Brabham BT23C. Despite two brief pitstops Ra 

Edge came rushing back up the field to pass a 

the othér Clubmans cars in his U2 Mk17 to finish 
fourth — ahead of 11 other cars after stopping 


twice in a 15-lap race! 
CHRIS MASON 


Tate Trophy Formula Ford 1600 Championship round, heat 1 (10 
laps): 1, Ken Pickering (Jamun-Scholar T5B), 12m 46.6s, 82.22mph; 
2, Tony Barley (Royale-Brown RP21), 12m 46.8s; 3, David Leslie. 
(Grossahoventy 16F), 12m 46.8s; 4, Fred Sigafoos (Elden-Minister 

k10X), 12m 48.0s. Fastest lap: Leslie, 1m 14.4s, 84.68mph. 

Direct Tapes Production Sports Car Championship round and 
Modified Sports cars (10 laps); Overall: 1, Max Payne (1.6 Lotus 
Elan), 13m 30.0s, 77.78mph; 2, Colin Olden (1.3 Austin Healey 
Sprite), 13m 41.6s; 3, Mike Smith (1.6 Lotus Elan), 13m 47.4s; 4, 
John Read (1.3 Austin Healey spre 13m 52.8s. Production Sports 
£3000 to £4500: 1, Chris Mee’ ae Lotus Europa), 75.59mph; 2, 
Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M); 3, Tony Hodgson (1.6 Lotus Europa). 
Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 21.8s, 77.02mph. £2001 to £3000: 1, Chris 
Alford (1.6 TVR 1600M), 68.05mph; 2, Anthony Brewer (1.6 Morgan 
4/4); no other starters. Fastest lap: Alford, 1m 31.0s, 69.23mph. Up 
to £2000: 1, ‘Valli’ (1.5 MG Mivecd 66.32mph; 2, Dave Karaskas 
(1.3 Austin Healey Sprite); 3, David Dalton (1.3 MG Midget). Fastest 
lap:.“Valli”, 1m 35.0s, 66.32mph. Modified Sports over 1500cc: 1, 
Payne; 2, Smith; 3, Peter Tipton (4.2 TVR Tuscan). Fastest lap: 
Payne, 1m 18.6s, 80.15mph. Up to 1500cc: 1, Olden, 76.68mph; 2, 
Read; 3, Ron Kirkman (1.1 Davrian-lmp Mk7). Fastest lap: Olden, 
1m 20.2s, 78.55mph. 

Tate Trophy Formula Ford 1600 Championship round, heat 2 (10 
laps): 1, Peter filed Sih (Lotus-Scholar 69F), 12m 40.0s, 
82.89mph; 2, John Kent (Royale-Scholar RP21), 12m 44.0s; 3, Brian 
Thompson (Royale-Rowland RP16), 12m 44.4s; 4, John Simpson 

Merlyn-Brown Mk11A), 12m 57.0s. Fastest lap: Harrington and 
ichard Philip (Crosslé-Scholar 20F), 1m 14.8s, 84.23mph. 

Troy Tire and Auto Centres Special Saloon Car Championship 
round (10 laps); Overall and over 1300cc: 1, Brian Whiting (1.8 Ford 
Escort BDE), 12m 42.6s, 82.61mph; 2, Keith Bowmaker (4.7 Ford 
Escort V8), 13m 10.6s; 3, Malcolm Stevens (4.7 Ford Falcon), 13m 
12.4s; 4, Peter Taylor (5.7 Sunbeam Rapier-Chevrolet), 13m 25.0s. 
Fastest lap: Whiting, 1m 15.0s, 84.00mph. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Dave 
Horsley (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 75.81mph; 2, Graham Wood (1.3 Mini- 
Cooper S); 3, lan Rogerson (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: Wood, 
Horsley and Rogerson, 1m 20.8s, 77.97mph. Up to 1 : 1, Roger 
Matthews (1.0 Mini-MAE), 75.52mph; 2, John Tully (1.0 Mini-Cooper 
S); 3, Keith Hardy (1.0 Hillman Imp). Fastest Jap: Matthews, 1m 
21.0s, 77.78mph. Mini 7: 1, Paul Ratcliffe (850 Mini), 65.17mph; 2, 
lan Mittell (850 Mini); 3, Chris Hill (850 Mini). Fastest lap: Mittell and 
Ratcliffe, 1m 34.2s, 66.88mph. 

Tate Trophy Formula Ford 1600 Championship round, Final (12 
laps): 1, Sigafoos, 15m 14.0s, 82.71mph; 2, Harrington, 15m 14.0s; 
3, Leslie, 15m 18.0s; 4, Pickering, 15m 18.2s; 5, Barley, 15m 18-2s; 
6, pull 15m 18.4s. Fastest lap: Sigafoos, 1m 14.4s, 84.68mph. 

BRSCC Northern Formule Libre Championship round and BRSCC 
Northem Clubmans Sports Cat Championship round (15 laps); 
Overall: 1, Derek Cook (1.6 Chevron-Cook B27 BDA), 16m 22.0s, 
96.23mph; 2, Andy Barton (1.8-March-Barton 73B/75B BDE). 16m 
23.8s; 3, Joe Appl h (1.6 Brabham-Ford BT23C), 14 laps; 4, Ray 
Edge (1.6 Mallock U2-Davron Mk1i7), 13 laps. Formule Libre: 3. 
Cook; 2, Barton; 3, Applegarth. Fastest lap: 
98.i3mph. | Edge. 83. 20mph 

C74Ay 3, Geoff Lambert (1 


Holley Mk1 <2) Fastest lap Edee 1m 09 4s. S90 78moh. 


SILVERSTONE 


An exci ting 15 lap allcomers race in progress. Llewellyn’s 250F chases van Rossem ’s CosperBes tol and Pat Marsh’s ERA. 


Romulus rumbles round 


The first of this year’s Vintage Sports Car Club 
Silverstone meetings, held 

provided a bonanza for the true enthusiast with a 
splendid field of cars and the reappearance of at 
least three really exciting cars after many years of 
retirement. Perhaps the most heart-stirring was 
Prince Birabongse’s first ERA “Romulus” after 
many years in the Montague Museum. “‘B. Bira”, 
was given Romulus on his 21st Birthday by his 
cousin Prince Chula Chakrabongse, and it was 
Prince Chula’s daughter, Miss Narisa 
Chakrabongse, who allowed regular ERA driver 
Bill Morris and his brother Ben to restore the car 
and enter it for this and possibly other VSCC 
events. Romulus was a very early ERA, R2B, 
fitted with a Roots-type blower. Although Bira 
bought other ERAs of later specification, it was 
Romulus who brought him his greatest success: 
10 major wins, seven seconds and five thirds, 
often entered as a second-string car when the 
Prince’s later Zoller-blown ERAs proved unre- 


Romulus and Remus fight it out... 


last. Saturday,. 


liable. His second car “‘Remus” R5Bm was never 
really successful prewar, although present owner 
(Hon Patrick Lindsay) has had a host of successes 
in Vintage and Historic racing with the car in 
recent years. Bill Morris drove Romulus in the 15- 
lap Allcomers. scratch race with great 
distinction, the car only slowing towards the 
finish when the old and caeesiore magneto gave 
trouble. Ben Morris took over the wheel of Bill’s 
“Hanuman II’, ERA R12B, a rebuild of Bira’s 
third ERA which had six major wins before being 
badly damaged at Rheims. Ben had not raced 
before but drove with great verve and earned the 
Allied Polymer Driver of the Day award for his 
efforts. Alain De Cadenet, known best for his 
gallant singleton efforts at LeMans, brought out. 
his recently restored and first-off P3 Alfa Romeo 
Monoposto to add to the nostalgic feast, the 
mellow sound of this straight-eight contrasting 
with the yowl of the ERAs. The P3 was brought 
back by Alain from the Argentine and is reputed 


to have not raced since 1936. Even earlier anc 
unique was Eric Benfield’s ex-works 200 Mil 
Race Alvis, which finished sixth in the 1924 200’ 
at a staggering average speed of 9lmph, nov 
beautifully restored to possibly tidier-than 
original conditions. . 

Following a 40-minute high-speed trial, notable 
for a high rate of attrition of cars, was a five lar 
handicap race of the ik so popular with the 
organisers. This Riley Special benefit was won by 
Peter Fleming in his 1937 1}-litre, with Colir 
Warrington’s more distinguished Appletor 
Special, a 1930 Maserati with a 1}-blown Riley 
engine, a valiant second from the scratch mark, 
and Rob Cook’s and David Ellison’s Rileys in hot 
pursuit after a spirited tussle. 

The following five-lap scratch race appeared at 
first to be a runaway victory for Peter Whale in 
his beautiful Frazer Nash Interceptor, who got 
the jump on all the others from the start, but Tom 
Threlfall (yes that Tom Threlfall) hauled him in in 
his bulky Lancia Lambda and actually passed him 
at Woodcote on the last lap. Clinkard Junior was 


‘a good third in his Alvis, with Bill Barbet’s rathe1 


soild Austin 7 fourth. 

The Allcomers scratch race was of course the 
one which warmed the blood of the cognoscenti, 
and we cannot remember such an excellent field o! 
real original racing cars. Simon Phillips pract- 
ically ran away and hid in his Cooper-Bristol, now 
on top form and fed on -methanol, with Alan 
Cottam a steady second in the pristine Hillborne 
fuel-injected Connaught. Third at first, te 
everyone’s delight, was Bill Morris in Romulus, 


_with the Cameron Millar and David Llewellyn 


250F Maseratis behind him, but by lap 5 third 
place had fallen to Martin Morris’s R11B ERA, 
the ex-Wakefield 2-litre car, with Millar’s 250F 
and Frank Lockhart’s Rover disputing it, then 
Romulus. Barber’s very hairy ex-Newsome SS100 
was next being attacked from every direction by 
Pat Lindsay in Remus, arms flailing and smoke 
ouring from the nearside of the bonnet. Dan 
Aare ies’s 250F Maserati was being pestered by 
its ace mechanic Tony Merrick, driving Sandy 
Murray’s daddy of all the ERAs, RIA, with David 
Llewellyn’s 250F now back in company with 
Robert Cooper’s ey tel Cooper-Bristol and Ron 
Footitt’s CoGNaC Special. Following these were 
Peter van Rossem’s Cooper Bristol, Martin 
Dean’s handsome black T51 Bugatti, Ben Morris 
in his very first motor race with Hanuman, and de 
Cadenet in the as yet unfamiliar Monoposto Alfa. 
As the race continued, Romulus started to 
misfire as the old magneto felts its years, and the 
other White Mouse Stable ERA Remus passed it, 
together with the black SS100. But, to everyone's 
rehef, the car finished. Lockhart managed to get 
past Millars 250F to _ third 
place with the Rower. and the field streamed over 


the Ime to fish ome af the Bex Albcomers races 
at a VSCC mectme ie may years. 

Another fiwelep handicap was won by Conway 
Jnr’s T37A Bogstti after a fine drive through the 
field from the Im 10s mark, pippmg Mrs Nickall’s 
Lagonda Rapier on the last lap. 

The Italia Trophy race, although the main race 
ef the day, was short of entries from the 
Edwardian and Vintage racing cars. Bernard 
Kain got a good start from Hamish Moffatt, and 
the two T35B Bugattis circulated for the full 10 
laps without much hope of real battle. three or 
four seconds apart. Poleman Peter Morley was 
reaccustoming himself to the enormous Bentley 
Napier after both had made the recovery from last 
year’s Oulton accident, and he rumbled round 
happily further down the field. Harvey McWhir’s 
extremely fast AC-engined single-seater Frazer 
Nash got the better of an initial dispute with 
Freddie Giles in Footitt’s GN, following which 
the latter broke a rocker and retired. Harvey Hine 
won the big capacity class with his trim 3/4} 
Bentley, Neville Farquhar took the tiddler class in 
his Brooklands Riley (despite the installation of a 
eooking motor in this pretty car), and Liddell’s 
Straker Squire took the edwardian class. 

Mike Barker’s BMW 328 won the ensuing five- 
lap handicap from the Rileys of Peter Fleming and 
Dennis Barbet and Richard Dunham finished 
fourth in the handsome Alvis which his grand- 
father Gerry Dunham raced at Brooklands. 

The penultimate event, another five-lap 


handicap, went to Frank Lockhart after he pipped. 


Ben Morris in Hanuman on the last lap, hotly 
pursued by Simon Phillips, who had scorched 
through the field from scratch in the meths-fed 
Cooper-Bristol. 
David Ellison looked all set to win the last race, 
@ five-lap scratch race, in his Riley, but rain had 
just started to wet the track already slick with oil 
m sundry leaking Vintage and PVT cars (the 
Ghaingang brigade must surely be the most 
effective lube-spreaders), and he spun at 
Woodcote in company with Richard Dunham’s 
Alvis. A trio of Riley Specials thus finished in 
front (Rob Cook, Peter Fleming and Tony Manson 
im that order) after a good battle, despite being in 
somewhat scowled-upon category of pop-rivet 
ials about which there is some controversy in 


* ROBIN REW 


Handicap (5*laps): 1, P. Fleming (1.4 Riley), 66.29 mph; 2, C. 
Werrington (1.5 Appleton Special); 3, R. Cook (1.5 Riley); 4, D. 
Ellison (1.5 Riley). Fastest lap: Warrington, 72.36 mph. 

Scratch race (5 laps): 1, T. Threlfall (2.9 Lancia Lambda), 60.30 
=ph; 2, P. Whale (1.5 Frazer Nash Interceptor); 3, A. Clinkard (1.8 
Awis); 4, W. Barbet (747 Austin). Fastest lap: Mrs J. Hogg (1.5 Aston 
Martin), 62.51 mph. 

Allcomers scratch race (15 laps): 1, Simon Phillips (2.0 Cooper 
Bristol), 82.48 mph; 2, Alan Cottam (2.0 Connaught); 3, Cameron 
Millar (2.5 Maserati 250F); 4, Frank Lockhart (3.0 Rover F2). Fastest 
Map: Phillips 84.88 mph. 

Handicap (5 laps): 1, H. Conway (1.5 Bugatti, T37A), 63.56 mph; 2, 
Mrs E. Nickalls (1.3 Lagonda Rapier); 3, T. Austin (747 Austin); 4, R. 
Penman (750 Austin). Fastest lap: Conway, 65.78 mph. 

Napier and Itala trophy (10 laps): 1, B. Kain (2.3 Bugatti T35B), 
75.95 mph; 2, Hamish Moffatt (2.3 Bugatti T35B); 3, H. McWhir (2.0 


Srazer Nash); 4, H. Hine (4.4 Bentley 3/43). Up to 1100 cc: A.” 


Farquhar (1.1 Riley Brooklands), 64.13 mph. Fastest tap: Farquhar, 
65.48 mph. 1101 cc to 3000 cc: Kain, 75.95 mph. Fastest lap: Kain, 
77 39 mph. Over 3000 cc: Hine, 71.82 mph. Fastest lap: Hine, 73.09 
moh. Edwardian: W. A. Liddell (4.0 Straker Squire), 60.35 mph. 
Fastest lap: Liddel!, 61.58 mph. 

Handicap (5 laps): 1, T. Roberts (2.0 BMW 328), 66.78 mph; 2, Pp 
Fleming (1.5 Riley); 3, D. Barbet (1.1 Riley); 4, R. Dunham (2.5 Alvis). 
Fastestlap: Dunham,69.91 mph. ~ 

Handicap (5 laps): 1, Frank Lockhart (3.0 Rover F2), 79.26 mph; 
2 Bill Morris (1.5 ERA); 3, Simon Phillips (2.0 Cooper Bristol). 
Festest lap: Phillips, 83.90 mph. 

Scratch race (5 laps): 1, R. Cook (1.5 Riley), 65.13 mph; 2, P. 
Peming ibe Riley); 3, T. Manson (1.5 Riley). Fastest lap: Manson, 

59 mph. 


The entire field of the larger ‘special saloons race, which Rod Birley leads on the first lap. 


LYDDEN 


Addison wins Mini scrap 


A programme of seven entertaining races was 
efficiently run by TEAC at Lydden last Sunday, 
but only the usual Lydden handful of spectators 
braved threatening rain (which did not materialize) 
to watch a series of races in which the lead was 
under dispute at some time in every race. 
National championship rounds for Formula Vee 
and Formula 1300 saw wins for Tim Flynn 
(Scarab) and John Allan (Allan), although neither 


won without a struggle. TEAC had two of their . 


own championship rounds, both of which were 
eventful: the Formula Ford race, which was also a 
round of Lydden’s own championship, saw 
another win for Tony Halliwell’s Merlyn, while 
Robert Addison survived a tremendous three-car 
scrap to win the Mini 7 race. Mark Hales led the 
modsports race in his Turner from flag to flag, 
while the two special saloon races saw a hard- 
fought win for Graham Brewis and an easy 


_victory for Steve Pattison, both with Minis. 


The first race, on a track still dusty from the last 
rallycross, was for the small special saloons. 


-Right from the start the front row men, Colin 


Craven (Imp), Graham Brewis (Cooper S) and Pat 
Mannion (Imp), pulled well away from the rest of 
the field. For half the race they circulated tight 
together with Craven leading and Mannion 
grabbing second place at Devil’s Elbow on the 
third lap in spite of the fact that seconds before 
Brewis had been challenging for the lead. On lap 
5, Mannion seized the lead at the same place and 
was followed through by Brewis, and for a while 
the trio split up a little. However, the hose came 
adrift on Mannion’s header tank, and Brewis 
closed right up. On a very exciting last lap, 
Brewis tried round the outside of the hairpin, 
failed, and then grabbed the lead on the final bend’ 
to take the flag. Craven was right with them, 
fractions behind Mannion. Behind all this in a 
lonely fourth place, Gerry Glass in his ex-Bob 
Shepherd Mini dominated the 850 class. 

The Marchant & Cox championship has 
introduced a new element of competition to the 
FF1600 races at Lydden with Tony Halliwell, Wil 
Arif and Paul Sleeman out in front before this 
meeting. Practice put the three on the front row, 
their times closely matched. Mindful of his 
jumped start a fortnight previously, Sleeman was 
determined to do it properly and shot away first. 
Halliwell was hot in pursuit and as the two 
Merlyns touched at the hairpin Halliwell came off 
better and took the lead. He seemed to have the 
measure of Sleeman and by half-distance was 
pulling away. On lap 5, Arif in the Brookside 
Garden Centre Crosslé took Sleeman at the 
Elbow, and Sleeman fell back behind Doug 
Wood’s Elden. In trying to retake him the next 
time round, he spun, taking Wood off with him. 
This rather split the field, with Halliwell a couple 
of seconds ahead of Arif, and well ahead of the 
rest. A battle did develop, though, for third spot; 
Roy Pagliaci (Lotus,61MX) was chased hard to 
the flag by Tony Howard (Crosslé 25F), Len 
Marchant (Brabham BT21/28) and a recovered 
Sleeman, only 14s covering the four. 

Three cars dominated the Mini 7 race, those of 
Martin Moorhead, Robert Addison and Bob 


Vanson. For the first five laps they circulated in 
this order with Vanson trying hard every time up 
Hairy Hill and each time having the door shut on 
him. By lap 6 Moorhead’s Mini was beginning to 
smoke, a hurriedly replaced oil seal being the 
cause, and he was having difficulty holding the 
car round the hairpin. Sure enough Addison 
grabbed the opportunity to take him there, and 
two laps later Vanson did the same thing as 
Moorhead got completely sideways. 

In terms of distance, the 15-lap Formula Vee 
race was the most important of the day. A fine 
start by Ray Simpson (JSR) and a poor one by 
poleman Tim Flynn (Scarab) saw Simpson well 
away into the lead. It looked as if it was going to 
be a rather boring 15 laps. But no, Flynn was 
carving through the field, and by lap 5 he was up 
to second place. He was quickly up into 
contention and by lap 8 was trying to take the 
lead. At every bend he tried, but it was not until 
about three laps later that he succeeded going up 
Hairy Hill. In third place, having been there since 
lap 5, came Edward Jones (Alpha), well ahead of 
Rupert West (CM), who, in spite of a blown rocker 


cover gasket, had survived a tight little scrap for 


fourth. : 

A fine start by John Allan (Allan) quickly took 
him to a 2-second lead in the F1300 race, an 
advantage which he then threw away by 
snatching the wrong gear and allowing Bob Davis 
(Davis 1C) to take him. The two then contested 


_ the lead with Jim Ravenscroft (Messer 2A) and 


Philip Lloyd (Nomad 2), who had earlier spun, 
disputing third place some way back. A demon 
manoeuvre by Allan on lap 7, trying to overtake 
both a backmarker and the leader at Pits, came 
unstuck, but he kept it on the road and was 
rewarded when two laps later Davis spun entering 
the Dover straight. This left Allan an easy victor 
ahead of Ravenscoft, who had pulled away from 
Lloyd, and Davis, who recovered to take third 
place on the last lap. 

Only seven cars contested the larger special 
saloon race, with Rod Birley’s Group 1 Capri 
sitting on pole position. The Hometune car led for 
the first lap before losing out at the Elbow to 
Steve Pattinson’s Mini, which pulled away to a 
comfortable lead. John Ingle’s Anglia challenged 
the Capri before a spin dropped him back, and 
overheating caused him to retire. Roy Marsh’s 
Cooper S inherited third place, the only other car 
remotely in contention. 

The modsports race saw a fine win for poleman 
Mark Hales (Turner), who led from start to finish. 
Tony Claydon (W. J. Sims Elan) tried hard to 
make things different. He was closing for most of 
the race and by lap 8 was ready to take the lead. 
However, fate (in the shape of the clutch) decided 
otherwise, and the Elan fell back. There was more 
to come, for the throttle cable snapped on the last 
lap; but such was his advantage over class winner 
Nick Ramus (Midget) that he was still able to take 


pore Sees IAN WAGSTAFF 


Special Saloons (10 laps); Overall and 851 to 1000cc class: 1, 


Graham Brewis (1.0 Mini Cooper S), 8m 24.1s, 71.41mph; 2, Pat 
Mannion (1.0 Imp), 8m 24.8s; 3, Colin Craven(1.0 Imp), 8m 25.1s; 4, 
Gerry Glass (850 Mini), 8m 39.5s. Fastest lap: Mannion, 48.6s, 
74.07mph. Under 850cc class: 1, Glass, 69.29mph; 2, Pete Knipe 
(850 Mini); 3, Eddy Arscott (850 Mini). Fastest lap: Glass, 50.9s, 
70.71mph. 

TEAC Formula Ford championship round (10 laps): 1, Tony 
Halliwell (Merlyn-Minister Mk11A), 7m 53.5s, 76.03mph; 2, Wil Arif 
(Crossle-Piper 25F), 7m 55.0s; 3, Roy Pagliaci (Lotus-Minister 
61MX), 8m 04.2s; 4, Tony Howard (Crossle-Flint 25F), 8m 04.6s; 5, 
Len Marchant (Brabham-Scholar BT21/28), 8m 05.1s; 6, Paul 
Sleeman (Merlyn-ASD Mk11A), 8m 05.7s. Fastest lap: Halliwell, 
46.2s, 77.92mph. 

TEAC Mini 7 championship round (10 laps): 1, Robert Addison, 9m 
06.2s, 65.91mph; 2, Bob Vanson, 9m 06.7s; 3, Norman Finn, 9m 
15.7s; 4, Jim Mancey, 9m 16.4s; 5, Rob Browne, 9m 28.2s; 6, Roy 
Finlay, 9m 29.8s. Fastest lap: Martin Moorhead, 52.7s, 68.31mph. 

Formula Vee championship round (15 laps): 1, Tim Flynn (Scarab), 
12m 15.1s, 73.46mph; 2, Ray Simpson (JSR), 12m 16.8s; 3, Edward 
Jones (Alpha), 12m 37.4s; 4, Rupert West (CM), 12m 56.6s; 5, 
Michael Baker (Sarak 002/76), 12m 59.1s; 6, Lisle Sanders (Jetirey), 
14 laps. Fastest lap:Flynn, 46.85, 76.92mph. 

Formula 1300 National championship round (10 laps): 1, John 
Allan (Alian), 7m 55.0s, 75.79 mph; 2, Jim Ravenscroft (Messer 2A), 
8m 06.2s; 3, Bob Davis (Davis 1c), 8m 08.45; 4, Philip Lloyd (Nomad 
2), 8m 09.2s; 5, Andrew Jeans (Mallock U2 Mk.IIB), 8m 23.3s; 6, 
as Kite (Marjo Kite), 8m 44.0s. Fastest lap: Davis, 45.6s, 78.95 
m 
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70.31 mph. 5 

Modified Sports cars (10 laps); Overall and over 1300 cc class: 1. 
Mark Hales (1.6 Turner), 8m 20.is, 71.98 mph; 2, Tony Claydon (1.8 
Lotus + 8m 257s; 3, Nick Ramus (1.3 MG M 4. 
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7377 mph. Up to 1300 ce class: 1, Ramus. 70.01 
2. De Mercer (1 3 Gmett2 GS) 3. Frank Taylor MG 
Fastest ap Races. 505s 71 239-0 <s 


Noel Edmonds kept his more discerning listeners happy witha commendable drive in the Opel. 


MALLORY PARK. 


Hawkins joins the club 


Last Sunday at Mallory Park, Richard Hawkins before Barrie ran out of laps and Richard crossed 
joined Jody Scheckter in the exclusive club of the line a delighted winner for his new team. 
drivers who have won a Formula 3 race in one of Barnett dropped back a little towards the endasa 
Dr Josef Ehrlich’s cars. Indeed, we believe the rear tyre went off while Lain fell further and 
chassis Richard was driving was the very same further behind after his impressive start and was 
which Jody used to win a heat at the 1971 British being caught by New Zealander Brett Riley's 
GP meeting, only this time power came from a rebuilt Modus M3 when the flag came out. Bob 
brand new Novamotor/Toyota and was sufficient | Arnott retired his March 743 with a puncture 


to outpace Barrie Maskell, having yet another while lying fifth ahead of Riley. Hawkins and. 


good F3 race at Mallory Park, in the Jeff Sharpe- Maskell equalled the Brian Henton 1974 lap 
entered Dastle which also dates back to about record during their struggle. 
1971. The 20-lap F3 event for the Hollies Trophy The first Radio 1 production saloon race, for the 
was the main attraction of a very good BARC _heavier metal, gave the crowd everything it 
championship meeting which used BBC Radio 1 wanted with intensely close racing between cars 
as the medium to attract a larger than usual = with which they could identify, and at the front 
crowd, although nothing like last year’s was the hero for most of them, Noel Edmonds in 
thousands who came to pay homage to the Bay his new Opel. Although he took Pole position, 
City Rollers. Noel Edmonds pleased the pop fans Edmonds was beaten into Gerards by the Capris 
by putting in a fine drive in new Tony Fall- © of Phil Dowsett and Ivan Dutton, but he joined 
repared, Castrol-sponsored Opel Commodore to battle with them at once, encouraged by the 
finish third in the production sallon car round. closely following Brian Pepper in another Opel, 
A great confrontation was promised in the Derrick Brunt’s BMW, Gordon Bruce’s Capri and 
Forward Trust 1000 special saloon race between Simon Watson’s BMW while lying a lowly ninth 
the Imps of Jeff Ward and Rob Mason but, after (38 Tony Lanfranchi in the Marshall Wingfield 
leading by a fraction as far as the hairpin on the Opel after he had miscalculated practice and 
first lap, Ward spun it all away and dropped to 
the tail of the field before restarting. This left 
Mason clear to win comfortably enough although 
he had to lap within 0.2s of the lap record to stay 
ahead of the amazing Mini Estate of Mini expert 
Ginger Marshall. Malcolm Johnstone's rebuilt ex- 
Ray Calcutt Imp pressed Marshall hard in the 
early laps but droped back with a misfire caused 
by a cracked cylinder head on his rebuilt engine. 
ard made it back to a good fourth, carvin 
through some close midfield dices from whic 
Robin Bastable emerged fifth in his Cooper S 
from the 1-litre Imp of George Ostrousmoff and 
Roger Gill’s opposition-trouncing, class-winning 
850 Imp. 

Despite attractive prize money, the F3 starters 
were reduced to a mere 10 from a good entry. Man 
of the moment Rupert Keegan non-started having 
blown his engine winning at Zolder, or maybe he 
Beard ee ee eek ye antes goes = 3 
well at Mallory, was bringing along his Dastle. In : Pan. 
Be oy tas Barve wetted pole Postion in i emeneeenory Mame ep) eos ea eons 
ee sectly ane second este than metas Greer Marshall (1.0 Mini Clubman Estte), Sp fous, 3 Malcolm 

awkins in the Ehrlich, before spinning at the ne (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 16.0s; 4, Jeff Ward (1.9 Milliman 
Bn and damaging the rear cerofoil. {0g a7s°e, 25), :sgeg tan Mason, Sac, SLOLNDN, Up 
Completing the front row was John Lain in the to 850cc class: 1, Roger Gill (850 Hillman Imp), 84.34mph; 2, Mike 
Imado-sponsored Modus M3, which took the lead ike ee aD) Clifford Watts (848 Hillman Imp). Fastest 
pe ite flag fell. Lain’s Holbay twin-cam obviously The Hollies Formula 3 Trophy (20 laps): 1, Richard Hawkins 
| plenty ores so that, Mesut aking Ehrlich-Novamotor/Toyota ES2/5), 15m 19.4s, 105.72mph; 2, 

icker through the corners, neither Haw. ins or CR sBa racials aieNavenrotor é 
Biaskel was able to overtake for several laps. Lain (Modus-Holbay/Ford M3 ror ool, ge 5, Brett Riley (Modus. 

ventually, Hawkins found a way past at the — Brown/Ford M3 t/c), 15m 35.4s; 6, John Stokes (March-Novamotor/- 
hairpin on lap 8 while Maskell and Chris Barnett Toyota 753), 15m 59.8s. eae lap: Hawkins and Maskell, 45.0s, 


followed suit a lap later. Barnett, having his last BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon Car Championship round over 


race before selling his March 753, had come up _—£2000 (10 laps): 1, Phil Dowsett (3.0 Ford Capri II), 10m 82s, 
well from the back row after gearbox problems Om 
had caused him to practise out.of session, but. ivan Dutton (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 10m 13.2s. Over £2400 class: 1, 
third was as far as he got. For a while he hustled —Dowsett, 79.91mph; 2, Lanfranchi, 3, Edmonds. Fastest lap: 
Maskell, but the experienced Yorkshireman was Lanfranchi, 59.2, 82.09mph (record). au aed ae 
more interested in the man in front and gradually cong (2 3 Vauzhall emer Coe, 7 fren Toyota 
closed the gap. Down it came to within a second Colca ‘ “esx c Jengh (record. 


Barrie Maskell drove as well as expected but took second place in the F3 race after a fine pole position. 


jousted ther way round the creas. == 
Edmonds im particular makmg some very go0 
moves, Dowsett was able to pull away a2 Ettle an 
this stood him in good stead a few laps later whe 
Lanfranchi had muscled his way through tt 
battling bunch and taken over second place by lz 
9. By then Dowsett was too far in front so for tl 
second successive race a golden oldie fro: 
Yorkshire had to make do with second plac 


- Edmonds finally sorted out Dutton to secu 


third, with Pepper fifth from Watson and Bruc 
Brunt having fallen back with unsuitable ne 
shock absorbers. Gerry Marshall, from the bac 
row of the grid, took the class lead in his Magnu 
half way round Gerards, and was never heade 
Buch Marshall and his other car set new cla: 
records, which must be worth a few pints. 

The relatively unimportant MCD Formula For 
championship attracted some of the stars wit 
nothing better to do so we had a magnificel 
scrap between John Bright’s Royale RP21 an 
the Hawke DL15s of the Dereks Warwick ar 
Daly. These three carved each other up somethin 
wicked, in the friendliest possible way, with fir 
Bright and then Warwick leading, the latt 
having taken over on lap 7 by virtue of beir 
faster into Gerards. Daly, meanwhile, was findin 
that the only way through was on the grass br 
the wheels tended to lock when he took to it, so! 
was stuck in third for the duration despite mar 
attempts to do better. So Warwick ran out 
delighted winner from Bright and Daly but ¢ 
three of them could have shared it, so well d 
they go. Rick Morris reckoned the safest place | 
be was a few lengths behind in his Hawke ar 
never managed to join in. A first-lap kerfuffle | 
the hairpin, centred round Chris _ Skellern 
Crosslé and Paul Smith’s Royale, let the first fo 
make a break and left Matthew Argenti with te 
much to do in his new Royale to improve on fift 
Skellern recovering well to take sath. 

After a lengthy diversion while pop stars al 
disc jockeys drove the surviving ShellSpo 
Escorts round straw bales, and after which mo 
of the crowd went home, the Oceanair Clubma: 
championship competitors emerged for the 
front-engined Formula Ford race. And just | 
hectic it proved to be, although once again Al 
Ferrada won in his ACE Plant Mallock, this tin 
under. heavy pressure all the way from tl 
younger Farthing, Steve, in his older variety 
U2 which finished only 0.2s behind. Ferrada mi 
yet be beaten this year! Nick Scott’s U2 was 
constant third but only just from a_ hect: 
jostling bunch from which emerged the e 
Caldwell Smythe Geyphon of Nigel Winchest 
ahead of more Mallocks than Arthur has sor 
chief among them being those of Peter Clark, I: 
McCullough, Ron Morgans and Dud Moseley. 

From a Farthing to a Halfpenny for the ne 
race for Paul of that ilk, in his Wessex Finan 
Mazda, was going better than ever ai 
challenging ae now ease: class leaders Jol 
Brindley and Eric Cook for half of the seco1 


ee § 
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MCD Formula Ford 1600 Championship round (10 laps): 1, Ds 
Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15), 8m 37.8s, 93.68mph; 2,2 
Bright (Royale-Smith RP21), 8m 38.0s; 3, Derek Daly (Hat 
Minister DL15), 8m 38.2s; 4, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL15) 
42.6s; 5, Matthew Argenti (Royale-Scholar RP21), 8m 47.2s; 6, C 
Skellern (Crosslé-Scholar 30F), 8m 49.0s. Fastest lap: Bright 
Daly, 50.8s, 95.67mph. 

Oceanair Clubmans Sports Car Championship round (10 lap: 
Alex Ferrada (Mallock U2-Davron Mk 16B), 8m 40.2s, 93.43mp 
Steve Farthing (Mallock U2-Davron Mk 11/148), 8m 40.4s; = 
Scott (Mallock U2-ADA Mk 16B), 8m 48.6s; 4, Nigel Winche 
(Gryphon-ADA C4A), 8m 49.0s; 5, Peter Clark (Mallock U2-Sct 
Mk 15B), 8m 50.6s; 6, lan McCullough (Mallock U2-Rowland Mk 
8m 51.6s. Fastest lap: Ferrada, 50.4s, 96.43mph. 

BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon Car Championship round 
£2000 (10 laps): 1, John Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 
18.8s, 78.54mph; 2, Eric Cook (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 10m 2 
3, Stuart MacAllan (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 10m 33.0s; 4, St 
Patterson (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 10m 46.2s. £1601 to £3 
class: 1, Brindley, 78.54mph; 2, Cook; 3, MacAllan. Fastest 
Brindley, 1m 0.4s, 80.46mph. Up to £1600 class: 1. Danny Aide 
(1.2 Honda Civic), 75.14mph; 2, Peter Smith @ 2 Honda Crm 
Trevor Moore (1.6 Hillman Avenger). Fastest lap: Alderton. Im. 


i (record). 

Foremuia Ford 1600 (© 1. David Wheeler 
RP16H) 7m 420s #1 ee 
Fm 42 45 3 Dewd Sears Van Demes Sco SPE Pe 5 
Fastest te Seas 5325 3 Serer 


colisiem with Cook. had boiled dry. Just 
about ewerypome m the race found someone to dice 
with, the Mendes of Stuart Patterson and Freddie 
Jacks being particularly embarrassed having to 
contend with Danny Alderton’s class-winning, 
record-breaking Honda Civic. Rodney Posner, 
ing a distant second to Alderton, lost his Simca 
lye in a big way at the Esses, and left his badl 
erushed car parked across the centre of the trac 
for the last few laps. His place was taken by the 
other Honda of Pete Smith from PC Trevor Moore 
im the Fuzz Box Avenger. 

A series of incidents on the first lap of the 
FF1600 consolation race saw Janet McPherson 
taken to hospital for a check after damaging her 
ankle in a crash at the Esses which also eliminated 
Bob Firrell’s Dulon. Another of the leaders, Mike 
Taylor in his Image, had already spun into the 
bank on Stebbe Straight which left Michael 
Colin’s old March 708 in the lead from David 
Wheeler’s Royale RP16. Halfway through the 
rains came, allowing Wheeler to take the lead 
from the slightly more cautious Colin, although 
they still finished only 0.4s apart. David Sears, 
after practice problems, brought his Van Diemen 
from the back of the grid to third, proving that he 
was the fastest main in the race by setting fastest 


lap. 
4 IAN TITCHMARSH 
PRESCOTT 


Roy Lane dominated Prescott last Sunday. As 
befits the hill record holder, the 5-litre Fenny 
Marine was fastest in practice, fastest in the 
classes and fastest where it matters most — in the 
RAC Championship runs. But the story certainly 
doesn’t end there, for Sir Nick Williamson really 
seems to be back in the groove with his March 741 
and finished the day less than half a second down 
on Lane, while himself being chased hard by the 


Modus. 
Despite ominous signs from the weather 
forecasters, the only rain that fell at Prescott over 
the weekend was right at the end of Saturday 
aad so that the Bugatti and Ferrari Owners 
lubs were able to make a prompt start to what 
was a very well-supported day’s motor sport. 
Special saloons havesbeens a feature of Prescott for 
some years and although no one could get near 
Alan Cox’s record of 51.38s, the Cooper Ss of 
Messrs Meredith and Walker gave a very good 
account of themselves before the decision went in 
favour of Walker’s Fenny Compton Garages car 
with a neat climb of 51.80. The class for Special 
Saloons over 1300cc proved to be something of a 
walkover for Dave Depper’s 1450cc Mini with a 
climb of 51.30 which was over 2}secs up on 
second-place driver John Davies. 

Russ Ward continues on his winning way in the 
remarkable John Brown Motors Sprite, taking 
very nearly a second off his own record with a run 
ef 50.05. For sheer speed and handling, the car 
must have been the envy of many single-seater 
drivers, as they watched the bright yellow car 
hurtle through the Esses. Another driver who 
kes Prescott is Stuart Watts and despite rather 
thin opposition, he was able to give a confident 
display of car control in his Lotus Elan. Brian 
Wilson’s Cobra has been a familiar sight at 
hillclimbs for several years now, with either 
Wilson or “‘co-driver’’ Malcolm Maycroft sharing 
the awards between them. This week it was 
obviously Wilson’s turn for the premier award 
and a spectacular 52.09 duly clinched the deal, 
even if it did look at one time as though Michael 
White’s Porsche 911 might overtake the time of 
the mighty Cobra. 

Support for the up to 1600cc Clubmans class 
Was quite exceptional with over twenty entries, 
although whether the presence of Major Arthur 
Mallock could possibly have had anything to do 
with the dominance of the U2s is a matter of 
epinion. Certainly Anthony Boshier-Jones lived 
up to the family reputation for fast driving and 
pulled out all the stops for his second climb to 
take the class lead away from Peter Blankstone 
with a climb of 48.07, while Brian Wilson also 
upheld the Welsh flag by just scraping into 
second place on 48.42 — a mere 0.02s ahead of 
Blankstone. John Stwart had what might be 


unre. 188 = - 


imperturbable Ken MacMaster in his 2.2-litre 


Sir Nick sets his sights 


described as the customary win for his Martin 
BM8 in the over 1600cc sports-racing class with a 
spirited 47.48, which could have been faster if the 
tail of the car hadn’t twitched rather violently 
coming out of the first left-hander. 

With a falls entry of 500cce racing cars, it 
seemed unlikely that Barry Brant was going to 
have it all his own way in the Cooper Mk10 and in 
fact Tim Cameron’s Joe Potts Special took the 
class lead for a few seconds with a very smooth 
52.60, only to have Brant claim the class on the 
last run with an outstanding and visibly fast 
climb of 52.12. After Tom Elton had taken his 
venerable Cooper Mk10 up to its usual first place 
in the 1100 class, it was once again the turn of 
Christopher Dowson to demonstrate the 
superiority of his Brabham BT15, this time with 
the new tweak of a fresh set of plugs which 
certainly seemed to work as his time of 48.34 
showed. 

These days, the two classes for single-seater 
racing cars up to 1600cc and of unlimited capacity 
seem to provide all the pointers for the RAC 
Championship runs, and certainly Rob Turnbull 
again made no mistakes in qualifying for the top 
ten with a remarkably smooth and rapid climb of 
45.47, over half a second ahead of Terry Smith’s 
March 733 which, for the second meeting running, 
‘was eleventh fastest qualifier, this time with a 
climb of 46.07. 

Roy Lane has held the record at Prescott since 
1972 and it was therefore no surprise to see the 
big Fenny Marine GM1 whistling up the lower 
stretches of the hill so much faster than any of the 
challengers. Despite suffering from a heavy cold 
and a sore throat, the champion took just 44.70 
for his first climb and then, when Ken MacMaster 
brought the Modus M4 into striking distance 


-with a 44.89, Lane took another chunk’off his time 


to take the class with 44.16. 

Chris Cramer is still having trouble with the 
unique 3.4 Grunhalle Lager March 76A. This time 
the problems centred around transmitting the 
power onto the track — a lowly tenth qualifying 
place in the Championship top ten being improved 
to a rather tail-happy eighth place with a climb of 
45.75. Richard Jones, having qualified his Surtees 
in ninth place, seemed totally unable to find his 
form again and despite great blasts of 
acceleration, obligingly dropped in behind Cramer 
to take ninth place with 46.36. Rob Turnbull’s 
first climb in the B&W Motors Brabham BT35 
was areal corker — smooth, nicely balanced and 
really fast — and he received just rewards with an 
excellent sixth place on 45.60. 

Former hillclimb champion Mike MacDowel is 
really getting into the groove with the tiny 2-litre 
Ralt and, despite, having to make many more 
gearchanges t previously in the Brabham- 
Repco, his style has lost nothing of its old 


’ 


The expected happened at Prescott when Roy Lane dominated the day with his Fenny Marine 6M1. 


smoothness and precision as his fifth placed 45.47 
shows. Having done so well at Loton, Martyn 
Griffiths looked all set to’ repeat his success in the 
Severn Advertising March 74B, but an apparent 
brake failure on the approach to Pardon resulted 
in the March clipping the Armco and diggin 
itself deep into the sand. Desperate pit ake 
managed to get the March to the line for a second 
attempt, but this was foiled when the timekeepers 
pointed out that he couldn’t run without a timing 
strut, and there simply wasn’t enough time left to 
fit anew one. A disappointing zero score! 

Sir Nicholas Williamson was again on form and 
his second run was a joy to watch, the big March 
741 sounding superb and going just where the 
former Champion cared to put it. The sight of 
Nick Williamson powering fHecueh the Prescott 
corners with just enough opposite lock to keep the 
car under control makes it hardly surprising that 
the baronet moved rapidly through the order to 
record 44.08 and move into second place on the 
day and in the Championship. David Franklin 
seems to have hit it off almost straight away with 
the March 742 and, despite a tendency to widen 
the track on the exits.from corners, is consistently 
fast, as shown by his fourth place 44.47. John 


‘Cussins seems to like the big Chevron-Chev and 


made two spectacular assaults on the hill, the 
first giving him a time of 45.73 and the second 
fizzling out in the Esses for the car just to trickle 
over the finishing line. 

Ken MacMaster got the formula right last year 
with the neat little Modus M4, and now, with the 
engine stretched to 2.2 litres, he is really up at the 
top with a vengeance. The essence of Ken’s 
driving seems to be smoothness, with the 
emphasis on neat gearchanging and precise 
placement of the car on the track — this time it 
paid off with a distinguished third place in 44.23. 

As in the classes so in the Championship runs, 
Roy Lane looked as though he couldn’t be beaten. 
Two deceptively quick runs, with the power 
coming in just when it was wanted, and the big 
GM1 always moving on the track to pick up the 
right alignment for the next corner, resulted in a 
46.67 first run and a second run just two- 
hundredths slower. A worthy winner! 


BOB COOPER 


BTD: Roy Lane (5.0 Fenny Marine GM1), 43.67s. 

Class Winners: R. Walker (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 51.80s; D. Depper 
(1.4 Mini-Cooper S), 51.30s; R. Ward (1.3 AH Sprite), 50,05s 
(record); S. Watts (1.6 Lotus Elan), 51.93s; J. Wilson (4.7 AC Cobra), 
52.09s; M. Boulton (3.3 Bugatti 149), 80.66s; A. Boshier-Jones (1.6 
U2 Mk11B/16), 48.07s; J. Stuart (1.8 Martin BM8), 47.385; D. 
Aukland os Ferrari Dino 246), 61.3s; B. Brant (498 Cooper Mki0), 
52.12s; T. Elton (1.1 Cooper Mk10), 52.19s; C. Dowson (1.1 
Brabham BT15), 48.34s; R. Turnbull (1.6 Brabham BT35), 4547s; 
Recane (5.0 Fenny Marine GM1), 44.16s; F. Wall (2.3 Bugatti T35B), 

S. 


RAC Championship Runs: 1, Roy Lane, 43.67s; 2, Sir Nicholas 
Williamson (3.0 March-DFV 741),.44.08s; 3, Ken MacMaster (2.2 
Modus-Hart 420R M4), 44.23s; 4, David Franklin (2.0 March-B 
742), 44.47s; 5, Michael MacDowel (2.0 Ralt-Hart 420R RT1), 
45.47s; 6, Rob Turnbull (1.6 Brabham BT35), 45.60s; 7, John 
Cussins (5.7 Chevron-Chevrolet B32), 45.73s; 8, Chris Cramer (3.4 
March-Cosworth 76A), 45.75s; 9, Richard Jones (2.0 Surte jart 
pee obeee: Martyn Griffiths (2.2 March-Hart 420R 748), not 
classified. 

Championship Positions after. three rounds: 1, R. Lane, 29pts; 2. 
K: MacMaster, Sir N. Williamson, 22; 4, D. Franklin, 18; 5, A 
Douglas-Osborn, 16; 6, J. Cussins, C. Cramer, 11; 8, M. Griffiths, 
10; 9, R. Turnbull, 8; 10, R. Brown, 7. 

C Leaders i ip (after three roundsf 1. R. Ward. C. 
Dowson, 27 pts; 3, J. Meredith, S. Watts, 18; 5. C. Barter, M_ White. 
16; 7, T. Cameron, B_ Brant. 


SILVERSTONE 


New BMW turbo threat 
to the Porsches 


The third qualifying round of the 
1976 World Championshi of 
Makes, which starts at midday on 
Sunday, at Silverstone, sees an 
interesting new dimension in the 
geries. Until now, the Martini 
Porsche turbo driven by German 
Jochen Mass and Belgian Jacky 
Ickx has been all-conquering. But 
joining the fold for the first time in 
this new championship is a works 
entered BMW CSL with 3.5 litres of 
power, turbo-charged for the first 
time. And driving it will be Ronnie 
Peterson and one of the stars of last 
weekend’s Spanish GP, Gunnar 
Nilsson. x 

The new BMW turbo is really the 
big news about Sunday’s race, but 
there is a lot more involved than just 
the confrontation between those two 
cars. An entirely new way of think- 
ing, not only in motor sport legisla- 
tion but also in the actual cars them- 
selves, is involved. The idea of the 
Silhouette formula, as it is some- 
times known, is that the cars are 
production GT sports or touring 
ars, extensively modified, ‘but 
retaining the original shape of the 
bodywork, the original engine block 
of the production car, and the 
original location of the gearbox. 

Perhaps surprisingly, this formula 
makes for exceptionally fast racing 
ears. Mass, when testing the Martini 


Porsche turbo at Paul Ricard in | 


GOODZYEAR 
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southern France, found himself over- 
taking Formula 1 cars. That’s how 
fast Silhouette cars can be. But more 
than that, as they are production- 
based cars, the spectator can see into 
the cockpit and watch the driver at 
work. And the aerodynamic features 
make the cars look very spectacular. 

The main feature of the biggest 
capacity class, from 300l1cc to 
6000cc, is the Porsche-BMW battle. 
Both manufacturers have committed 
themselves to the Silhouette think- 
ing and have invested large sums of 
money into making the racing good 
now, so that other manufacturers 
might be persuaded to come into the 
series at a later date. 


Porsche 


Porsche are involved in two 
different ways. Firstly, they built 
their own very special Porsche turbo 
a couple of years ago to campaign in 
the World Championship for Makes 
as it was then. This car’s direct 
descendant is the car that Mass and 


Ickx drive, the 935 which has been’ 


built at Weissach in Germany and is 
sponsored by Martini. 

An almost direct copy of this 
Martini car is one that has been built 
up by the Kremer brothers from 
Aachen. Apart from certain suspen- 
sion parts, the Kremers have 
managed to produce an almost 
identical car, and have proved it to 


, be the equai of the works car with | 
| known people as Lella Lombardi m a 


extremely quick lap times. 
drivers are Bob Wollek of 
Strasbourg, who has usually proved 
to be fractionally the quicker, and 
Hans Heyer, the German touring car 
ace, always recognizable in the 
paddock because of his Tyrolean hat. 
A third Porsche 935 is that for the 
Finn Leo Kinnunen, racing with the 
less experienced Egon Evertz. This 
pairing came third at Mugello in a 


relatively unambitious Porsche 
turbo, but the Silverstone car will be 
all new. 


Porsche’s second involvement in 
the series comes as a result of their 
special production run of over 20 
racing Porsche Carrera _ turbos, 
modified versions of that rare bird of 
the road. These were offered to 
customers at around £20,000 each, 
and there are four of them entered at 
Silverstone. : 

The main two are the Georg Loos 
cars for Tim Schenken, Toine Heze- 


mans and Clemens Schickentanz, a. 


tremendously strong team of 
drivers, closely matched and all with 
a no pedigree. If the works cars 
fail, they’ll be up there. Arturo 
Merzario is teamed up with Porsche 
specialist Claude Haldi in another 
turbo, while Anny-Charlotte Vernay 
adds a feminine touch to the class, 
teaming up with Guy Chasseuil, the 
French rally star, and Hubert 
Striebig in another turbo Carrera. 


BMW 


The BMW challenge comes from 
the turbocharged CSL from the 
works for Ronnie and Gunnar. This 


almost untried machine is making. 


its debut in the championship, and it 
will be fantastic to see these drivers 
in this big car at Silverstone. 


Definitely a sight not to be missed.. 


Supporting the works turbo entr 
are the three works-built cars ok. 
are run by individual teams. The 
main British interest here is in the 
British Hermetite company, which is 
running one of these Bee-Ems in the 


championship for those two saloon 
‘aces John Fitzpatrick and Tom 


Walkinshaw, with Les -Blackburn 
backing them up as necessary. Of 
the three customer/works BMW 


teams, Walkinshaw and Fitzpatrick ~ 


are the most consistent, and they are 
also very fast. They should be well 
up. The other cars will bein the 
hands of Dieter Quester and 
Albrecht Krebs for the Schnitzer/ 
Memphis team, and American Sam 
Posey, adding an’ English-speaking 
touch to the Alpina Faltz team, with 
Harald Grohs and the Belgian fruit 
importer Hughes de _ Fierlandt 
sharing the driving of the 3.5 CSL. 


Lancia 


There is a third, lone challenger, 
unconfirmed at the time of writing 
(due to those infamous Italian 
strikes), that being the Lancia 


-Stratos from Lancia-Marlboro them- 


selves. Once again, there is a very 
good team of drivers in Vittorio 
Brambilla and Carlo Facetti. The 
Stratos has the smallest of the 
engines in the class, but once again it 
is turbocharged. It has only made one 
appearance in the championship, at 
Vallelunga, where it was impressive, 
so it could go well at Silverstone too. 

The cars which complete the 15- 
strong top class are another 3.5 CSL 
from BMW France, for Jean-Claude 
Aubriet/‘‘Depnic”, and one of the 
Zip-Up Camaros from Reine Wisell, 
for himself and TT star Stuart 
Graham. Finally, Bob Neville has an 
MGB V8 for himself and Derrick 
Worthington. 

The 2001cc to 3000cc 


and two Mazda RX3s. Among the 


class } 


‘ consists of four Porsche Carreras | Oscar Notz’s Crosské and Richard 


drivers in the Porsches are such well 


car entered by Egon Evertz, and 
Reinhold Jost, teaming up with 
Porsche man Jurgen Barth, son of 
the famous Edgar. Swedes Kurt 
Simonson and Kenneth Leim also 
have a car, and these foreigners will 
take on two Porsche teams from 
Britain. The first is of John Coo 

and Nick Faure, the Porsche enthu- 
siasts who, of course, did so well at 
Le Mans last year, while a big sur- 
prise is the emergence of Gerry 
Marshall and Willie Green in another 
Carrera. This is a brand new car (a 
tight-lipped) Marshall told us, but 
this is obviously a formidable com- 
bination. The two Mazdas are both 
Arian-prepared, the first a Group 2 
car for John Markey and David 
Palmer; Mrs Wendy Markey teams 
up with fellow BWRDC member 
Georgie Shaw in the other. : 

The final class, up to 2000cc, has 
five Ford Escorts entered plus, most 
interestingly, a brand new Toyota 
Celica entered from Switzerland for 
Walter Frey/Manfred Schurti/Paul 
Keller. Three of the Escorts are 
British-based: the Derek McMahon/ 
Alec Poole G2 version; Ken Coffey’s, 
brought up to the same spec to share 
with Eric Mandron (a Belgian) and 
Cyd Williams; and Tony Brennan’s, 
to be shared with Jody Carr. There 
are two Jolly Club Escorts, with 
Martino Finotto and Umberto Grano 
in one. 

The sight of these cars around 
Silverstone is one which will be 
relished by anyone who saw the last 
G2 TT and remembers the way the 
cars handle around Silverstone’s 
long sweeps. The Silhouette formula 
really is a most impressive class of 
racing, and one which we certainly ~ 
hope is here to stay. 


Timetable 


Saturday: 09.30 to 11.30, World Championship of 
Makes practice; 11.45 to 12.15, Super Saloon 
practice; 12.30 to 13.00, FF2000 practice; 14.00, 
Tricentrol Super Saloons (10 laps); 14.45, APG 
FF2000 (10 laps); 15.30 to 17.30, World Champ- 
ionship of Makes practice. 

Sunday: 12.00, World Championship of Makes, 6 


-Hours. 


Supporting races 


Just two races make up the support- 
ing cast for the World Championship 
of Makes event. Both are over 10 
laps of the GP circuit on Saturday. 


‘The first is the opening round of the - 


Tricentrol Super Saloon Champion- 
ship, which starts at 2pm Saturday. 
While Gerry Marshall (5.0 Vauxhall 
Firenza), Arthur Collier (5.0 Skoda), 
Colin Hawker (3.0 DFVW), Tony 
Strawson (7.2 Ford Capri) among 
others bring out their usual ¢éars, 
there are a number of new ones. For 
instance, jonathan Buncombe’s 
Chevron-based 2.0 Imp has only ap- 
peared once, while Mick Hill’s 5-litre 
VW creation will be brand new. 
Another totally new machine is HQ 
Samuri Preparations 240Z-powered 
Datsun 1200. Stuart Graham will be 
trying to emulate Frank Gardner in 
the master’s old Chevrolet Camaro, 
while Reine Wisell has another 
Camaro. 

: The second event is for FF2000 
cars, this being another APG quali- 
fying round. There are nearly always 
full grids now for these cars, and 
hopefully Silverstone will be as com- 
petitive as the other races recently. 
Watch out for the Geoff Frisw 
Tiff Needell and Stuart Baird 
Hawkes, the Frank Sytner and Ian 
Taylor Dulons, Frank Bradley's 
Elden, Bernard Vermilio’s Merlyn, 


Piper’s Sark. It should be good, and 


53 


the action starts at 2.45pm on Satur 
day, with practice just a couple of 
hours earlier. 


@A National bus service will 
operate from Northampton Dern- 
gate Bus Station on Sunday, May 9, 
from 10.30am. National also plan to 
run services from London Victoria 
coach station and the south-east; 
check with your local National 
Travel agent for details. 


THRUXTON 


Keegan v South 
encounter 


Undoubtedly the next best meeting 
to Silverstone this weekend is the 
BARC’s Keith .Prowse meeting at 
Thruxton. Seat races of the day are 
rounds of ‘their own touring car 
championship and the BP Formula 3 
series. 

In the RAC touring car race, all 
the spectators will be hoping for a 
repeat of the exciting Tow Walkin- 
shaw/Andy Rouse battle which they 
had at the circuit over Easter. But 
the rest of the field will have been 
doing all they can to catch the flying 
duo. Chris Craft appeared to be the 
third quickest man on the track over 
Easter, but Gordon Spice, Brian 
Muir, Colin Vandervell and the rest 
will all be trying to catch up in their 
Capris. 

. While Rouse is contesting the lead 
in his Leyland Dolomite, Steve 
Thompson is trying to back him u 
in the second team car,. but bot 
Gerry Marshall and Dave Brodie are 
_also trying to take class honours and 
have shown form. Win Percy is an- 
other to have done consistently well 
and will almost certainly win the 
1600cc class, while Bernard Unett 
seems to have the 1300cc class sewn 
up; but watch the antics of the 
following Alfas. 

After Gunnar 


Nilsson’s tre- 


International events 


mendous performance at Jarama in 
the Spanish GP, people must be 
looking for his successor in the BP 
F3 championship. So far, Rupert 
Keegan has been having it all his 
own way, but the competition has 
been getting hotter and hotter. 
Keegan’s British Air Ferries March 
is not the newest car on the track, 
and one would expect Bruno 
Giacomelli to give Keegan more than 
enough problems in the works 
March. Stephen South has been put- 
ting in excellent performances in the 
Dortmunder Beer March 753, but 
may.debut his new car this weekend, 
complete with Novamotor/BMW 
engine. Mike Young (Modus) puts up 
consistent performances, while Tony 
Dron returns to the fold in the 
Unipart March. - 

The entertainment continues all 
the way down the line with a round 
of the Synter of Nottingham Club- 
mans championship, and here there 
should be an_ interesting battle 
between Peter Cooke’s Harrison and 
Nick Adams’s Ardmore U2. How- 
ever, John Davies, Martin Mansell 
and Malcolm Jackson have all shown 
themselves capable of doing well, so 
the field is very open. 

More entertainment comes from 
the Britax Production Saloon Car 
field, where Derrick Brunt must 
start favourite, although Ton 
Lanfranchi won’t let him have it all 
his own way; John Brindley, Jeff 
Allam and Brian Pepper provide 


more class to the field. 
The enormous Formula Ford field 
for the Townsend Thoresén 


Championship round should see the 
Hawkes of Derek Warwick, Rick 
Morris and Derek Daly fighting it 
out up front with the likes of 
Matthew Argenti, Rod Bremner, 
Trevor van Rooyen et al. ... The 


‘crowd at the chicane on the first lap 


should be second to none. And 
finally there’s a Simoniz Special 
Saloon Car round, in which Vince 
Woodman and Nick Whiting are said 
to have their Capris for battle, while 
competitive 1300cc cars should in- 
clude Phil Winter, Graham Goode 
and Anthony Westbrook, although | 
it will be very competitive. 


The action is completed by a sky 
diving team and the Unigate hot air 
baloon. Practice starts at 9am, and 
racing at 2pm. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Indylantic to 
Renault variety 


The second Indylantic meeting takes 
place this Sunday, when the com- 
petitive field reconvenes at the Kent 
circuit. Cars such as Tony Trimmer’s 
previously victorious Lola, Jim 
Crawford’s ‘Chevron, Tony Rouff’s 
Boxer and. Jeremy  Rossiter’s 
Chevron look likely front runners for 
the 50-lap event. 

Trimmer won the first race, but 
there’s no doubt that there are some 
top class drivers to challenge him. 
As well as Rossiter and Crawford, 
there’s Cyd Williams in the 
Harrison’s of Birmingham 
sponsored Sana, Alo Lawler in his 
Chevron, Tony Rouff who did so well 
in the Boxer at the Nurburgring last 
weekend, and Mike Wilds, who 
makes a racing return in a Chevron 
B27. Finally, of the more 
competitive runners, the two 
Dickson’s of Perth/Fife and Kinross 
Motor Auctions Modus Atlantic cars 
make their way south again for 
Richard Scott and Norman Dickson. 
The total number of cars on the 
entry list is 21, and of course there 
will be the Indy-style qualifying. 

Supporting races include one for 
MCD Formula Fords, among which 
Rob Wicken is favourite to come out 
of the two heats and a final with 
maximum points. There are a couple 
of celebrity races and a prodsports 

Supporting races include one tor 
MCD Formula Fords, among which 
Rob Wicken is favourite come out of 
the two heats and a final with 
maximum points. There are a couple 
of celebrity haces and a prodsports 
race with all the usual entries includ- 
ing Chris Meek’s Europa, Colin 


Blower and Rod Gretton m the 
TVRs, Chris Alford’s smaller versio 
and various Sprites, ncludmg on 
for the gorgeous Valli. A Renault | 
race completes the bill. 

The action starts at 2.15pm 
Indylantic have laid on various sid 
attractions to start the day off wel 
so get there early. 


SNETTERTON 


| TEAC plan 


an FF friendly 


The Thames Estuary Automobil 
Club hold one of their friend 
clubbies at Snetterton on Sunday 
starting at 2pm. They have tw 
heats and a final of their ow 
Formula Ford championship, 
Special Saloon car race, a Monopost 
round, their own Mini 
championship round, and 
combined modsports and Clubman 
race. Star entries include Joh 
Homewood, David Enderby, Bria 
Toft, David Coombs, Martin Moo 
head, Jim Mancey and Jonatha 
Palmer. Racing starts at 2pm. 


INGLISTON 


Noel Edmonds tc 
raid the Scots. 


The Scottish Motor Racing Club 
friendly Ingliston' meeting o 
Sunday is sponsored by: Graham 
Morton Ltd, and the main event is 
production saloon car race for whic 
Noel Edmonds is travelling nort 
specially, hoping to raid the borde 
and return with the fruits of victor 
Formule libre, Formula Ford, speci: 
saloons, modsports and sports an 
special GT cars all have races on th 
eight-race programme, which start 
at 2.10pm. "= 


Vanue Event 
May 6/9 Britain Welsh Rally — European Rally Championship for Drivers 
May 8/9 Silverstone, England Silverstone 6 Hrs — World Championship of Makes round 3 
May 9 Vallelunga, Italy European Championship for F2 Drivers round 3 i 
May 9 Mantorp Park, Sweden European Championship for F3 Drivers Seen ous Sate 
May 9 Pocono, USA American F5000 Championship round 1 ; —mey — 
May 9 Nurburgring, Germany Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars - : z eek 
May9 Croix-en-Ternois, France Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars SS ium ot ree = a 
May 9 Anderstorp, Sweden Touring Cars : = : = a RAO oie nee == 
May 9 ; Zandvoort, Holland Touring & Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars, F3, FV, FF ee a : ; Sa See: = 
British events ee or 
Date Venue Event Status | Club Start Details 
May 6/9 Cardiff, S Glamorgan Rally INT SWAC 21.00 The Western Mail International Welsh Rally — 
European Rally Championship for Drivers __ — 
May 89 Dale Garage, Hexham Rally R Hexham & DMC 23.00 5th Hexham Rally — ANECC Road Rally Championship 
(MR77932645) ' F 
May 89 -Rushmoor Arena, Farnborough Rally R All Wheel DC 08.00 International Hill Rally 
May ae Si Heald Meeti i” Bee) levees ie 14 lai: Saloons, APG FF2000 Saturday) 
i ce Meetin r , 
é eae ppvertene Engond i il ines World rp aen tinny tod Manufacturers 6 Hours (Sunday) 
May 89 Wiscombe Park, nr Sidmouth, Devon Hillclimb _ R Bristol MC & LCC 14.00 5 Clubs Esso Uniflo Hillclimb ; 
May 89 Sacta Pod, nr Wellingborough, Drag Meeting | INT BDRHRA = RAC National Drag Racing Championship 
rthants ‘ 
i Midlothian, land Meeti R MRC 14.1 The Graham & Morton Trophy Race Meeting — 
May 9 Ingliston, Midlothian, Scotian Race Meeting S 0 Special Saloons, F Libre, Fr1600, Modsports, 
Sports & Special GT cars, Production Saloons 
May 9 Snetterton, nr Norwich, Norfolk Race Meeting | R TEAC ES FF 1600, Special Saloons, Monoposto, Mini 7, 
-Modsports/Clubmans_ - : 
May 9 Thruston, nr Andover, Hants Race Meeting | R BARC 14.00 Keith Prowse Raceday — Britax Production Saloons, 


| * ES Simoniz Special Saloons, BP F3, ; 
; : Towsend Thoresen Club Sports, FF 1600 


May 9 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Kent Race Meeting | C BRSCC 14.30 Indylantic, BRSCC Renault 5 Elf Challenge 
CD FF1600, Euro-Burgess Production Sports 
May9 * Scammonden, nr Huddersfield, Yorks Hillclimb R Huddersfield MC 13.45 Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Championship, | 
May9 Howfields Farm, Stapleford Tawney Autocross R West Essex CC _ RAC National Autocross Championship 
May9 Park Hall, Lancs Autocross R Longton & DMC os - 
May 9 Layhams Farm Autotest R Sevenoakes & DMC _ _- - 
May9 Spring Street Car Park, Bury, Autotest (6) Bury AC 11.00 Boothman Motors Autotests 
Lancs (MR109/807}105}) ‘ 
May9 Middie Walk, Blackpool Promenade Autotest R South Shore MC 09.30 Ziebart Autotests 
May 9 Chiseldon Camp, Swindon, Wilts Autotest c MGCC (SW) 14.00. _ = 


(MR157/189777) : 


Secretaries of the Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae. Autosport Editorial Department. 


2 * 
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Hill ’s 5.0 Beetle — areal Super Saloon... . 


Hill’s 5.0 VW Beetle 


With the first round of the Tricentrol 
Super Saloon series taking place this 
weekend at Silverstone, Mick Hill 
makes a timely announcement of his 
latest Super Saloon project. As 
previously rumoured, it’s a 
Volkswagen 1302 Beetle body on a 
sEmi-monocoque space frame. The 
Biisinsum pods at the side carry the 
petrol tanks and the roll cage 
connects to the space frames fore 
and aft. 

The car is powered by an Alan 


_.. but denuded, a super quick pick up. 


Gray has 
RP21 mods 


Latest news on the Kenny Gray 
return to Formula Ford is that he’ll 


im fact be drivng a_ works 
Gevelopment Royale RP21 with 
seme of the same modifications that 
ere currently in evidence on Jim 
Walsh’s car. These mods include a 
wide track, first tried on Rad 
Dougall’s car and now finding their 
way onto Gray’s. The reason that 
Gray has teamed up with Scorpion is 
that Mike Eastick is keen to prove 
that a top-line driver can do as well 
ma hire car as he can in acar consist- 
ently tended by himself or the works. 
Gray will be doing the RAC Formula 
ford rounds and the Townsend 
Thoresen series. 

Further news from Royale is that 
they have agents now in Chicago and 
Pittsburgh and John Murphy at 
Mondello is handling their business 
m Ireland. John Bright, Jim Walsh 
and ey new recruit Matthew 
Argenti are hoping to go across to 
Mondello on Mine 7 Gor the FF 
Festival there. 

Fimally, Royale’s FF2000 is also 
mow under way. Various customers 
have shown interest, and Royale are 
mow making the effort to design a 
completely new car. 


ALT OSFORT var é *STS 


Smith fuel injected F5000 V8 
Chevrolet which gives 530 bhp. The 
engine is mounted centrally, or as 
centrally as it can be while it drives 
through a Hewland DG300. It’ll run 
on 17 in rear wheels and 15 in front. 


So far Hill has done minimal test- 
ing of the car, but fully expects it to. 
go well from the start, his main aim 
being to combat the record of Gerry 
Marshall’s Vauxhall Firenza, which 
he'll be all out to beat. 


VSCC find 
Starting 
problems 


The BRDC-introduced start line 
procedure when applied to vintage 
cars proved to have some drawbacks 
as the VSCC found at Silverstone on 
Saturday. Cars are sent off the grid 
to doa single warm-up but when cars 
have self starters, it’s perhaps 
easier. But cars that haven’t have to 
be push started, and while some cars 
were scorching away, frantic pushers 
were peeling off from recalcitrant 
racers and there were many near 
misses in the melee before the 
Alicomers race. 


Garlits vows 


American drag star Don Garlits flew 
home from this country a few days 
ago, vowing to return with either a 
new engine or the parts to rebuild his 
own one. He admitted after his shock 
Santa Pod defeat over Easter that 
he’d underestimated the quality of 
cars and drivers that he’d find in 
‘Backward Britain’ and that his‘tired 
Milodon would be enough to beat 
everyone, which it wasn’t. 
Meanwhile his car is being put on ice, 
as it were, for his return. Even so it 
will be a tough battle that he faces, 
for it is expected that at least one 
other car will be in the fives before 
the year’s end. The date for Garlits’ 


return hasn’t yet been fixed, but it is 
thought that it'll be this year. 


Pattison hands rare 


defeat to Briant on AGBO 


Mich Briant suffered a rare defeat 
last weekend when current Motoring 
News Rally Championship leader 
Mike Pattison accompanied: by 
David Taylor, scored a fine win on 
the once famed AGBO rally, back in 
the lists after a five years break. 

Pattison and Taylor took victory 
in their RS 2000 with a time of 27m 
30s beating Briant and Dave 
Kirkham in their RS 1800, by 90s. 

Run by the Owen Motoring Club, 
the rally attracted stars from the 
past, both competitors and officials, 
to help the event and a full entry was 
realised well before the start of the 
170 route in classic Hereford and 
central Wales areas. 

With four selectives, two in each 
half, the battle was soon joined 
between Pattison, Cyril Bolton 
(Minisport Cooper), Steve Courtney 
(RS 1700) and Briant. At the half- 
way, Pattison had opened up a 
healthy lead of more than one and a 
half minutes over Bolton who had 
Colin Francis with him. They were 
later to lose an almost certain third 
when a U bolt on the drive shaft 
broke and they had to slow down to 


Behind Bolton at this stage Court- 


ney, with Peter Watts, were going 
well and only 25s down with Briant 
roughly half a minute further adrift 
in fourth. 

‘Briant pulled out all the stops in 
the second half and set fastest time 
with a loss of six minutes but 
Pattison was in no mood to give up 
and he dropped only seven minutes 
as he swept home to a popular win 
with a total of 27m 30s. 

Briant and Kirkham weighed in on 
29m 00s, Courtney and Watts were 
third on 31m 51s and Bolton and 
Francis had a total of 32m 3s for 
fourth. 

There was a fair gap before fifth 
crew Alun Evans and Bernard Hill 
came in with their Avenger on 37m 
00s and Joe Lloyd and Geoff Hard- 
ing completed the leader board on 
37m 58s in their Escort TC. 

Mist and heavy rain in the early 
stages caused many people to have 
incidents and over 40 crews went 
missing in the first half. Two that 
did not were Andy Taylor and 
Richard Handy (Escort), who 
collected the semi-experts class on 
1F 48m 54s and novice winners D. S. 
Ridgway and Peter Blackett 
(Escort), on 1F 56m 41s. 


Matthew Argenti — no van Diemen. 


Loyal Argenti 
moves to 
Royale 


Latest convert to the Royale camp is 
Matthew Argenti, erstwhile Van 
Diemen driver, who has decided that 
his future no longer lies at the wheel 
of one of Ralph Firman’s cars to 
which he has been faithful for the 
past couple of seasons. So convinced 
is he that a change is needed that he 
has invested his own money in the 
new RP21, which will still be entered 
in the colours of MacInnes Amcron 
Racing, and very smart it looks too. 
Van Diemen, who earlier in the year 
lost Derek Daly to Hawke, now seem 


- to be losing their grip on a formula in 


which they were once so dominant 
and are left with the Brazilian Mario 
Ferraris Neto and Canadian Nigel 
Gough, this year’s successor to Rod 
Bremner as Bulova Driver to Europe 
although he has yet to show any 
form. 


Santa Pod 
robbed — — 
plans delayed 


Following their fabulously 
successful Easter meeting, Santa 
Pod Raceway were robbed of the 
entire takings for the meeting before 
it could be banked. 

Ambitious plans were already in 
hand to erect new grandstands and 
other facilities to really push the 
sport ahead but now unless the 
money is recovered, the plans will 
have to be temporarily abandcuedt 
The sum stolen was in excess of 
£100,000 and Santa Pod Raceway are 
offering a ten per cent reward for 
information leading to a recovery. 
Bromley CID would’be glad to hear 
from anyone with any information. 

@ Apart from the stars of the show at 
the VSCC Silverstone, there were 
other notable restorations present: 
Paul Weldon’s beautiful and very 
crisp K3 MG and David Peacock’s 
say. turned ont 1926 blown six 
cylinder twin OHC Amilcar. 

@ Further to our comments on 
Messrs Kennedy and Daly last week, 
they would like it to be known (as, ne 
doubt, would Eddie Jordan!) that 
Dublin’s lunatic asylum is also situ- 
ated at Dundrum. Reaaaiee tiring of 
his diet of Smash (potato variety) 
would welcome any food parcels at 
the “Hilton” or alternatively will 
clean the windows of bungalows, not 
being able to afford a ladder yet! 


Sigafoos and Elden return 


Fred Sigafoos was back at the wheel 
of his old development Elden Mk 
10X at Croft on Sunday. The man 
from Philadelphia was driving for 
the Alan Morton-Jacobs Racing 
team who should have had three cars 
entered. Unfortunately Alan’s hire 
Royale and Jamun were both badly 
damaged in testing the previous 
Tuesday and Fred (who should have 
driven the Royale RP21) found 
himself with his old Elden to re-sort 
in practice and the Tate heat. 
Despite a eae spin all went 
reasonably well and a tremendous 
duel ensued with the redoubtable 
Peter Harrington in the final. A 
number of marshals (and 
Harrington) thought that that. 
Sigafoos had overtaken Harrington 
under yellow flags but meanwhile 
the former had won and _ been 
awarded the National Benzole Man 
of the Meeting Award to boot. An 


incredibly long stewards’ enquiry 
followed (on the basis of marshals’ 
reports) which, after a lot of people 


were interviewed (but not 
Harrington) decided that the results 
should stand. Whereupon 


Harrington, who had been getting 
increasingly irritated by _ pro- 
ceedings, put in a protest of his own. 
More discussion ensued before 
Harrington’s protest was rejected. A 
sad ending to a great battle between 
two first class drivers. 

Morton-Jacobs, who is now the 
proud possessor of the imposing ex- 
Tony Dean transporter, is hoping to 
clinch a sponsorship deal for 
Sigafoos in the near future, but is 
also planning to run three schooled 
‘but really green” drivers in next 
year’s novices FF series. Obviously 
funds come into it but if you fancy 
your chances next year get in touch 
with AMJ! Se 


Sprightly 
Gibson’s 
BID 


Clashing with the Knebworth Park 
speedcross, Peterborough MC had 
only 56 starters for their third round 
of the BTRDA Autocross Champion- 
ship at Wansford last Sunday and 
over three laps of a 900 yds course, 
Rob Gibson romped away with BTD 
in his Sprite with a time of 106.1s. 
It’s a long, long time since a sports 
car took BTD at a championship 
round and Gibson might not have 
made it but for misfortunes which 
beset Bob Light’s Voodoo II. He 
broke a throttle cable on one run, got 
a second run time which was only a 
tenth down on Gibson, but broke the 
diff on the third outing. 

Best class battle was the rally car 
clash between Peter Hemmings’s 
Mini and Bill Annible’s GT 6. Each 
won a run and in the decider, only a 
tenth separated them with 
Hemmings having his nose in front. 
Brian Betteridge finally made it to 
the start with his new VW but he 
had a nail biting session before he 
finished just ahead of Roger Burn 
who muffed two of his runs by 
clobbering markers. Frank Morris 
got his class win, at last, but he was 
struggling in his Mini Ford against 
the much heavier steel bodied Phil 
Manser machine. 

BTD: R. Gibson (Sprite), 106.1s. 
*€lass winners: D. Moore (Mini), 112.5s; B. 
Merridaie (Escort), 113.1s; J. Weall (Midget), 
121.2s; B. A oitee (VW), 113.0s; F. Morris 
Beatod , 111.9s; R. Cresswell (Escort), 110.9s; 
. Smith (Mini-Ford), 109.45; B. Light (Voodoo II), 
106.2s; P. Hemmings (Mini), 123.7s; J. Granviire 
(Audi 80), 117.2s. 


- 


Simpson track 


When he sold his successful Nike to 
Dave Manners, John Simpson was 
determined to pack up racing. After 
all of a month — “I couldn’t think of 
anything to do” — John was back in 
action at Croft on Sunday with a 
sound Merlyn Mk11A (bought from 
Barry Pigott) which he intends to 
race just for fun. A fourth place in 
his heat showed that John has not 
lost his touch, but a minor 
‘involvement’ in the final lost him 
some places. 


Darlington’s 
G8 March 


Farmer Robin Darlington, Clubman 
of the Year in 1966, is to drive the ex- 
Ronnie Peterson March 722 in the 
MCD open single-seater 
championship. 

This is the machine bought for him 
to drive by Ken Gibson, boss of 
Measham Car Auctions, 
Birmingham, and Parkway Garages, 
Liverpool, in place of the 11-year-old 
Kincraft, the prototype Formula 
5000, which has been sold to Stephen 
D Miller. ; 

The March has a Phase 4 fuel- 
injection twin-cam BRM engine, and 
Shawspeed of Chester, hope to get 


more horsepower from it before 


Robin gets into the car for the first 
time late in May. ‘““When I get used 
to the car, we might get a BDA 


engine,” said 31-year-old Darlington. 


Martyn Griffiths heading off course at Prescott in his March. The car was 


repaired for.another run, but excluded on a technicality. 


Nick Seymour’s Volnik took a fortunate BTD at Knebworth. 


Lunn retires — Seymour wins 


Speedcross came to Knebworth 
Park, the home course of Falcon 
Motor Club last Sunday, when 44 
competitors took part in the Castrol 
sponsored event. 

With three wins under his bonnet 
Nick Seymour went home to Norfolk 
with the major share of the prize 
fund of around £300 and he also had 
fastest time of day in his turbo- 
charged Volnik in 2m 7.6s for three 
and a half laps of the course. 

But for a drive shaft failure on his 
last run, Les Lunn could have upset 
the Seymour applecart for the Lunn 
Mini Special was leading the Volnik. 


Another Mini Special variation, that 
of John Markley finished second on 
1l1pts and Mini man John Saunders 
was third on 10pts, all from three 
runs. : 

There was a tie between four 
drivers for the fourth placed prize 
money and Clive Trueman (Escort), 
Tony Merridale (Escort), Bruce 
Peers (Anglia) and Nick Brise (Mini), 
ended the day on eight points. 

A man of the day award went to 
Neil Ainslie. He broke a drive shaft 
on his Mini Special on his first run, 
took it 20 miles to get it repaired and 
was back in time for this third run. 


Beadle Gives Way 


Organisers of last Saturday night’s 
Holderness rally run by -North 
Humberside MC really clamped 
down on competitors who failed to 
observe Give Way signs. Five crews 
were excluded for failing to stop 
more than once and a further 18 col- 
lected fails for their indiscretion. 

Over a 200 mile route — mainly in 
Yorkshire — the winners were Mick 
Beadle and Chris Cannack in an 
Escort Sport running under the 
Crystal of Hull banner. They 
dropped 221 points to gain a com- 
fortable victory after an event which 
included six selectives totalling 
‘about 45 miles. Runners-up were 
‘Alan Cooper and Trevor Cooper in an 
‘ Avenger who finished on 303 pts and 
they were closely followed by John 
Burton and Dave Howell in a Cooper 
Son 333 pts. 


The fourth placed crew Robin 
Chapman and John Richardson 
dropped 352 pts in their Mexico and 
the first novice crew of Stephen 
Harvey and Brian Filvey were fifth 
on 371 pts in a Firenza. They had a 
minor drama prior to the start when 
they appeared without insurance 
documentation and had to organise 
themselves smartly. The leader 
board was completed by Stan Peel 
and Don Muff in an RS2000 on 414 
pts. 


Among those penalised were 
Dennis Pelling/Dave Jobling 
(RS1600) who cleaned the entire 
event but were dropped to 35th and 
a similar fate befell Peter 
Smith/Dave Langdon in ther 
Ascona who all but cleaned the 
entire route. : 


Quiz win 


Led by their captain Andrew 
Duerden, the Vauxhall Motors 
Recreation Club (Motoring Section) 
put up a fine performance to win the 
Bucks and Herts Newspaper Group 
Motor Club quiz final at Hemel 
Hempstead Motors on April 27. 
Duerden snapped up the majority of 
the starting questions and he had his 
team of Ian Hulett and Martin 
Johns ran out winners by 420 points 
to 235 over Chess Valley MC. This 
final confrontation was sponsored 
both by Hemel Hempstead Motors 
and the Allied Polymer Group, who 


‘| presented engraved pistons from 


Timo Makinen’s RAC winning Ford 
Escort as prizes for the winners, 
presented by Ari Vatanen. 


G ain 
It is the turn of the Huddersfield MC 
to organize the fourth round of the 


fiercely contested Guyson 
International sponsored BARC 
Hillclimb Championship at 


Scammonden on Sunday, May 9. 
Russ Ward (John. Brown Motors 
Allard supercharged Sprite) is prov- 
ing very difficult to catch in the main 
Championship but his handling of 


-the yellow and blue Sprite is an 


entertainment in itself. After three 
rounds the Guyson/BARC Best 
Time of Day awards position is va 
close: reigning RAC Hillclim 

Champion Roy Lane (Fenny Marine 
Chevrolet GM1) lying one point 
behind Alister Douglas-Osborne’s 
Formula l-engin m- 
Cosworth DFV R22. Seammonden is 
five miles West of Huddersfield, off 


the A640. ae 0pm. 
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Prior’s tough road debut 


ae ae 
Divina Galic 
Consolation event victory at Brands. 


in Frank Bradley's Elden on the way to the FF2000 


Elden’s saboteur strikes 


again; new drivers too 


While Elden’s FF 2000 car is proving 
more and more competitive these 
days, what with Frank Bradley 
finishing well up in the main race at 
Brands Hatch on~ Sunday, and 
Divina Galica winning her section 
later in the day, the company have 
their problems. No, it’s not the old 
financial problem although if many 
more engines are smashed the way 
two have been so far, then it could 


The problems first occurred at 
Oulton Park where the Eldens of 
Syd Fox and Ann Moore were left 
pvernight after practice. Next 
morning, the carburettor was found 
to have been smashed on Ann 
Moore’s car which was discovered 
too late and the head was ruined, and 
Syd Fox’s distributor was tampered 
with. They weren’t the only team to 
be tampered with, for Tiff Needell 
found that his wheel nuts were 
loosened over night. ; 

Then at Brands Hatch on Sunday, 
a nut was slipped into the engine 
through the carb. It was a type of 
hut that Frank Bradley explained 
the company did not use, so that 
someone from outside must have 
tried to sabotage the engine. They 
were successful, the piston was 


bompletely smashed. 

* Meanwhile, despite this problem, 
en were playing a merry game of 
sical chairs at Brands on Sunday. 


Both Frank Sytner and Geoff 


Summernationals 
go ahead 


Notwithstanding the loss of 
£100,000 Easter takings, Santa Pod 
are pressing on with their plans for 
their big Funny Car challenge match 
this weekend at the May Day 
Summernationals. 

Seven cars make up the Funny Car 
class including those of Dennis 
Priddle, Roland Pratt, Phil Elson, 
Liam Churchill, Dave Stone, Owen 
Hayward, and Allan Herridge. The 
latter is having his first serious 
outing in the Gladiator Vega 
formerly the Chadderton car that 
suffered the violent engine explosion 
last year and which must be rated as 
etally the quickest car of its 

ind in the country. 

The Pro Comp field includes Mike 


Hall, Jim Read, Jim Rowat and Ollie 


Burn in their dragsters, with total 
entries expected to make an eight 
ear eliminator, while pro stock 
should have John Ladster, Glen 
Jarvis and one or two other 
Chevrolets ding on how post 
Easter repars have gone. 
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Geoff Smailes — FF 2000 delat 


Smailes qualified one of their cars for 
the consolation race, while Divina 
Galica nearly drove first of all Mike 
Smith’s Sark, then was meant to 
drive Ann Moore’s Elden until it was 
blown up the previous day, and 
ended up by qualifying Frank 
Bradley's Elden especially slowly for 
the consolation event which she then 
proceeded to win. 

Her nearest opposition in the con- 
solation event came from Smailes 
who managed to find another Elden 
engine for the actual race and pro- 
ceeded to challenge Divina for some 
of the: race. Smailes is considering 
buying an FF2000 apparently, and 
for that reason was eagre to race. 


Daly finds a 
way round but... 


After securing pole position for his 
heat at Oulton Park last Saturday in 
the works-assisted Hawke DL15, 
Derek Daly fell foul of an oil slick 
laid at Druids by one of the Alexis 
operated by Donington Aviation to 
make up the back of the fields. The 
Hawke damaged a comer against the 
armco and, while the necessary parts 
were summoned from the works, 
Derek started hunting for a car in 
which to qualify for the final. Mike 
Eastick of Scorpion Racing came to 
the rescue with the offer of Joe 
Kelly’s Royale RP21 and, despite 
some ill-feeling from one Canadian 
driver in particular although 


everyone else was content, Derek 
- started his heat from the back of the 


grid and carved his way past 17 
other cars in appallingly wet condi- 
tions to finish fourth and share 
with the winner, Rick 


fastest la 
iaponat the parts arrived 


Morris. A 


before the fmal, the car could not be | 


finished in time and, since Kelly had 
qualified himself, Derek's efforts 
were 1b vam. 


Beset by problems right from the 
start with three course cars sufferin 
various maladies, Salisbury and 
Shaftesbury MC’s Palladwr Rally, 
always noted for its toughness, had 
to be reduced by approximately a 
thirdlast weekend. . 

But this did not take the sting out 
of a tough event, and although the 
route was smoother than has been 
the case on previous occasions, it 
nevertheless proved a tough one. 


Competing in their first road rally— 


they have done stage events — John 
Prior and John Grimson took victory 
in their Mexico by a colossal 21m 
margin and only-two crews in 60 odd 
finishers returned to the final control 
without a fail on their cards. 

The problems began when the first 
course car went off the road and 
when the next two course vehicles 
succumbed, the original route of 200 
miles had to be cut short and the 
rally finished in the Cheddar area. 

After the recent dry spell, the 
heavy rain which fell around mid- 
night caught out many people and 


Swift Swift 


The Post House Hotel car park at 
Thornaby was used last Sunday for 
the Synchro 68 AC autotest and 
Paul Swift won easily in his 1275 GT 
with a total time of 448.6s. Class 


winners were Geoff Mawson (1275. 


GT), in 468.8s; Nigel Robinson 
(Midget) in 466.8s and Nigel Robson 
(Dolomite Sprint) in 550.0s. 

After two rounds of the Martin 
Group autotest championship, Swift 
leads with 14 pts, Robinson and 
Robson are equal second on 12pts 
and Dave Blott (Escort) and Sam 
Turner (VW Buggy), are fourth equal 
on 10pts. 


Class win after 
three years 


Indian driver Kevork Saradjian had, 
until last Sunday, been campaigning 
an old Ford Popular 100E without 


_suecess for more than three years. 


But it all came right at the 
Cambridge CC’s sprint at Bassing- 
bourne when the car, with a modern 
Ford unit, just pipped a Cooper S to 
win the modified saloons to 1300 cc 


“class. ; 
Forty seven cars turned up for 
three timed runs over the 1400 yds 


course and easily the quickest was 
the F5000 Vebra Chevrolet of Clive 
Bracey who returned 31.5s. 

In the class battles there were 
some close finishes with John 
Farrow’s Escort Sport pipping Ken 
Holyome’s Clubman GT by half a 
second and Gordon Franklin (Capri 
RS) only beat John Gray’s 3 litre 
Capri by one tenth. 

Best struggle was among the over 
1300 standard saloons where Bert 
Woods and Dick Jest, in BMW 2002 
Tii and Escort TC respectively, both 
did 39.7s. Woods had the class on a 
faster second best time of 40.25 
wie was half a second quicker than 

est. 


@ To 


excursions were plentiful but most 
crews kept going. 

Prior and Grimson took the lead 
fairly early on and drew steadily 
away from a field which found the 
tight navigation far too much for 
them and they went on to return a 
total of 62m lateness in winning from 
Peter Rushforth, the navigator 
doing the driving of Derek Skinner's 
MGB GT who ended on 83m 16s. 

Third were Paul Syrett and G. 
Willis in their Morris Mascot, which 
they say is a Mini built in Denmark. 
They finished with 1F and 62m 38s 
and fairly close to them were Ian 
Pettie and J. Jones in another 
Mexico on 1F 64m 40s. Fifth and 
best semi-experts were K. Wanklyti 
and J. Walters in a Mexico on 1F 


67m 40s and sixth were D. Adams 


and R. Yelland (Mexico), on 1F 75m 
17s. 

Approximately sixty crews 
completed the abbreviated course 
and 14th on a demanding exercise 
were the top novices, B. Jones and B. 
Dwelly (Cooper) on 2F 78m 28s. 


Briefly . . . 


Hillclimb contender Alister 
Douglas-Osborn missed the third 
round of the RAC Championship at 
Prescott last Sunday to fulfill a long- 
standing promise to a friend to act as 
best man at his wedding. Asked if 
this would make any difference to his 
chances of taking the Championship 
this year, ADO was heard:to remark 
something about “may the best man 
win 

@ Intending competitors in Hagley 
and District LCC’s two 
Guyson/BARC _hillclimb cham- 
pionship rounds at Loton Park 
on June 27 and August 22 should 
note that regulations for both events 
are now available, and the entry lists 
are Kept are. Copies of the regs 
may be obtained from John Ball, a5 
Hewell Road, Barnt Green, 
ee (tel evening 021-445 


@ Sponsors of the longest stage of 
the AWDC’s Hillrally which takes 
place this weekend are Esso Uniflo. 
They will have the Weavers Down 
stage on this long and exciting event 
which takes place in the South of 
England over both Saturday and 
Sunday. 

@ It seems that Formula Ford 
visitors to Lydden Hill these days 
have a hard time against the two 
regular Lydden front runners, 
Paul Sleeman and Tony Halliwell. 
Both Wil Arif and Doug Wood had 
problems with the lads who rule the 
roost, Wood ultimately being punted 
off for his fourth non-finish in four 
races. 

@ Philip Selwyn-Smith was 
staggering around Silverstone on 
Saturday muttering about “four 
clutch changes in twelve hours’. 
Such is the life a vintage racing car 
preparer. 

@ Dick Smith’s saga of developing 
the blown 4ED Meadows in his 
famous Nurburg Frazer Nash got 
one stage further when he actually 
managed to practice the car at 
Silverstone on Saturday. But he re- 
tired with yet another problem, re- 
solved as carburettor icing. 

@ John Button, who is building a 
rallycross Volkswagen Golf, appears 
to be running into development 
problems. He answered enquiries 
about the new car with “Ask me 


| again please—in six months time.” 
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Bike Curnow (left) and uaa prote 
at Paddock at Brands on Sunday. 


That Mini incident 


Curnow 
Wessex 


aOR 


oes spinning above, while below, Steve Harris, also sponsored by 
entreds becomes involved and ends up in the ba 
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nk with Curnow 


sted winner Alan Seekings side by side! 
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Ada’s Mexico and Chevette 


The Ada-Bacon company from 
Brandon Suffolk are getting in- 
volved in a big way this season with 
two new racing projects. The first 
and most immediate is that they’ve 
bought the ex-Nick Weir Mexico to 
run in the Debenhams Challenge to 
be driven by one of their directors, 
Dick Adams _ under’ Ada-Bacon 
Trailers and Metal Fabrications in 
conjunction with The White Lodge 
public house at Attleborough and 


Record day 


The 1976 Scottish hillclimb 
championship finally got off the 
ground at Doune on April 25 in very 
good weather. While Alan Thomson 
continued 1976 as_ he _ had 
campaigned his Chevron B17 in 1975 


by taking an easy BTD, the main 


feature was the number of records 


that fell during the day. 
First to go was the up to 1000 cc 
saloon car class where Colin 


Richardson lowered his own record 
by 0.37s despite a lack of opposition. 
‘While Donald Laing sent his father 
to defend his 1001 ce to 1300 cc 
saloon record, it was Ian Dryden 
who really flew up the hill to take it 
away from the Laing family 
altogether, lowering it by a whole 
second. Despite also being under the 
record, Mike Wakefield-Brand 
couldn’t catch Dryden’s Mini. Bill 


Lord was another saloon man to 


lower his time, taking his RS2000 up 
the hill in record time despite lack of 


opposition. : 
With Jim Dryden sidelined with a 
blown head _ gasket, Walter 


Robertson took his Ford Escort to 
another record in the over 1000 cc 
special saloons, despite a lack of 
opposition. Tom McMillan 
established the new up to 1300 cc 
roadgoing sports car class record in 
his Sprite, while Barrowgill Angus 
Davriana again did its thing, Angus 
completing the record breakers by 
taking a new class 8 record, although 
he shared the BTD for amalgamated 
class 8 and 10 with Norrie 
Galbraith’s Daren. 


BTD: Atan Thompson (Chevron a 44.15s. 

Class winners: Colin Richardson (Imp), 54.10s 
(record); lan Dryden (Mini), 53.52s (record); Bill 
Lord (Escort RS2000), 54.52s (record); Laurence 
Jacobsan (Imp), 51.07s; Walter Robertson: 
(Escort), 48.97s (record); Tom McMillan (Sprite), 
54.71s (record); Robin Gray (Elan), 52.37s; 
Barrowgill Angus (Davrian), Norrie Galbraith 
(Daren), 47.01s; Jamie Gibbon (Jaguar XK120), 
53.44s; Bill Smith (Ginetta G177), 48.89s;. 
Thomson, 44.15s. 


Guy Rogers in 
Mini 1000 


Keith Padmore and newcomer Chris 
Turner are teaming up this year to 
contest the Leyland Mini 1000 
challenge in a car sponsored by Guy 
Rogers. Padmore, 28 from Car- 
shalton, has considerable experience 
in Minis and has been racing for six 
years, but Turner is pretty much a 
newcomer. Guy Rogers are a Liver- 


pool based furniture manufacturer, . 


and their new managing director is 
Colin Mawby, formerly president of 
the Rift Valley MC in East Africa. It 
was he who decided that they should 
sponsor the Mini, at a time when 


things were generally quiet on the | 
front. 


furniture 


Finevale-Coachwork at Brandon. 

More ambitious, and more for the 
end of the year is their special/super 
saloon Vauxhall Chevette. It is of 
space frame structure with light 
weight steel and fibreglass body 
parts and power will be supplied bya 
single cam fuel injected engine bemg 
supplied by Bill Blydenstein, drivmg 
through a five-speed ZF gear box. 
They are currently looking for a 
Vauxhall dealer to help them run the 
car -when it’s built. 


Briefly . . . 


@ Mystery, who is driving the 
Marshall Wingfield 8.1 Chevrolet 
Corvair ‘at Silverstone’s Tricentrol 
Super Saloon round. Gerry himself 
wasn’t saying earlier this week, 
although he did offer the comment 
that with James Hunt being done at 
the Spanish GP, it was possible that 
they didn’t ‘want to associate with 
him after all! 


@ There have been some changes in 
the Classic Saloon Car Club’s pro- 
gramme as Donington is not going to 
be operational this year. Thus new 
dates are mooted, the first being at 
Snetterton on June 13, followed by 
Brands Hatch on August 1 and then 
at Mallory Park on September 26. 
Any objections to the calendar 
should be directed to the secretary of 
the series immediately. 


@ The rather frequent comings- 
together of competitors during 
Radio One races is beginning to 
cause concern. Scarcely an event 
goes by without some sort of bodily 
contact and some _ competitors 
reckon that it’s only a matter of time 
before someone gets hurt. Perhaps 
stewards Should take a_ rather 
tighter hold of the situation as ‘well. 


@ Neil McGrath appears to have 
switched to the Aldon concern for 
both his Escort Mexico exploits and 
his Renault 5 racing. The Demon 
Tweeks Mexico sported an Aldon 
mill over Easter when McGrath 


finished second in one of the races 


but retired from the other. 


@ Bob Jarvis is an unfortunate non- 
starter in FF2000 as his Palliser 
which he now runs himself is without 
an engine. He awaits one from 
Denny Rowland. 


@ We always thought that time 
assed more slowly in the North but 
it did come as a surprise when the 
Darlington and DMC prominently 
billed last Sunday’s race meeting at 
Croft as the “Easter’’ Meeting! 


@ A maximum of eighty entries are 
being taken by the Lanarkshire Car 
Club for their Solripe Lemonade 
autocross on May 16. It’s the first 
round of the Esso Uniflo autocross 
championship and is being held at 
Eaglesham. Regs may be obtained 
from Ian McConnell, 20 Ringwell 
Gardens, Stonehouse, Lanarkshire, 
tel: Canderside 2450. 


@ Regulations are now available for 


‘the fourth round of the RAC Hill- 


climb championship at Barbon on 
May 29. The event marks the hill’s 
25th Anniversary and the West- 
moreland MC are hoping to have a 


racing car/vintage display to cele- 


brate this. Offers of suitable cars 
should be addressed to B. G. 
Whittaker at Woodlands, Spring- 
field, High Bentham, near Lan 
caster; tel: Bentham 61563. Regs 


| may be obtained from S. J. Dunning, 


6 Hall, Ings, Staveley, near 
Kent Cumbria (tel- Staveley 6281 
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Vermilio protests Needell’s 
engine to save money 


Before the FF 2000 qualifying race at 
Brands Hatch last Sunday, Bernard 
Vermilio officially protested Tiff 
Needell’s engine. Bernard’s reasons 
for doing this are that at the moment 
he’s half a second a lap or so behind 


Bernard Vermilio — victor. 


Needell. If the engine is not. right, 
says Vermilio, he will: save himself 
money by not having to-go out and 
spend days testing trying to find 
that extra half second. 

Needell has been running a Holbay 
engine that had already been sealed 
up until recently, but cannot now do 
anything to the engine before Silver- 
stone as it is still sub judice. Unfor- 
tunately, scrutineer Howard Mason 
couldn’t find the time to strip the 
engine before Silverstone, so he’ll 
have torun with it sealed. 

Needell set a new lap record at 
Brands on Sunday which was at 
47.6s, 1.2s quicker than the record 
held by Geoff Friswell in another 
Hawke. While Needell’s entrant Mac 
McKinstry was less than happy 
about the situation initially as 
Vermilio refused to have the engine 
unstripped at Silverstone, at least 
agreement was reached that if 
Mason couldn’t strip the engine, 
then Needell could run at Silverstone 
with it sealed, which is how it 
currently stands. 


Reg hits the dust 


Dust was the major problem at last 
Sunday’s Hunts Motor Garage of 
Bishops Stortford sponsored auto- 
cross run by Stort Valley AC at 
Little Hallingbury for an entry of 90 
competitors. The well known venue 
with a cqurse measuring 1200 yds 
became dangerous midway through 
the afternoon and two abreast runs 
were abandoned and the event as a 
spectacle suffered accordingly. 

Driving his BDA engined Escort 
Reg Mullenger stormed home to 
BTD in 2m 45s. He easily defeated 
John Revell who turned up with an 
ex-works BDA powered Escort who 
could only manage 2m 48s. 

There was a good battle in the up 


to 850cc Mini class with Brian. 


Johnson beating Ian Thomson by 
0.2s while Miss Elaine Seymour was 
third in a class of 15 and only two 
seconds off the pace, a performance 


Jones’ first 


Competing in his first production car 
trial Peter Jones, a committee 
member of Sutton and Cheam MC 
scored a class win by the skin of his 
teeth when the club ran a restricted 
event at Addington, Surrey for a 
turn out of 38 cars. 

Jones, in his Cortina Mk III 
estate, was one of four drivers in 
dead heats in two classes. He tied 
with Steve Tappy in an Anglia on 59 
marks after 36 hills but gained the 
class on a better first half perform- 
ance. 

Likewise Ted Speller (Mini) and 
Rob Hancock (Mini) both dropped 41 
marks and they had the joint lowest 
score of the day. 

In the third class Mark Kemp 
scored victory in his Fairthorpe on 
49 marks, three better than Neil 
Webb’s Midget while Roy Baldock 
was the last class winner in his Celica 
on 102 marks. 


® The range of Graku split rim 
wheels are currently being handled 
by Aldon Automotive of Breener 
Industrial Estate. Brierly Hill, West 
Midlands. 


aoTSscore” wire SS 


which well merited the ladies award. 
Graham Hathaway was easily the 
best of 13 entries in the up to 1300 cc 
Escort/Anglia class finishing five 
seconds ahead of Ian Turner (Escort) 
and in the other two Mini classes, 
which represented nearly half the 
entire entry, there were comfortable 


wins for Dave McDine and Steve’ 


Law. The specials class was easily 
the property of Peter Cook whose 
Half-a-Mo special recorded second 
BTD just over a second behind 
Mullenger. In the road going class 
Geoff Lobb appeared with a CTE 
Kadett and defeated Tony Beesley in 
a 1.6 Anglia by nearly three seconds. 


BTD: R. Mullenger (Escort-BDA): 2m 45s. 
Class winners: Brian Johnson righ 2m 53.2s; 
G Hathaway (Escort), 2m 49.4s; W Vevers (VW), 
2m 54.4s; D McDine (Mini), 2m 49.2s; John Revell 
1.8 Escort-BDA), 2m 48s; S Law (Mini), 2m 50s; P 
oes oa 2m 46.2s; G Lobb (Kadett GTE), 
m 52s. 


Bloxham’s 
thirsty 
return 


Former Motoring News Champions 
John Bloxham and Richard Harper 


“made a rare appearance when they 
turned out on last weekend’s AGBO_ 


Rally. They were up among the 
leaders in their Fiat when they ran 
out of petrol in the middle of a select- 
ive. It just so happened a non- 
competing car was passing the same 
way shortly afterwards and they 
were able to continue but they were 
out side the top ten. 

@ BBC Radio One fundays at Mallory 
Park are well known for people 
swimming in the lake, but that well 
known Midlands motoring’ man 
Harry Marks was ensuring that only 
fish swam in the lake on Sunday. 
They’re spawning at the moment 
explai Marks, who personally 
guarded the fish on Sunday, and who 
takes equal care on the end of a rod 
at the lexe during the fishing season. 
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below, Mike MacDowel’s 2.0 Ralt. 


Studies at Prescott: above, Sir Nick Williamson’s DFV-engined March 741; 
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tries the hills | 


The Ardmore Racing gremlin seems 


to have moved to the hillclimb scene 
and found a new home in Richard 
Brown’s new Martin BMI16. At 
Loton Park, Richard had a drive 
shaft go on his second Championship 
run and then at Prescott during 
practice the front end of the car was 
quite badly damaged when it hit the 
bank in the Esses. Fortunately the 
car was back in action the-next day, 
but Richard was unable to get into 
the Top Ten for the first time this 
year. 


Hoare’s rail 
still-born? 


Sad news from Ray Hoare, the west - 


country drag man, is that his 


immaculate new full-bodied turbo-. 


charged Pro Comp dragster will 
almost certainly not be seen in 
competition this year and unless 
more. funds.can be found, it may 
never see the light of day at all. Ray 
was the first man into the eights 
with a small-block Chevrolet a few 
years ago#and has been a consistent 
front runner in the class with his 
previous immaculate rear engined 
car — the first rear engined dragster 
built in this country in fact. 

@ The Liverpool MC are holding a 
sprint on June 13 at Longridge for 
which entries are currently available. 
The person to contact is W. D. 
Aukland at 308 Upton Lane, Widnes 
WA8 9AG, tel: 051-424 3963 


(evenings). Entry fee is £5 and ‘they . 


are limited to 85. 

@ Castrol would like to amend their 
pert Easter Drag advertisement as 
ollows: Funny Car winners at Santa 
Pod: 1, David Stone; 2, Liam 
Churchill. At Snetterton, it was 1, 
Dennis Priddie: 2, Peter Barnet. 


Ardmore gremlin Rock on 


Making a great effort to race at 
Brands Hatch on Sunday were Rock 
Engineering Group racing team, a 
company who support modsports 
driver Jim Adamson. They came 
down from Washington, Co Durham, 
hoping to get a new 1150cc engine 
from ADA and to continue their 
BRSCC modsports trail. However, 
the engine gave problems, and 
despite the efforts of John Schneider 
to find the little Davrian an engine 
on Saturday, they returned to 
Washington without racing. | 


Mini prize 
problems 


Running one of the biggest 
championships ever in this country, 
the Mini Seven Racing club have 
come up with a problem: how to 
award their trophies at each 
meeting, a problem, which has 
defeated them, and caused them to 


~ come up with a much better idea any- 


way. 
if works like this. Each of the four 
lucky prise receives a point 
cheque at the end of each race: 5500 
for first plage. 3500 for second, 2500 
for third and 1500 for fourth, the 
rough equivalent of £15, £10, £7 and 
£4. These cheques can be accumu- 
lated throughout the season and 
cashed in whenever required. But 
they may be cashed in against 
material goods, because with each 
cheque, one receives a catalogue 
(similar to Green Shield only larger 
and better, they say) and details 
of the scheme. Anyway, one can cash 
in one’s awards against whatever is 
required: toys, TVs, dresses, etc. 

e system has an inflation proof 
factor of 12 pe aS therefore ome 
points accrued at the beginning o 
the season can still be siaae iF 2 
same at the end. Full details can be 
obtained from the club, who will be 
looking after the i and 
records as will British Leyland. 
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